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Geosciences Bulletin Board – 13 March 2017 - compiled by Elaine J. Hanford 
 
Predicting where fracking & injection-induced EQs will occur 

• http://spectrum.ieee.org/view-from-the-valley/energy/fossil-fuels/where-will-disposal-of-wastewater-from-
fracking-and-other-drilling-cause-earthquakes   

 
10 Great Earthquakes of the last 100 years 

• http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/10-biggest-earthquakes-last-100-years-1610955  
 
Soft rock and precipitation result in slot canyons that offer a delight to the photographer! 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/most-beautiful-slot-canyons-180962270/  
 
Newport-Inglewood & Rose Canyon faults capable of M7.3 EQ offshore of southern California 

• http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/southern-california-fault-system-capable-7-4-magnitude-earthquakes-1610382 
• http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/science/sd-me-newport-fault-20170307-story.html 

 
Maps of the ocean floor by Marie Tharp were integral to the acceptance of plate tectonic theory 

• http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/02/marie-tharp-map-ocean-floor/  
 
Gleaning new insight into depths of Indian Ocean from the hunt for Flight 370 

• https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/10/science/mh370-malaysia-airlines-indian-ocean-seafloor-maps.html  
 
Perspective on politics and the teaching of science in our schools  

• http://www.nature.com/news/rising-to-the-challenge-as-us-states-turn-the-screw-on-science-education-
1.21589  

 
Azure Window Rock arch near Gozo, Malta, collapses during storm 

• https://www.yahoo.com/tv/iconic-rock-arch-falls-malta-sea-tv-film-164913561.html  



 
Perspective:   NRDC on potential impacts of budget cuts for NOAA Office of Oceanic & Atmospheric 
Research 

• https://www.nrdc.org/experts/alexandra-adams/trump-administration-shortchanges-oceans-science-climate  
 
Iceland is cut by the Mid-Atlantic Rift and is experiencing hundreds of EQs every week 

• http://icelandmag.visir.is/article/tearing-us-apart-why-iceland-being-hit-hundreds-earthquakes-every-week  
 
Blue lava erupts from Kilauea volcano in Hawaii 

• http://www.travelandleisure.com/trip-ideas/nature-travel/blue-lava-hawaii-volcano-kiluea  
 
Before & after images on the 6th anniversary of the 2011 Tohoky EQ and tsunami in Japan 

• http://www.businessinsider.com/photos-show-damage-of-japans-2011-disaster-2017-3 
• Fukushima crisis still unfolding:  http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2017-03/11/c_136121186.htm 
• Seawall 22% built:  https://www.japantoday.com/category/national/view/22-of-seawall-building-finished-in-

areas-hit-by-2011-tsunami  
 
History of the Ajo Mining District, Pima County, Arizona 

• http://repository.azgs.az.gov/sites/default/files/dlio/files/nid1710/cr-17-a_ajo_final_0.pdf  
 
Oroville Dam & Spillway disaster as seen from the International Space Station 

• http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/NaturalHazards/view.php?id=89767  
• Update:  https://abruptearthchanges.wordpress.com/2017/03/07/oroville-update-6-march-2017/  

 
The ice caves of Iceland 

• http://www.housebeautiful.com/lifestyle/news/g4266/iceland-crystal-ice-caves/  
 
Seafloor topography may create turbulence that facilitates ocean circulation and mixing 

• http://news.mit.edu/2017/underwater-mountains-turbulence-ocean-circulation-0306  
 
Lyme disease in Upper Midwest and Northeast – forecast for field season after mouse plague last summer 

• http://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2017/03/06/518219485/forbidding-forecast-for-lyme-disease-in-
the-northeast  

• Avoid ticks & tick borne disease:  http://geology.com/articles/ticks-lyme-disease/  
 
Identifying solutions to changing wave patterns, especially the occurrence & duration of long wave energy 

• http://www.maritime-executive.com/editorials/identifying-solutions-to-changing-wave-patterns  
 
Permian-Triassic boundary extinction event took place during an ice age – not warming period 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/03/170306091927.htm  
 
“Grapevine” section of the San Andreas could be overdue for a major EQ – 20 to 200 yr recurrence 

• http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-earthquake-san-andreas-grapevine-20170307-story.html  
• https://www.usgs.gov/news/prehistoric-earthquakes-discovered-along-san-andreas-fault  

 
Man fell to his death in Zion National Park, possibly from Angels Landing Trail 

• http://www.sltrib.com/news/5010908-155/man-found-dead-in-zion-park  
 
Biochemical “fossil” shows life may have originated on Earth without phosphate 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/03/170302133445.htm  
 
NOAA exploring uncharted areas of the Pacific and finding amazing species (photos & videos) 

• http://www.treehugger.com/animals/these-newly-seen-deep-sea-creatures-are-wonderful-they-are-weird.html  
 
How did the first stable continents form on Earth, if not from subduction? 

