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Now, THIS is a snowpack!!!  Too deep in the Sierra Nevada to be measured! (video) 

• http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2017/03/02/western-snowpack-too-deep-
scientists-measuring-devices/98623436/  

 
A new method for calculating groundwater recharge – guess what? There’s more for humans! 

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2017-02/uof-cro022817.php  
  
“…an entrenched political worldview can lead to saying things that make you look silly” – like man-
made global warming 

• http://blogs.agu.org/wildwildscience/2017/03/03/weathercaster-survey-shows-increasing-
acceptance-climate-science/  

 
Drone footage of most recent eruption of Mount Etna in Italy 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vBxA8KMB0gA  
 
Assessing hazard maps and forecasts using insights from baseball 

• https://www.earthmagazine.org/article/assessing-how-well-earthquake-hazard-maps-work-
insights-weather-and-baseball  

 
Genetic studies show the last Wrangel Wooly Mammoths were riddled with bad mutations, losing 
their sense of smell and suffering from heartburn 



• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/genes-last-woolly-mammoths-were-riddled-
bad-mutations-study-finds-180962381/ 

  
NASA data shows ongoing subsidence of San Joaquin Valley in California – as much as 2 feet in 
2015-2016 

• https://phys.org/news/2017-03-nasa-california-san-joaquin-valley.html  
 
Toward a clear and logical definition of waters of the US – not ephemeral systems 

• http://dailycaller.com/2017/02/27/trump-will-order-epa-to-dismantle-obama-era-waters-of-
the-us-rule/  

• Report of 114th Congress:  https://oversight.house.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2016/10/WOTUS-OGR-Report-final-for-release-1814-Logo-1.pdf   

 
“Ageing” mechanism called key to predicting EQs 

• https://news.upenn.edu/news/researchers-gain-insight-physical-phenomenon-leads-
earthquakes  

 
The mantle of Earth is hotter than previously thought 

• http://www.livescience.com/58097-earth-mantle-is-hotter-than-realized.html  
 
Using Newton’s second law and energy conservation to describe with precision how snow & sand 
surfaces erode when exposed to the wind 

• https://phys.org/news/2017-03-sand-erosion.html  
 
Tree scars record 700 years of natural & cultural fire history in northern boreal forest 

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2017-03/esoa-tsr030117.php  
 
Accessing “exclusive economic zones” that extend 200 nautical miles into the ocean 

• http://blogs.discovermagazine.com/the-extremo-files/2017/02/27/lighter-faster-cheaper-
broadening-access-to-the-deep-sea/#.WLWzJ2_yuM8  

 
Catalog of 208 minerals that originate principally or exclusively due to human activities 

• https://phys.org/news/2017-03-human-caused-minerals-bolsters-argument-declare.html  
 
Update:  Bertha got a bit off-course, tunnel stops temporarily 

• http://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/transportation/bertha-takes-a-break-as-it-nears-
finish-line-in-tunnel-project/  

 
2017 seismic hazard model forecasts lower damaging ground shaking levels in central & eastern 
US 

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2017-03/ssoa-2fs030117.php  
 
Moment by moment computer model of the 2013 Bingham Canyon landslide (animations) 

• https://phys.org/news/2017-03-bingham-canyon-landslide-moment.html  
 
3 million Americans primarily in OK and KS, at risk from human-induced EQs in 2017 – spotlight 
on Oklahoma, New Madrid zone, and California 



• http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2017/03/01/man-made-earthquakes-usgs-
report-fracking/98579248/  

• USGS:  https://www.usgs.gov/news/new-usgs-maps-identify-potential-ground-shaking-
hazards-2017  

 
New study raises questions about how the atmosphere and ocean formed on Earth 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/02/170227120333.htm  
 
Can you name all the past continents and when they existed? 

