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Long-range prediction for 300 mm of rain when storm hits New South Wales, Australia, next 
weekend 

• https://www.coffscoastadvocate.com.au/news/weather-guru-tips-300mm-rain-smash-north-
coast/3344733/ 

 
Seeking public comment of draft list of 35 minerals deemed critical to US national security & 
economy 

• https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-seeks-public-comment-draft-list-35-minerals-
deemed-critical-us-national 

 
Remembering the volcanic birth of Parícutin 75 years ago (with historic & modern fly-over videos) 

• https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidbressan/2018/02/20/75-years-ago-humanity-witnessed-
the-birth-of-a-volcano/#7399ad37d870  

 
Stable gas hydrates can dissociate and trigger submarine landslides that may cause tsunamis 

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2018-02/hcfo-sgh022018.php   
 
Photo-essay of violent eruption of Mount Sinabung 

• https://qz.com/1211486/indonesia-volcano-an-eruption-at-mount-sinabung-completely-
annihilated-its-peak/  



• http://www.iflscience.com/environment/check-out-the-ethereal-imagery-of-mount-
sinabungs-latest-eruption/  

 
Tectonic plates of continental interiors are less stable than previously thought 

• https://www.upi.com/Science_News/2018/02/20/Study-Tectonic-plates-of-continental-
interiors-are-less-stable-than-previously-thought/6191519139597/  

• https://phys.org/news/2018-02-continental-interiors-tectonically-stable-geologists.html  
 
In Memoriam:  planetary geologist Ursula Bailey Marvin (1921-2018) 

• https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/obituaries/2018/02/18/ursula-bailey-marvin-
groundbreaking-geologist/CF76ewLIQ9leZ6c5ne4G5L/story.html  

 
Open access spatial data of field systems, such as soil moisture, are important for research 

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2018-02/uoh-odh022018.php  
 
Portugal joins National Tsunami Warning Provider network for NE Atlantic, Mediterranean & 
Connected Seas (NEAM) region 

• https://www.unisdr.org/archive/56041  
 
Swarm of 200 EQs over 10 days at Yellowstone reflect strain associated with magma chamber 

• https://www.theepochtimes.com/scientists-detect-200-earthquakes-in-10-days-at-
yellowstone-supervolcano-as-magma-shows-strain_2445825.html  

 
More global warming hype touting the goals of the Paris Agreement  

• https://www.technology.org/2018/02/21/risk-of-extreme-weather-events-higher-if-paris-
agreement-goals-arent-met-stanford-researchers-find/  

 
“First hint” of shift in decades-long trend toward fresher, less dense water off Antarctica revealed 
by CSIRO 

• http://www.canberratimes.com.au/environment/global-warming/climate-secrets-of-the-deep-
southern-ocean-to-be-revealed-20180219-p4z0ug.html  

 
Career of USGS Geophysicist - Dr. Rufus Catchings 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/one-first-black-usgs-geophysicists-pioneers-subsurface-
research  

 
Proposed $860M USGS budget for FY2019 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/president-proposes-860-million-usgs-budget-fy2019  
• http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-earthquake-early-warning-20180220-

htmlstory.html  
  
Foucault’s Pendulum proves the Earth rotates 

• https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/how-does-foucaults-pendulum-
prove-earth-rotates-180968024/  

 
Why were most ankylosaurs fossilized belly up? 



• http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2018/02/most-ankylosaurs-were-fossilized-belly-now-
scientists-think-they-know-why  

 
“Lost landmass” of Appalachia based on review of paleontological research across the eastern US 
where dinosaurs were different than in Laramidia to the West 

• http://www.sci-news.com/paleontology/dinosaurs-lost-landmass-appalachia-05747.html  
  
Plants colonized Earth 100 million years earlier than previously thought 

• http://www.spacedaily.com/reports/Plants_colonized_the_earth_100_million_years_earlier_
than_previously_thought_999.html  

 
Model based on ground-running birds could predict locomotion of bipedal dinosaurs 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/02/180221140943.htm  
 
More accurate long-term weather predictions – tropical storms like the pebble in the pond create 
ripple effects 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/02/180220170354.htm  
 