• http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v543/n7644/full/nature21383.html  



 
Paleontologists find early Cretaceous fossil relative of the Ginkgo biloba 

• https://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=191217&org=GEO&from=news  
 
New geological and climate-based research suggests extreme warmth and heat-stress in the tropics during 
the Paleocene-Eocene Thermal Maximum 

• http://www.purdue.edu/newsroom/releases/2017/Q1/evidence-disproving-tropical-thermostat-theory-global-
warming-can-breach-limits-for-life.html  

 
Monitoring Bogoslof Volcano in the Aleutian Islands of Alaska 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/monitoring-alaska-s-remote-and-restless-bogoslof-volcano  
 
USGS finding elevated level of arsenic, radon & mercury in some drinking water wells in Lycoming County in 
north-central Pennsylvania 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/usgs-finds-elevated-levels-arsenic-radon-methane-some-private-wells-lycoming-
county  

 
 
*************************************** 
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The toxic story of those colorful Mardi Gras beads 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/toxic-truth-mardi-gras-beads-180962431/  
 
Texas “hog apocalypse” to use warfarin-based poison on feral hogs is put on hold 

• https://www.courthousenews.com/texas-hog-apocalypse-poison-put-hold/  
 
Perspective:  Creating “Ligers and other designer hybrids pointless and unethical” 

• http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/02/wildlife-watch-liger-tigon-big-cat-hybrid/  



 
Deadly, highly-drug resistant Candida auris now diagnosed in the US 

• https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2017/03/10/deadly-fungal-infection-that-doctors-
have-been-fearing-now-reported-in-u-s  

 
NDS Program and FEMA identify “high hazard” dams – if one fails, many people will likely die 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/over-15000-american-dams-threaten-human-lives-180962415/  
• FEMA risk map:  https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/20130726-1737-25045-

8253/1_2010esri_damsafety061711.pdf  
 
“Tales in Geography – John C Fremont Charts the West” and its water 

• http://aquadoc.typepad.com/waterwired/2017/03/brief-article-tales-in-geography-john-c-fr%C3%A9mont-
charts-the-west.html  

 
Washington, DC, was not built on a physical swamp…but the metaphorical swamp developed there 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/draining-swamp-guide-outsiders-and-career-politicians-180962448/  
 
Wildfires in the southern Great Plains turn deadly 

• http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2017/03/08/519205736/at-least-six-people-have-died-in-plains-
wildfires  

 
US Right to Know files lawsuit against US EPA seeking documents related to assessment of glyphosate 
(Roundup) 

• http://www.ecowatch.com/epa-sued-glyphosate-2307911626.html  
• EPA Memorandum on glyphosate & cancer:  http://src.bna.com/eAi  

 
Obama empowered USDA meat inspectors to shut down family company for article in breakroom- not for any 
health violation or safety concern 

• http://thefederalist.com/2017/03/10/usda-threatens-shut-farm-conservative-article-break-room/  
 
Yet another historic example of the importance of protecting research subjects from potentially unethical 
research 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/spoonful-sugar-helps-radioactive-oatmeal-go-down-180962424/  
 
Did you know there is an “Office of Restoration & Damage Assessment” in the US Department of Interior?   

• http://www.allgov.com/news/appointments-and-resignations/director-of-the-office-of-restoration-and-damage-
assessment-who-is-steve-glomb?news=860110  

 
What is the most effective way for environmental scientists to impact policy? 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/02/170221095647.htm  
 
Bees are the most important pollinator, but North American bees are at risk and threatened by severe loss of 
habitat and increasing pesticide use 

• http://www.treehugger.com/animals/700-native-bee-species-spiraling-toward-extinction.html  
 
WHO report says 1 in 4 children die as result of human caused air and/or water pollution 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/who-warns-pollution-killing-millions-children-180962388/ 
• WHO report:  http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/254678/1/WHO-FWC-IHE-17.01-eng.pdf  
• WHP atlas:  http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/254677/1/9789241511773-eng.pdf  

