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Geoscience Bulletin Board – 28 August 2017 - compiled by Elaine J. Hanford 
 
Missed the eclipse?  Check out these photos 

• https://arstechnica.com/science/2017/08/the-solar-eclipse-produced-some-fantastic-photos-
here-are-our-favorites/  

 
Dive into a digital volcano without “melting your face off” 

• https://www.cnet.com/news/volcano-digital-ge-website-zipline-expedition-masaya-lava/   
• Dive here:  https://www.ge.com/digitalvolcano/  

 
Stitching together a new digitized geologic map of the US to create State Geologic Map 
Compilation 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/stitching-together-new-digital-geologic-quilt-united-states  
• SGMC Geodatabase:  

https://www.sciencebase.gov/catalog/item/5888bf4fe4b05ccb964bab9d  
 
Concern for possible scour and damage to George Satterlee Bridge (Wornall Road) in Kansas 
City, Missouri, from repeated flood events 

• http://www.kshb.com/news/local-news/wornall-bridge-takes-a-beating-from-flood  
 
Subglacial river influenced ice streams  

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/08/170821183404.htm  
 



New study recognizes that Earth self-regulates its climate by cycling CO2 
• http://www.popsci.com/earths-climate-regulates-itself  

 
There is so much we do not know about deep sea life – concern for impacts of human interference 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/08/170821183350.htm  
 
Re-analyzing fragments of Moon rock contradicts recent study regarding the presence of water  

• http://www.sciencealert.com/new-analysis-of-this-moon-rock-says-our-satellite-is-crazy-dry-
on-the-inside  

 
Plates & tectonic processes have evolved on Earth over 3B years 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/08/170822103204.htm  
• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/08/170822115921.htm  

 
Short-term warming of the Arctic Ocean barely affected methane hydrate under the ocean floor 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/08/170822100400.htm  
 
Book Review: “The Ends of the World” – geology has a PR problem? 

• http://www.popmatters.com/review/the-ends-of-the-world-peter-brannen-deep-time-human-
time/  

 
Solar eclipse being blamed for escape of 300,000+ farmed Atlantic salmon into the Pacific Ocean 

• https://www.treehugger.com/animals/farmed-atlantic-salmon-escape-pacific-ocean.html  
 
$5.8M project to tap tidal power 

• http://www.canberratimes.com.au/business/energy/58m-project-aims-to-tap-into-new-
source-of-potential-energy-from-tidal-power-20170712-gx9x5b.html  

 
New national map of seismic hazards in Brazil 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/08/170821183401.htm  
 
New generation of satellites will image Earth at night and through clouds 

• https://arstechnica.com/science/2017/08/satellites-that-can-image-earth-at-night-and-
through-clouds-near-launch/  

 
Slow creep over decades can precede sudden landslide movement 

• http://www.nature.com/news/creeping-earth-could-hold-secret-to-deadly-landslides-1.22485  
 
Next generation of marine scientists will be trained to integrate science & policymaking in ocean 
research 

• https://www.ucdavis.edu/news/3m-program-integrate-science-and-policymaking-ocean-
research/ 

 
A few geological wonders in Africa 

• http://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/destinations/africa/unexpected-places-to-go/  
 
Eerie folktales behind the natural wonders of Iceland 



• http://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/destinations/europe/iceland/folklore-myths/  
 
Historical data & models used to predict 900M tons of sediment would be retained by 6 potential 
Andean dams on the Amazon River system 

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2017-08/wcs-pio082417.php  
 
Satellite images of Earth from July 2017 

• https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/aug/24/satellite-eye-on-earth-july-2017-in-
pictures 

 
Three climbers buried in glacier for decades have been found on Mont Blanc 

• https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/aug/24/three-bodies-found-on-mont-blanc-after-
being-hidden-by-glacier-for-decades  

 
Seismic data suggests plate tectonic activity beneath Andean Plateau produced massive volumes 
of continental crust 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/08/170823131226.htm  
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“Burning Man” is a temporary phenomenon in the Black Rock Desert of northwestern Nevada – an 
artistic city of almost 70,000 people for just a few days 

• http://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/destinations/north-america/united-
states/nevada/burning-man-nevada-art-festival/  



 
Hurricane Harvey moved through the Gulf of Mexico and onshore in Texas 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/why-amateur-radio-operators-are-watching-
hurricane-harvey-180964632/  

• https://www.usatoday.com/story/weather/2017/08/25/why-hurricane-harveys-future-so-
uncertain-hard-predict/601792001/  

• https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/25/us/hurricane-harvey.html  
• https://www.cbsnews.com/news/hurricane-harvey-texas-live-updates/  
• http://start.att.net/news/read/article/the_associated_press-

the_latest_hurricane_harvey_strengthens_off_texas-ap  
• http://www.slate.com/blogs/the_slatest/2017/08/26/hurricane_harvey_barrels_through_texa

s_coast.html  
• Images:  http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-41055674  
• Beware of Alligators:  http://www.grindtv.com/wildlife/watch-displaced-alligators-hurricane-

harvey/  
 
New report expresses concern over disease resulting from unchecked mass migrations 