• http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/what-were-names-past-supercontinents-when-did-they-exist-
1609458  

 
New research suggests a solid shell around Earth that preceded the initiation of plate tectonics 

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2017-02/uom-epb022317.php  
 
Federal Jury in South Carolina finds two Aegean engineers guilty of concealing illegal discharges 
of oily bilge water under Act to Prevent Pollution from Ships (APPS) 

• http://www.marinelog.com/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=25184:jury-finds-two-
aegean-engineers-guilty-in-magic-pipe-case&Itemid=227 

 
As climate changes, effective management policies could facilitate global fish recovery 

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2017-02/vc-srk021817.php   
 
Global Fishing Watch is monitoring illegal fishing with satellite data 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/innovation/fighting-illegal-fishing-big-data-180962321/ 
 
84% of wildfires in the US are intentionally caused by humans or by human activity 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/study-shows-84-wildfires-caused-humans-
180962315/  

 
Oldest fossil formed by iron-loving bacteria discovered in Canada, dated as 3.77 Billion years old 

• http://www.sci-news.com/paleontology/worlds-oldest-fossils-canada-04661.html  
 
Deforestation in Eastern Siberia initiated melting of permafrost and the “megaslump” or 
“thermokarst” continues to expand 

• http://www.treehugger.com/natural-sciences/siberias-doorway-underworld-growing-
alarming-rate.html 

 
Mollusk fossils provide reliable measure of changes in human-driven marine environment & shifts 
in oceanic biodiversity 

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2017-02/uof-mga022817.php  
 
Waipara penguins from the Paleocene (about 61 myo) had body length of approximately 5 feet  

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2017-02/s-tof022817.php  
 
Studying coccolithophores in the calcareous ooze to understand changes the climate of Earth 

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2017-02/wuis-sot022417.php  



 
Was this the beginning of the man-made carbon dioxide global warming hype? 

• http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/shell-climate-change-film-
1991_us_58b5e9ade4b0a8a9b786d428  

• “Climate of Concern” movie - https://thecorrespondent.com/6285/shell-made-a-film-about-
climate-change-in-1991-then-neglected-to-heed-its-own-warning/692663565-875331f6  

 
Two new projects costing $2.7M aimed at making geothermal energy more economically attractive 

• http://newscenter.lbl.gov/2017/03/01/new-projects-make-geothermal-energy-economically-
attractive/  

 
Explaining why ungulates got bigger in the Neogene 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/02/170227082532.htm  
 
Computer model of breakup of iceberg logjams (animations) 

• https://phys.org/news/2017-03-breakup-iceberg-logjams.html  
 
Down to Earth with cave scientist and paleo-climatologist Kathleen Johnson 

• https://www.earthmagazine.org/article/down-earth-cave-scientist-and-paleoclimatologist-
kathleen-johnson  

 
Gold mining contributes to seismicity of South Africa 

• http://www.miningweekly.com/article/research-finds-mining-not-the-only-contributor-to-
seismic-events-2017-03-03  
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Will naming the Anthropocene have a significant impact on human perception and behavior? 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/02/170227150342.htm  
 
“Tsunami of sewage spills” from Tijuana, Mexico, that polluted beaches in San Diego, California, 
believed to be intentional 

• http://finance.yahoo.com/news/tsunami-sewage-spills-sparked-outrage-042854847.html  
 
WHO lists 12 bacteria that pose greatest human health threat because of antibiotic resistance 

• https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/feb/27/world-health-organisation-12-antibiotic-
resistant-bacteria-threat-human-health  

• WSU research:  https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2017-02/wsu-wlf022817.php  
 
Johns Hopkins engineering single-cell organisms to seek out and eat deadly bacteria 

• http://www.baltimoresun.com/health/maryland-health/bs-hs-engineered-cells-20170224-
story.html  

 
Understanding the Veterinary Feed Directive as it applies to medicated mineral feeds to respond 
to antibiotic resistance 

• http://www.cattlenetwork.com/news/industry/medicated-minerals-age-vfd  
 
Excessive runoff from impermeable surfaces causing erosion problems in many watersheds 

• http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/baltimore-county/towson/ph-tt-stream-
restoration-0301-20170301-story.html  