 
Have false penicillin allergies facilitated evolution of superbugs?  New testing & clinical guidelines 

• https://arstechnica.com/science/2017/03/false-penicillin-allergies-fuel-superbugs-and-doctors-are-fighting-
back/  

 
Variation in precipitation patterns influences natural selection at a global scale 

• https://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=191171&org=GEO&from=news  
 



Perspective on politics and the teaching of science in our schools  
• http://www.nature.com/news/rising-to-the-challenge-as-us-states-turn-the-screw-on-science-education-

1.21589  
 
Eco-Watch decries wild horse roundups:  bad policy, bad science & cruel to horses, echoes NAS report 

• http://www.ecowatch.com/wild-horses-blm-2302741022.html  
 
Bird flu identified at facility in Tennessee – 73,500 birds culled, 30 neighboring farms quarantined 

• https://www.yahoo.com/news/bird-flu-found-tyson-foods-chicken-supplier-150825210--finance.html  
• USDA Update:  https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAAPHIS/bulletins/18bd78e  
• South Korea cull:  https://www.yahoo.com/news/south-korea-culls-50-000-farm-birds-2-025045585.html  
• Containment?  http://www.wisconsinagconnection.com/story-national.php?Id=485&yr=2017  
• Protect poultry:  http://agnetwest.com/2017/03/08/protect-your-poultry-from-avian-influenza/  
• Low PNAI in TN:  http://wjhl.com/2017/03/09/second-tennessee-chicken-farm-tests-positive-for-bird-flu/  
• Minnesota worry:  https://www.mprnews.org/story/2017/03/08/bird-flu-outbreaks-elsewhere-worry-minnesota-

farmers  
• Risks for humans:  https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/proliferation-of-bird-flu-outbreaks-raises-risk-of-

human-pandemic1/  
 
New system using algae to remove phosphorus & nitrogen from wastewater may help towns meet new clean 
water standards 

• http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/money/agriculture/2017/02/24/iowa-state-spinoff-sees-small-towns-
using-algae-clean-water/97645020/  

 
Tracking nitrogen and phosphorus in the Mississippi River from the upper Midwest to the Gulf of Mexico 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/challenge-tracking-nutrient-pollution-2300-miles  
 
You are what you eat - 45 percent of deaths from heart disease, stroke & diabetes linked to diet, especially 
too much salt 

• http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/a-shocking-number-of-deaths-may-be-due-to-poor-
diet_us_58c03762e4b0ed7182690cef 

 
Georgetown, Texas, is one of the first cities to be 100 percent powered by renewable energy 

• http://www.npr.org/2017/03/07/519064002/texas-city-leads-the-way-on-renewable-energy  
 
Rick Perry has been confirmed as Energy Secretary, but what does the DOE do? 

• http://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2017/3/2/14794096/rick-perry-confirmed-energy-department 
• http://www.allgov.com/news/top-stories/what-does-the-department-of-energy-do?news=860109  

 
Marking six years after the 11 March 2011 EQ and tsunami in Japan (images) 

• http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/japan-six-years-after-tsunami-life-returns-fukushima-ghost-towns-1610407 
 
“Offsetting benefits” of new sand plant in western Wisconsin?  Loss of wetlands? 

• http://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2017/03/05/wisconsins-dnr-tentatively-oks-sand-plant-tied-
wetlands-loss/98707028/  

 
How much pee is really in that community swimming pool or hot tub? 

• http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/urine-swimming-pool_us_58b710c6e4b023018c6c528a  
 
Conflict over wolves increases as their numbers rebound from near-extinction in Western States 

• https://gma.yahoo.com/conflict-between-wolves-ranchers-touches-issues-conservationism-native-000254806-
-abc-news-topstories.html  

 
Charges of fraud, dumping of toxic chemicals in EWS landfill in Camden, Tennessee (video) 

• http://www.tennessean.com/story/news/investigations/2017/03/04/hazardous-landfill-state-inaction-toxic-mix-
tennessee-town/97458224/  

 



Using technology to track the year-long migration of the Kirtland’s warbler - a pretty little songbird 
• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/scientists-track-first-time-one-rarest-songbirds-its-

yearlong-migration-180962390/   
 
This turtle ate more than 900 of the coins that visitors tossed into her pond for good luck but resulted in 
serious health problems for the turtle 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/vets-save-coin-filled-sea-turtle-180962391/  
 