Evolution of the crust determined the course of evolution of life on Earth 

• https://www.technology.org/2018/02/21/earths-crust-determined-the-course-of-the-
evolution-of-life-scientists-confirm/  

 
Ocean-wide sensor array helps reveal complexity of currents in the North Atlantic that drive 
weather 

• https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-02113-y  
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As the 2018 Winter Olympics draw to an end, think about the glorious facilities of recent Games – 
now abandoned, decaying & derelict, covered in graffiti – what a waste 

• https://www.nationalgeographic.com/photography/proof/2018/february/old-abandoned-
olympic-stadiums/  

 
When scientists “discover” what indigenous people have known for centuries – if they agree, they 
value it but if disagree with their claims they dismiss it 

• https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/why-science-takes-so-long-catch-up-
traditional-knowledge-180968216/ 

  
Flood diversion projects are expensive!  This one in East Dallas is projected to cost $206.7M and 
that is without any potential change orders once the 5-mile project gets underway 

• https://www.dallasnews.com/news/dallas-city-hall/2018/02/14/dallas-approves207m-
contract-keep-baylor-hospital-fair-park-water 

 
Haemaphysalis longicornis ticks are native to Asia but now found as invasive species in New 
Jersey 

• https://entomologytoday.org/2018/02/21/native-asia-found-new-jersey-curious-case-
invasive-tick/  

 
China plans to feed 1.4B craving Western-style diets – that may not be a good thing for many 
reasons 

• https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2018/02/feeding-china-growing-appetite-
food-industry-agriculture/  

 
Fluoride transformed from industrial waste to public health “miracle” but controversy remains 

• http://origins.osu.edu/article/toxic-treatment-fluorides-transformation-industrial-waste-
public-health-miracle 

 
New reports say renewable energy companies are at high risk for cyber attacks 

• https://www.power-technology.com/news/renewable-energy-companies-high-risk-
cyberattack-claims-report/  

• https://www.worldenergy.org/news-and-media/press-releases/new-cyber-report-energy-
sector-prime-target-for-cyber-attacks/  

• Report link:  https://www.worldenergy.org/publications/2016/the-road-to-resilience-
managing-cyber-risks/  

 
Domestication is not a point (i.e., Papal edict of 600 AD) - it is a process even for bunny rabbits 

• https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/strange-tidy-story-rabbit-domestication-
also-completely-false-180968168/ 

 
Largest Salmonella outbreak linked to live “backyard” poultry – 1,120 cases in 48 States in 2017 

• http://skyvalleychronicle.com/BREAKING-NEWS/Largest-Salmonella-outbreak-ever-linked-
to-live-backyard-poultry-was-last-year-3120276  

 



New €40M Dublin, Ireland, hotel claims to be “sustainable” – but breakfast definitely will cost extra 
• https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/travel/ireland/first-look-new-dublin-hotel-fully-

powered-by-underground-river-1.3393798  
 
Interdisciplinary study facilitates understanding of interaction of climate, ecology & evolution 

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2018-02/csu-cce022018.php  
 
Study emphasizes role of land-use change (i.e., deforestation, agriculture) affects global climate 

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2018-02/ecjr-luc022018.php  
 
Drink more coffee – good for biodiversity as long as it is grown in the shade 

• https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/coffee-farms-are-good-birds-other-wildlife-
study-finds-180968205/   

 
Countries with reserves of lithium, copper & rare earth metals may be poised to become 
“renewable superpowers” 

• https://www.smithsonianmag.com/innovation/countries-poised-to-become-renewable-
superpowers-180968209/ 

  
Why common hamsters are disappearing from Europe - cannibalizing their young on a corn-fed 
diet 

• https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/why-hamsters-cannabalizing-their-young-
180968071/  

 
Lepidopterists have compiled the most comprehensive evolutionary tree for butterflies 

• http://www.sci-news.com/biology/butterfly-evolutionary-tree-05743.html  
 
White-letter hairstreak butterfly recently returned to Scotland & is now laying eggs 

• https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/butterfly-recently-returned-scotland-now-its-
laying-eggs-180968195/  