 
Humans have a long history of changing the ecology of the Amazon rainforest 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/pristine-untouched-amazonian-rainforest-
was-actually-shaped-humans-180962378/  

 
Tracking tags now put wildlife at risk of “cyber poaching” 

• http://www.terradaily.com/reports/Canada_conservationist_warns_of_cyber_poaching_999.
html 

 
Collateral damage is inadvertently geo-engineering the oceans and that is not a good thing 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/human-pollution-may-be-fertilizing-oceans-
not-good-180962346/   

 
40-year trend study of changes in water quality in New Jersey streams – some good, some not so 
good 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/40-year-trend-study-finds-signs-improved-water-quality-new-
jersey-streams-0  

 
Californians complained about restrictions during the drought & now complain about too much 
water 

• https://ww2.kqed.org/science/2017/02/27/californias-water-system-built-for-a-climate-we-
no-longer-have/  



 
Rep. Ryan Zinke of Montana is confirmed as new Secretary of Interior – arrives for work on 
horseback 

• http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/321766-senate-confirms-zinke-to-lead-interior  
• https://www.yahoo.com/news/interior-secy-ponies-first-day-office-160129221--politics.html  

 
BHPF touted as BPA alternative, but shows potential for hormone disruption 

• https://arstechnica.com/science/2017/03/bpa-free-another-stand-in-chemical-also-disrupts-
hormones-in-lab-tests/  

 
Technological hazard:  the challenge of ensuring cybersecurity of our infrastructure  

• http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/technology/321987-the-cybersecurity-of-the-
infrastructure-of-the-united-states  

 
Lake Titicaca was worshipped by the Incas – now polluted & causing rash of health problems 
(images) 

• https://www.yahoo.com/news/contamination-lake-titicaca-lake-worshipped-slideshow-wp-
171856217.html 

 
New images reveal scale of damage to the spillway at Oroville 

• http://blogs.agu.org/landslideblog/2017/03/01/oroville-spillway/  
 
Harassing wildlife with drones is illegal and can cause too much stress on the animals 

• http://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/stampede-drone-1500-elk-charge-wyoming-snow-
45720077  

 
Can you believe it?  Giraffe cam temporarily shut down because showing giraffe about to give 
birth was decried as “nudity & sexual content” 

• http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/giraffe-video-removed-for-sexual-
content_us_58aefcb3e4b057efdce9adb8  

 
Daily mapping facilitates tracking disease outbreaks and appropriate responses 

• http://www.thehorse.com/articles/38857/disease-maps-surveillance-system-help-navigate-
outbreaks  

 
New AIVD Report on increasing numbers & threat of returning jihadist travelers (pdf download 
link) 

• https://english.aivd.nl/publications/publications/2017/02/15/publication-focus-on-returnees  
 
Actions to get EPA back to its core mission or protecting air & water quality 

• https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-02-25/environmental-chief-promises-swift-
rollback-of-obama-era-rules  

 
Human viruses prevalent in urban streams and bovine viruses prevalent in agricultural streams 
within the Great Lakes Basin 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/human-cattle-viruses-detected-some-great-lakes-tributaries  
 



California promises to spend $387M to pay for high-priority flood prevention projects 
• http://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/article134767129.html 

 
Rates of colorectal cancer are continuing to rise among young adults while rates in older adults 
are decreasing 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/new-study-shows-sharp-rise-colorectal-
cancers-among-young-adults-180962318/  

  
Fecal Transplant Foundation educates patients & physicians on option for treating chronic C. 
difficile infections that can be life threatening 

• http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/its-time-for-fda-approved-
poo_us_58ade5a9e4b040d4868a639a  

 
“Recovery” depicted by California drought maps is very misleading – groundwater levels have not 
recovered and the demand for water has not decreased 

• http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-g-california-drought-map-htmlstory.html  
• http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-cachuma-rain-20170225-story.html  

 
“The Burren” movie explores winter grazing in Ireland 

• http://www.treehugger.com/sustainable-agriculture/how-irish-cattle-farmers-preserve-
strange-ancient-landscape.html  

