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Heavy rains triggered massive landslide in China – death toll continues to climb 

• http://www.news.com.au/technology/environment/buried-alive-more-than-100-people-
feared-dead-in-china-landslide/news-story/518115f06598e1e6e4f57bd4bc666f83  

 
Did you celebrate the Summer Solstice? 

• https://www.treehugger.com/natural-sciences/summer-solstice-coming-heres-what-
know.html  

 
Moonlight – triggers coral mating, controls the tides, may even provoke magical transformations 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/how-moonlight-sets-nature-rhythms-
180963778/  

 
Yale Peabody Museum digitization project will put tens of thousands of fossils online 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/scientists-are-putting-tens-thousands-sea-
fossils-online-180963792 

• http://news.yale.edu/2017/06/19/peabody-digitization-project-facilitates-time-travel-
cretaceous-period  

 
Study says seasonal rain & snow triggering earthquakes in California 

• http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/Study-California-s-seasonal-rain-and-snow-
11222979.php  



 
Black sand can be found on the beaches of Lake Michigan 

• http://www.clickondetroit.com/lifestyle/black-sand-on-lake-michigan-shore-is-not-just-mud  
 
More than 300 newly identified species found in the deep ocean off Australia 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/australian-expedition-dredges-crazy-
creatures-deep-sea-180963777/   

• http://www.npr.org/2017/06/15/533063615/explorers-probing-deep-sea-abyss-off-
australias-coast-find-living-wonders  

 
 
USGS computer glitch resulted in accidental distribution of message predicting 6.8M EQ in Santa 
Barbara Channel on 29 June 2025 – EQ actually occurred in 1925 

• http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/science/sd-me-earthquake-wrong-20170622-
story.html  

 
Newly found Triassic fossils help explain evolution of Caecillians 

• http://news.usc.edu/123473/tiny-fossils-reveal-backstory-of-the-most-mysterious-
amphibian-alive-today/ 

 
“Louis the Lobster” returned to the ocean after two decades in captivity at Long Island clam bar 

• https://www.treehugger.com/animals/132-year-old-lobster-goes-free-after-20-years-
tank.html  

 
New study links oil & gas drilling in Texas to pollution & earthquakes 

• http://www.insurancejournal.com/news/southcentral/2017/06/21/455307.htm  
• Report:  http://tamest.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Final-Shale-Task-Force-Report.pdf  

 
New “Dark Matter” theory on the extinction of the dinosaurs 

• https://uk.news.yahoo.com/theres-weird-new-theory-really-killed-dinosaurs-122400319.html  
 
Seismologists monitor sea floor movement off the coast of the Pacific Northwest 

• https://www.nature.com/news/the-fight-to-save-thousands-of-lives-with-sea-floor-sensors-
1.22178  

 
Slow EQs in oceanic subduction zones lead to insights on tsunami risks 

• https://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=242184&org=GEO&from=news  
• https://www.usgs.gov/news/usgs-publishes-a-new-blueprint-can-help-make-subduction-

zone-areas-more-resilient  
• USGS Fact Sheet:  https://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2017/3024/fs20173024.pdf 
• USGS Circular 1428:  https://pubs.usgs.gov/circ/1428/cir1428.pdf  

 
Details on the Greenland landslide and tsunami 

• http://blogs.agu.org/landslideblog/2017/06/21/greenland-landslide-3/  
  
Threat of more meteo-tsunamis in the Great Lakes 

• http://www.macleans.ca/news/the-little-known-menace-of-great-lakes-tsunamis/  



 
Platinum abundance suggests impact theory as cause for Younger Dryas 

• https://www.earthmagazine.org/article/platinum-may-point-impact-theory-younger-dryas  
 
Swarm of more than 500 earthquakes should not be cause for alarm – then there are the 
doomsdayers 

• http://mtpr.org/post/yellowstone-earthquake-swarm-no-cause-alarm-researcher-says  
• http://www.newsweek.com/yellowstone-supervolcano-earthquake-swarm-eruption-risk-

627189  
• http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/environment/more-than-earthquakes-

recorded-so-far-in-yellowstone-park-swarm/article_e8a37569-00e5-52cb-8418-
d1210e1d1adc.html  

• https://www.rt.com/viral/393331-yellowstone-swarm-earthquakes-supervolcano/  
 
Loud “boom” heard as shallow 3.2M earthquake hits near South Carolina-Georgia border 

• http://www.islandpacket.com/news/state/south-carolina/article157137304.html  
• http://www.wyff4.com/article/earthquakes-in-south-carolina-are-surprisingly-

common/10198729  
 
Red dye study to examine flow of Yellowstone River near Glendive, Montana 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/red-dye-study-will-examine-water-flow-yellowstone-river-near-
glendive-montana  
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Pollinators are extremely important species – “Pollinator Week” 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/it-s-pollinator-week  
 
More scrutiny needed of Triclosan & other germ-fighting chemicals in many products 

• https://www.fairwarning.org/2017/06/80595/   
• http://www.environmentalhealthnews.org/ehs/news/2017/june/triclosan-warning  

 
Exposure to “ordinary” cleaning compounds (Quats) may be hazardous to your health and your 
offspring 

• http://www.environmentalhealthnews.org/ehs/news/2017/june/cleaning-birth-defects 
 
Are 10,000 New Yorkers being recruited for the “Human Project” really going to honestly share 
personal information for 20 years and will it be representative of humans? 