 
Fate of Kinchega National Park depends on water extracted for agriculture in Murray-Darling 
Basin 

• http://www.canberratimes.com.au/environment/conservation/kinchega-np-at-the-mercy-
20180221-p4z15b.html  

 
Proposed new giant landfill in Queensland causes mounting controversy associated with waste 
trade 

• http://www.canberratimes.com.au/environment/garbage-king-proposes-giant-queensland-
dump-amid-interstate-stink-20180219-p4z0vv.html  

 
Environmental cost of making snow for skiing 

• https://www.npr.org/2018/02/17/584494192/snow-making-for-skiing-during-warm-winters-
comes-with-environmental-cost  

 
Critics charge that making horse pox (related to small pox) in the lab puts public potentially at risk 



• https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2018/02/17/585385308/did-pox-virus-research-
put-potential-profits-ahead-of-public-safety  

 
Glastonbury Festival bans all plastic bottles & BP predicts plastics bans will reduce demand for oil 

• https://www.treehugger.com/plastic/glastonbury-festival-ban-all-plastic-bottles-site.html  
• https://www.treehugger.com/plastic/bp-predicts-plastics-bans-will-slow-oil-demand-

growth.html 
 
Creating hedgehog crossings in London 

• https://www.treehugger.com/animals/man-building-hedgehog-highways-london.html  
 
Akwesasne Mohawk Reserve battling to preserve their homeland from environmental impacts of 
industry 

• http://www.ehn.org/mohawk-akwesasne-environmental-justice-superfund-2537159934.html 
 
State of Missouri still battling against 780-mile Grain Belt Express overhead transmission line 

• http://www.stltoday.com/opinion/editorial/editorial-missouri-s-rural-way-of-life-threatened-
by-more/article_6adc8051-528e-59ff-bfdf-13193a2ceb28.html  

 
Live in the city?  Urban noise might be making you sick 

• https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2018/02/city-noise-might-be-making-you-
sick/553385/  

• https://arstechnica.com/science/2018/02/a-mysterious-and-maddening-hum-is-tormenting-
residents-of-this-canadian-city/  

 
Perspective:  San Diego County, California, still battling sewage spills from Tijuana 

• http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/columnists/michael-smolens/sd-me-smolens-
sewage-20180214-story.html  

 
Investigating the global impact of intensive farming practices & looking for solutions 

• Animals Farmed – series:   https://www.theguardian.com/animals-
farmed/2018/feb/21/animals-farmed-welcome-series-farming-agriculture-environment  

 
Photo essay:  Floating bridges - Evergreen Point Bridge across Lake Washington in Seattle is the 
longest  

• https://www.enr.com/articles/44013-the-10-longest-floating-bridges-in-the-world  
 
First 3D models of now extinct Tasmanian tiger, Thylacinus cynocephalus 

• http://www.terradaily.com/reports/Tasmanian_tiger_just_another_marsupial_in_the_pouch_
999.html  

 
In France, 72 to 89% of samples of fruit & 41 to 84.6% of organic veggies contained pesticides 

• http://www.seeddaily.com/reports/Pesticide_traces_in_three-
quarters_of_French_fruit_report_999.html  

 
Causal chains proposed to explain complex & dynamic links between environmental health & 
humans 



• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2018-02/aiob-otl022118.php  
 
Fungi may provide improved processes of manufacturing biofuels 

• https://www.technology.org/2018/02/21/how-to-improve-the-manufacturing-of-biofuels-
fungi-have-the-answer/  

 
Singapore is running out of space – planning to expand underground 

• https://www.smithsonianmag.com/innovation/keep-up-with-growth-singapore-has-grand-
plan-to-expand-underground-180968199/ 

 
Salt water crocodiles are efficient hunters and sometimes get the fisherman in the Philippines 

• http://start.att.net/news/read/article/afp-philippine_fisherman_eaten_in_rising_croc_attacks-
afp/category/news  

  
Judge orders review of Keystone XL Pipeline in response to environmental complaint 

• https://www.usnews.com/news/business/articles/2018-02-21/judge-orders-govt-review-of-
keystone-pipeline-documents  