• http://www.breitbart.com/texas/2017/08/17/unchecked-mass-migration-cause-deadly-
disease-outbreak-claims-report/  

 
Officials say TB outbreak in high school at Fort Bend, Texas is contained 

• http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/health/article/Despite-new-infections-officials-say-
high-school-11954025.php  

  
Smart bear – dumb human who tried to film the bear in the garage & got fined 

• https://www.treehugger.com/animals/silly-man-films-bear-garage-gets-charged.html 
 
New high-throughput technique determines if chemical has potential to activate key genes – may 
help prioritize chemical for in-depth testing to more fully assess toxicity 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/08/170822123855.htm  
 
Interior Department review of 27 National Monuments suggests revising (i.e., reducing) a few 
boundaries – but no monuments are proposed for elimination 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/national-monuments-recommendations-
handful-boundary-changes-180964628/  

• https://www.apnews.com/34f20413a25144428e36b18bd4f101f2  
• Report Summary:  https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/uploads/monument-report-

summary.pdf  
 
Hypoxia in the Gulf of Mexico is complex & should be fully characterized before attempting a 
“solution” that will cause other problems without solving the first 

• http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/opinion/columnists/iowa-view/2017/08/23/gulf-
hypoxia-not-simple-seems/590615001/  

 
It is magpie swooping season – take precautions 

• http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/canberrans-take-precautions-as-magpie-
swooping-season-begins-20170820-gy0ae7.html  



 
Gray coating may help urban heat islands stay a little cooler 

• https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/innovations/wp/2017/08/18/why-l-a-is-coating-its-
streets-with-material-that-hides-planes-from-spy-satellites/?utm_term=.acd2fb859956  

 
Animal reactions to the solar eclipse?  As our local vet said, they probably don’t care 

• http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/aquarium-monitoring-animals-during-
eclipse_us_599ad4c1e4b0a2608a6d5b7b  

 
The Ischia EQ was only M4.0 but it was deadly and highlights illegal housing in Italy 

• https://www.reviewjournal.com/news/nation-and-world/earthquake-kills-2-injures-dozens-
on-italian-island/  

• http://www.euractiv.com/section/elections/news/italys-deadly-quake-in-ischia-island-
exposes-inaction-on-illegal-homes/  

• 6M in illegal homes on Vesuvius:  http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/08/22/meet-the-squatters-
of-mt-vesuvius/ 

 
Post-whaling recovery in Southern Hemisphere varies by species – some doing well, some not 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/08/170821094306.htm  
 
New study in Europe tries to identify what drives preparedness before the flood 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/08/170821094257.htm  
 
17M Americans live near active oil or gas wells – potential for health concerns and safety 

• http://www.dailyclimate.org/tdc-newsroom/2017/aug/17-million-in-US-live-near-active-oil-or-
gas-wells 

• http://www.denverpost.com/2017/08/22/hickenlooper-firestone-explosion-response/   
 
One British company still makes TEL (tetraethyl lead) gas additive – sells to Algeria 

• http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/leaded-petrol-algeria-still-legal-innospec-
cheshire-uk-sale-export-tel-tetraethyl-lead-a7907196.html  

 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency proposing new sulfate rule to protect wild rice 

• https://www.mprnews.org/story/2017/08/21/to-protect-wild-rice-officials-suggest-new-
sulfate-rule-   

 
Leather scraps from tannery contaminated with Scotchgard® chemicals impacting fish in Rogue 
River in Michigan 

• http://www.mlive.com/news/index.ssf/2017/08/wolverine_tannery_pfos.html#incart_river_in
dex  

 
Lawsuits revive neighborhood fears of contamination from McClellan Air Force Base in California 

• http://www.sacbee.com/news/local/article168709862.html  
 
Perspective:  Does “sustainability” help the environment or just the public image of agriculture? 

• http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2017/08/22/545022259/does-sustainability-help-the-
environment-or-just-agricultures-public-image  



 
“General Social Survey” attempts to capture public perspective to allow comparison of what the 
public thinks versus scientific knowledge 

• https://arstechnica.com/science/2017/08/when-it-comes-to-controversial-science-a-little-
knowledge-is-a-problem/  

 
Non-native insect infestation only one factor involved in ongoing die-back of marsh grass in 
Mississippi Delta wetlands 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/invasive-pest-may-not-be-only-cause-recent-louisiana-marsh-
die  

 
Ecologists protest proposed environment-monitoring network funding cuts in Australia 

• http://www.nature.com/news/ecologists-protest-australia-s-plans-to-cut-funding-for-
environment-monitoring-network-1.22453  

 
Book Review:  “Grand Canyon for Sale:  Public Lands Versus Private Interests…” 

• http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v548/n7668/full/548390a.html  
  
A significant jump in the number of typhus cases, particularly in south Texas – the question is 
“why?” 