• http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2017/06/19/the-human-project/  
 
You are what you eat:  10 percent of human population are obese, fueling illness & death 

• http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/global-obesity-study_us_593eef0ee4b0b13f2c6d3bab  
• NEJM Paper:  http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1614362#t=articleTop  

 
Rebuilding the Great Wall of China 

• https://widerimage.reuters.com/story/rebuilding-the-great-wall-of-china  
 
Considering a $33.6M contract to fix traffic in Houston – it was bad first time I was there 40 years 
ago 

• http://www.chron.com/news/transportation/article/Houston-streets-are-about-to-get-smarter-
11230776.php  

 
Grizzly bears in & around Yellowstone National Park will lose Endangered Species Act safeguards 
– likely to be challenged in court by environmental groups 

• https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-grizzly-yellowstone-idUSKBN19D2IC 
 
Portugal imported & planted eucalyptus trees, despite warnings, and now they fuel deadly wildfire 

• http://www.politico.eu/article/portugal-fire-eucalyptus-killer-forest/   
 
More hype:  more than half world population will experience deadly heat – humans need to adapt 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/half-world-will-experience-deadly-heat-end-
century-180963766/  

 
Rocky Flats set to open as wildlife refuge next year…prompts lawsuit questioning safety of old 
nuclear site and remnant plutonium 

• http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/rocky-flats-colorado_us_591c81c5e4b034684b08bc13  
 
Water quality and environmental health of the Great Lakes are not as good as they could be 

• http://www.cleveland.com/nation/index.ssf/2017/06/great_lakes_arent_so_doing_so.html  
• https://binational.net/2017/06/19/sogl-edgl-2017/  



• Report:  https://binational.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/SOGL_17-EN_Typo_fix-
med_res.pdf  

 
Snowmelt creates natural waterslide at Great Dunes National Park in Colorado 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/natural-phenomenon-creates-awesome-waterslide-
great-sand-dunes-national-park-180963763/  

 
Really?  A neural network is “needed” to give names to rescued guinea pigs? What about human 
brains? 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/neural-network-generates-adorable-names-
rescue-guinea-pigs-180963759/  

 
Californian farmers are being forced to “innovate” (i.e., adapt) to changing conditions & because 
water is now more expensive (as it should be) 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/innovation/canadian-peaches-and-california-coffee-how-
farmers-are-being-forced-innovate-face-climate-change-180963720/ 

 
UN report reflects increasing numbers of refugees and migrants 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/more-people-are-displaced-ever-180963752/  
• UN Report trends summary:  http://www.unhcr.org/globaltrends2016/  
• UN 2016 Global Trends - displacement report:  http://www.unhcr.org/5943e8a34  

 
Wind & solar power sources now generate more than 10 percent of US electricity 

• https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-energy-renewables-idUSKBN195291   
• US DOE Report:  https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=31632  

 
How cats evolved to conquer the world (and domesticate humans, too) 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/how-cats-conquered-world-180963749/  
• https://arstechnica.com/science/2017/06/cats-are-an-extreme-outlier-among-domestic-

animals/  
 
Did you take a walk on World Sauntering Day?  It was 19 June 2017 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/world-sauntering-day-take-walk-180963712/ 
• On Thoreau & sauntering:  https://www.brainpickings.org/2014/11/17/thoreau-walking/  

 
Photo essay on the drought in Somalia 

• http://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2017/06/17/533050733/photos-of-somalia-
surviving-in-one-of-the-worlds-driest-places  

 
Sounds like a “Waters World” moment – 16.4M Americans think chocolate milk comes from brown 
cows 

• https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2017/06/15/seven-percent-of-americans-
think-chocolate-milk-comes-from-brown-cows-and-thats-not-even-the-scary-part/  

 
New claims against Monsanto in consumer lawsuit over Roundup® (glyphosate) herbicide 

• http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/new-claims-against-monsanto-in-consumer-lawsuit-
over_us_59496379e4b0f500e5526088 



China “snatching up” more farmland….in Australia 
• http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2017/06/20/532915180/why-is-china-snatching-up-

australian-farmland 
 
Female elk are outsmarting hunters – in some cases, that is not too difficult a task 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/female-elk-learn-give-hunters-slip-
180963754/  