Amsterdam will widen its canals and look more like it did a long time ago 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/amsterdam-widening-some-its-canals-180962337/  
• https://www.amsterdam.nl/projecten/entree/vernieuwing-entree/  

 
Portable flood barrier wall could help protect parts of New York City from storm surges 

• https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/02/nyregion/brooklyn-riverfront-flood-protection-empire-stores.html  
 
Farmers are fighting back against regulations that they say make farming more difficult 

• http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2017/03/07/518841084/farmers-fight-environmental-regulations  
 
Cloning old-growth redwoods to help preserve the species 

• http://www.treehugger.com/natural-sciences/man-cloning-old-growth-redwoods-and-planting-them-safe-
places-video.html  

 
Discussing environmental health and justice issues in Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

• http://wuwm.com/post/environmental-health-justice-issues-figure-milwaukee-s-segregated-landscape  
 
USDA announces potential funding of wetlands restoration projects under ACEP 

• https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAOC/bulletins/18c3ffb  
 
***************************************   
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Bill bans petroleum pipelines on Georgia coast 

• http://savannahnow.com/news/2017-03-06/bill-bans-petroleum-pipelines-georgia-coast  



 
Fifth Circuit Affirms Dismissal of Coastal Erosion Lawsuit against oil and gas Defendants - Louisiana 

• http://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/fifth-circuit-affirms-dismissal-of-14796/  
• http://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=0864ddf5-99e8-44de-81ab-2f81cd7c8f99  

 
Collaroy seawall plans stalled by government red tape - Australia 

• http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/manly-daily/plans-for-protective-seawall-at-collaroy-stalled-by-
government-red-tape/news-story/66dbe94383f0d158e98d8dac57047da6  

 
Draft Environmental Assessment published for home project – Hawaii 

• http://www.lahainanews.com/page/content.detail/id/543551.html  
 
Valley View: NY can reduce crude oil risks 

• http://www.poughkeepsiejournal.com/story/opinion/valley-views/2017/03/02/state-reduce-risks-crude-oil-
transport/98533620/  

 
Commentary: Do the math of Collier beach re-nourishment - Florida 

• http://www.naplesnews.com/story/opinion/contributors/2017/03/02/commentary-do-math-collier-beach-
renourishment/98500834/   

 
Still no consensus on national shutdown protocol – DEM -- Barbados 

• https://www.barbadostoday.bb/2017/03/04/dem-working-to-raise-awareness-of-natural-disasters/  
 
How Europe's coastal cities can cope with rising sea levels 

• http://www.econotimes.com/How-Europes-coastal-cities-can-cope-with-rising-sea-levels-573633  
 
Environmental groups plot course to reverse loss of mangroves during World Ocean Summit 

• http://www.theyucatantimes.com/2017/03/environmental-groups-plot-course-to-reverse-loss-of-mangroves-
during-world-ocean-summit/  

 
Crystal Cove: Coastal Commission deciding To renovate Newport area beach shacks - California 

• http://patch.com/california/newportbeach/crystal-cove-coastal-commission-deciding-renovate-newport-area-
beach-shacks  

 
CCA doubles anglers' chances of winning STAR tournament - Louisiana 

• http://www.nola.com/outdoors/index.ssf/2017/03/cca_doubles_anglers_chances_of.html  
 
Study to look at Wind Farm’s impact on tourism – Rhode Island 

• http://www.blockislandtimes.com/article/study-look-wind-farm%E2%80%99s-impact-tourism/48728  
 
Ocean acidification in Southeast, tribal network seeks regional impact - Alaska 

• http://www.ktoo.org/2017/03/01/ocean-acidification-southeast-tribal-network-seeks-regional-impact/  
 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada and the Ecology Action Centre are working together to inform Atlantic 
Canadians on climate change impacts 

• http://www.satprnews.com/2017/03/08/fisheries-and-oceans-canada-and-the-ecology-action-centre-are-
working-together-to-inform-atlantic-canadians-on-climate-change-impacts/  

 
Bowdoin environmental scientists on Impact of river flow into the Gulf of Maine 

• http://community.bowdoin.edu/news/2017/03/bowdoin-environmental-scientists-on-impact-of-riverflow-into-
the-gulf-of-maine/  

 
As Red Tide lingers along Gulf Coast, scientists develop new tools to track it - Florida 

• http://www.abcactionnews.com/news/local-news/as-red-tide-lingers-along-gulf-coast-scientists-develop-new-
tools-to-track-it  

 