• http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/health/article/Typhus-making-comeback-in-Texas-
11732973.php 

• http://www.vocativ.com/411934/typhus-texas-comeback/ 
 
Appeals Court rejected approval of pipeline project, citing FERC did not properly analyze impact 
of burning natural gas since NEPA requires consideration of “climate change & greenhouse gas 
emissions” 

• http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/347469-court-rejects-pipeline-project-on-
climate-concerns  

 
Perspective:  Renewable fuel standard & ethanol mandate place unreasonable burdens on 
consumers & the environment 

• http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/energy-environment/347810-big-ethanols-fuel-
mandate-costs-american-taxpayers  

 
Floodwaters in streams in Northern Ireland came “like a tsunami” & caused significant damage 
(videos) 

• http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/northern-ireland-floods-it-came-
like-a-tsunami-and-took-livestock-and-buildings-36063171.html 

 
Equus animals have evolved to stand and run on just one toe on each hoof 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/study-shows-how-horses-ended-only-one-
toe-180964618/   

 
10 things that create poor indoor air quality that can be detrimental to your health 

• http://www.care2.com/greenliving/10-things-that-destroy-indoor-air-quality.html  
 
************************************  
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Construction begins on phase two $1.3B Cinnamon Shore beachfront community on Mustang 
Island at Port Aransas, Texas – a bigger hurricane target? 

• https://www.bizjournals.com/sanantonio/news/2017/08/18/construction-begins-for-1-3-
billion-expansion-of.html  

 
Construction phase begins at new port terminal in Charleston, South Carolina 

• http://www.postandcourier.com/business/work-at-charleston-s-new-port-terminal-set-to-
shift/article_d47527f2-836b-11e7-8bbd-334c8dcb7ce8.html  

 
Pollution build-up behind Conowingo Dam may hamper ongoing efforts to clean-up Chesapeake 
Bay 

• http://www.npr.org/2017/08/22/543943909/pollution-buildup-at-conowingo-dam-may-harm-
chesapeake-bay-cleanup  

 
Delaware Coastal Cleanup celebrating 30 years of efforts and success 

• http://www.capegazette.com/article/delaware-coastal-cleanup-celebrates-30-years/139803  
 
International Coastal Cleanup Day scheduled for 16 September 2017 

• https://oceanconservancy.org/trash-free-seas/international-coastal-cleanup/  
 
Why are coastal towns so colorful? 

• http://www.cntraveler.com/story/why-coastal-towns-are-so-colorful  



 
State of New York files suit against EPA over dumping of dredge spoil in Long Island Sound 

• https://riverheadlocal.com/2017/08/18/n-y-state-files-suit-epa-dredge-spoil-dumping-l-
sound/  

 
Question of authority over groin permits on South Carolina Coast in Georgetown County 

• http://www.southstrandnews.com/news/renourishment-groin-permits-frustrate-pawleys-
town-council/article_b198d374-81e4-11e7-8ac6-3f2c09f28d7a.html  

 
Lack of public access to beaches costs town funds for beach restoration project on Pawleys Island 

• http://www.coastalobserver.com/articles/2017/081717/2.html  
 
US Interior Department may approve building of gravel oil-drilling island in Arctic north of Alaska 

• http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/interior-department-poised-to-approve-arctic-oil-
drilling-island/article/2631869  

• https://www.dallasnews.com/business/energy/2017/08/19/houston-firmsplan-moves-ahead-
become-first-drill-arctic-waters  

• Draft EIS:  http://www.worldoil.com/news/2017/8/18/boem-publishes-draft-eis-for-hilcorp-oil-
gas-project-in-beaufort-sea  

 
Federal judge issues order for immediate removal of ocean barriers (Wave Dissipation System) on 
Harbor Island & Isle of Palms 

• http://www.islandpacket.com/news/local/article167114562.html 
 
Seagrass meadows surrounding Anna Maria Island in Florida viewed as rainforests of the sea 

• http://www.amisun.com/2017/08/22/seagrass-rainforests-sea/  
 
18-month joint project to assess release of fish & fishing under the FishSmart Program 

• http://www.sportfishingmag.com/south-atlantic-red-snapper-and-redfish-release-project-
announced  

 
Tighter regulations being considered to address coastal concerns for sedimentation doing off 
developments at Okura and Long Bay, New Zealand 

• https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/96045576/tighter-sedimentation-rules-needed-with-climate-
change  

 
Houston politician thinks storm surge protection is needed for facilities along Houston Ship 
Channel 

• http://www.chron.com/news/politics/us/article/Houston-Congressman-differ-but-agree-on-
storm-11953583.php  

 
Adani Mining to fight $12,000 fine for unauthorized release of sediment-laden storm water (8 times 
permitted volume) from Abbot Point coal terminal in Queensland, Australia 

• http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/international/2017-08-24/adani-mining-giant-to-fight-12k-
fine-for-environmental-breach/1696332  

 