 
1.6B gallon recycled water reservoir now under construction in Orange County, California, to meet 
summer irrigation needs when completed in 2019 

• https://www.ocregister.com/2018/02/22/officials-break-ground-on-1-6-billion-gallon-
recycled-water-reservoir-in-south-o-c/  

 
CONTISOL - Solar-powered hydrogen reactor stores heat for overnight power generation 

• https://newatlas.com/contisol-hydrogen-csp-plant/53514/ 
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Timeline publicly presented for Jetty Foreshore development project in NSW 
• https://www.coffscoastadvocate.com.au/news/timeline-given-to-jetty-foreshore-

development-plan/3339973/  
 
Team will design resilience measures to minimize flood risk affecting Bridgeport, Connecticut  

• https://globenewswire.com/news-release/2018/02/20/1362022/0/en/Team-of-Architects-
Engineers-Designers-and-Urban-Planners-to-Design-Coastal-Resilience-for-Bridgeport-
Connecticut.html  

 
Virginia Senate passed SB397 to establish HRVA Regional Coastal Resiliency Authority 

• http://wtkr.com/2018/02/19/senate-passes-hrva-regional-coastal-resiliency-authority-bill/  
 
Multiple theories on why trophy fish were at all-time low in 2017 along Atlantic Coast 

• http://www.roanoke.com/sports/outdoors/bill-cochran-coastal-striped-bass-a-no-show-but-
that/article_badb71a6-3194-5e3e-90e8-74612eb63e2d.html  

 
Coastal recreation & tourism businesses fight offshore O&G drilling proposal 

• https://www.ecowatch.com/offshore-drilling-tourism-recreation-2535424916.html  
 
Tamil Nadu “Revised Draft Coastal Zone Management Plan” called an illegal recipe for disaster  

• https://www.thenewsminute.com/article/tidal-error-why-tamil-nadus-illegal-coastal-plan-
recipe-disaster-76711  

 
Perspective:  Proper governance needed to protect $$M Marine Protected Areas in the Bahamas 

• http://www.tribune242.com/news/2018/feb/20/proper-governance-needed-to-protect-multi-
million/  

 
Combining innovative engineering with restoration ecology of coral reefs beneficial to Caribbean 
Islands 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/02/180212130830.htm  
 
In Rhode Island, loss of thousands of acres of salt marsh to development decreases coastal 
protection 

• https://www.ecori.org/climate-change/2018/2/16/rhode-island-losing-ground-in-battle-
against-sea-level-rise  

 
US Interior Department announces largest sale of Offshore O&G drilling leases in history – but 
leasing does not necessarily mean drilling all 77.3M acres 

• http://www.allgov.com/news/top-stories/interior-dept-announces-largest-sale-of-offshore-oil-
and-gas-drilling-leases-in-history-170218?news=860419  

 
Canadian firm chosen for Mid-Breton sediment diversion on Mississippi – coastal impacts of 
concern 

• http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2018/02/canadian_firm_chosen_to_design.html  
 
After 25 years of seeking approval, Monterey Bay Shores construction will now begin as coastal 
resort & condominium project in Sand City, California 



• http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/news/local_news/after-overcoming-a-slew-of-
regulatory-challenges-a-coastal-hotel/article_d29bd32e-1770-11e8-9ec1-
e7b334392946.html  

 
Global warming hype threatens coastal marshes that could be “washed out to sea” along 
California coast by 2110 

• https://www.scpr.org/news/2018/02/21/80966/californias-coastal-marshes-could-be-
washed-out-to/  

• Paper:  http://advances.sciencemag.org/content/4/2/eaao3270.full  
 
Debate over offshore drilling continues 

• http://www.witn.com/content/news/Both-sides-continue-to-debate-offshore-drilling-
474784083.html  

 
Study to analyze offshore wind farm efficiency and turbine positioning 

• http://renews.biz/110267/vattenfall-spotlights-offshore-shadows/  
 
Tidal lagoons and marine energy may benefit from subsidized cost of offshore wind farming 

• http://renews.biz/110257/offshore-costs-good-for-lagoons/  