 
Gun range in Sacramento, California, finally padlocked after assessment of lead levels 

• https://capitalandmain.com/promise-breakers-introduction-to-a-public-health-scandal-0620  
 
Pros & cons of the NEPA process 

• http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/energy-environment/338560-trump-trashes-
environmental-studies-but-they-stave-off  

 
Study focuses on most flood-vulnerable communities – inland flood zone risk increasing 

• https://www.nsf.gov/discoveries/disc_summ.jsp?cntn_id=242256&org=GEO&from=news  
 
Study finds corn would be better used as food than biofuel 

• https://www.nsf.gov/discoveries/disc_summ.jsp?cntn_id=242247&org=GEO&from=news  
 
Montgomery County, Ohio, plagued by opioid deaths 

• http://start.att.net/news/read/article/reuters-
ohio_county_claims_top_spot_in_americas_opioid_dea-newscred2  

 
Outbreak of cholera in Yemen continues to get worse…death toll climbing 

• http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-40395522  
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“Dead Zone” in the Gulf of Mexico likely to be twice the average size this year 

• http://www.sunherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article157233969.html  
• https://www.usgs.gov/news/noaa-usgs-and-partners-predict-third-largest-gulf-mexico-

summer-dead-zone-ever?qt-news_science_products=3#qt-news_science_products  
• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/gulf-mexico-dead-zone-may-be-size-new-

jersey-year-180963799/  
 
35 years leads to announcement of US Army Corps of Engineers approval for I-73 permit in South 
Carolina, bringing more tourists to Myrtle Beach 

• http://wbtw.com/2017/06/20/army-corps-of-engineers-issues-permit-to-begin-construction-
on-i-73/  

• http://www.wltx.com/news/local/permit-approved-for-i-73-construction-in-south-
carolina/450635873  

 
South Carolina recognizing stormwater pollution problem and consequent impacts 

• http://www.postandcourier.com/news/stormwater-flooding-in-south-carolina-an-expensive-
problem-and-a/article_64b87df4-4fb5-11e7-8bbb-eb181cb68852.html  

 
Louisiana wants a “one-stop shop” for coastal restoration permitting 

• http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2017/06/heres_how_to_speed_restoration.html  
 
The Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel  

• http://www.businessinsider.com/chesapeake-bay-bridge-tunnel-construction-2017-6  
 
Tangier Island in the middle of Chesapeake Bay is being eroded by natural processes that have 
been occurring since the mid-1800s 

• http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/tangier-island-trump-
sinking_us_5945c1ede4b01eab7a2e2a9f  

• http://www.slate.com/blogs/business_insider/2014/09/11/tangier_an_island_in_the_chesap
eake_bay_is_disappearing_underwater_and_dying.html  

 
Low-lying back-bay areas are prone to flooding – millions who chose to live there are impacted 

• http://www.thewesterlysun.com/news/latestnews/10393135-154/back-bay-flooding-plagues-
millions-near-shore.html  

 
Horizontal directional drilling used in shore crossings & near-shore environments 

• https://www.trenchless-australasia.com/2017/06/20/hdd-operations-water-environments/  
 
Coastal management should incorporate “blue urbanism” 

• http://citiscope.org/story/2017/why-world-needs-blue-urbanism-now  
 
Florida DEP notes minor damage to Singer Island reef after barge washed ashore 

• http://www.wptv.com/news/region-c-palm-beach-county/riviera-beach/fla-dept-of-
environment-protection-minor-damage-to-singer-island-reef-after-barge-washed-ashore  



 
Artificial reefs provide habitat for marine organisms & opportunities for tourism 

• http://www.wjhg.com/content/news/Building-habitats-for-the-future-427307953.html  
 
Misguided “war on the ray” in Chesapeake Bay 

• https://www.hakaimagazine.com/article-short/chesapeake-bays-misguided-war-ray  
 
Undertaking first comprehensive study of bottlenose dolphins in Chesapeake Bay 

• http://baltimore.cbslocal.com/2017/06/17/dolphins-found-chesapeake-bay/  
 
Blue catfish has replaced northern snakehead as public enemy on Potomac River & Chesapeake 
waterways 

• https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/food/blue-catfish-are-destroying-the-chesapeake-
bay-congress-isnt-helping/2017/06/12/17107802-4f8a-11e7-91eb-
9611861a988f_story.html?utm_term=.b37df5e46809  

 
Two studies from Tulane University predict subsidence of coastal Louisiana 

• http://blog.nola.com/new_orleans/2017/06/two_tulane_studies_expose_las.html  
• http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2017/06/sinking_feeling_louisiana_coas.html  
• Paper:  http://www.geosociety.org/gsatoday/groundwork/G337GW/GSATG337GW.pdf  

 
“Sea pickles” have invaded coastal Oregon – humans don’t know why 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/hordes-sea-pickles-are-clogging-west-coast-
180963811/  