 
Viewing polar bears raises both political and ethical questions in this Arctic town 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/politics-viewing-polar-bears-180962303/  
 
A polar bear by any other name… 

• http://www.treehugger.com/animals/15-poetic-names-polar-bears-around-world.html  
 
Lawsuits on possible connection between Monsanto & EPA official in suppressing inquiries into 
link between glyphosate-based “Roundup” weed killer and cancer 

• https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-02-27/monsanto-cancer-suits-turn-to-
alleged-whitewash-by-epa-official  

 
Fall armyworm caterpillars are small, but cause widespread destruction of crops in southern Africa 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/very-very-hungry-caterpillar-wreaking-havoc-
africas-crops-180962312/  

 
Asian air pollution and frequent heat waves responsible for persistence of smog over the US 

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2017-03/pu-aph022817.php  
 
Magnesium chloride road salts act as fertilizer to aquatic system populations 

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2017-02/rpi-rsa022817.php 
 
Google being used to map trees and shade in urban areas 

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2017-02/ez-ugt022817.php  
 



California to implement even more and tougher emission rules for gas-powered garden equipment 
since they are now the biggest ozone polluter in the State 

• http://www.npr.org/2017/02/28/517576431/california-weighs-tougher-emissions-rules-for-
gas-powered-garden-equipment  

 
Calculating the environmental footprint of the life cycle of creating a loaf of bread – half the 
impacts come from cultivation of wheat 

• http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2017/02/27/517531611/whats-the-environmental-
footprint-of-a-loaf-of-bread-now-we-know  

 
Cap and trade policy in California has not reduced air pollution and actually increased pollution 
and adverse effects in some neighborhoods 

• http://www.npr.org/2017/02/24/515379885/environmental-groups-say-californias-climate-
program-has-not-helped-them  

 
Environmentalists concerned over continuing use of lead ammunition on federal lands and refuges 

• http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/interior-secretary-ryan-zinke-lead-
ammunition_us_58b881d9e4b02a4e8ddb710f  
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NSF announces new Long-Term Ecological Research sites off Alaska, New England coasts 

• https://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=191149&org=GEO&from=news  
 
USGS facilitates forecast for energy supply of the world 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/forecasting-world-s-energy-resources  



 
The infrastructure opportunity nobody is talking about – yet 

• https://www.edf.org/blog/2017/02/28/infrastructure-opportunity-nobody-talking-about-yet  
 
Technical assessments underpin the success of ecosystem-based adaptation 

• http://reliefweb.int/report/world/technical-assessments-underpin-success-ecosystem-based-
adaptation  

 
Environmental justice foundation calls on gov’t to safeguard inshore zone – Liberia, Africa 

• http://www.frontpageafricaonline.com/index.php/news/3484-environmental-justice-
foundation-calls-on-gov-t-to-safeguard-inshore-zone  

 
Sea Change: Washington Supreme Court decision affects coastal energy projects 

• http://www.natlawreview.com/article/sea-change-washington-supreme-court-decision-
affects-coastal-energy-projects  

 
Where have all the otters gone? – Central California 

• http://www.coastalview.com/opinion/where-have-all-the-otters-gone/article_6be0c88e-fba5-
11e6-804b-673a0b78d58f.html  

 
South Africa: will mining company be held accountable for damage to West Coast? 

• http://allafrica.com/stories/201702270110.html  
 
GroundUp: critical court showdown on mining and environment – South Africa 

• https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2017-02-19-groundup-critical-court-showdown-on-
mining-and-environment/#.WLW1KW_yuM8  

 
Crocodile hatchery centre reopens after 4 years – Bhitarkanika National Park, India 

• http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/crocodile-hatchery-centre-reopens-
after-4-years/articleshow/57340499.cms  

 
The growing appeal of native plants – “Plant NoVA Natives” in Virginia 

• http://www.fairfaxtimes.com/articles/opinions/the-growing-appeal-of-native-
plants/article_c54ef1d8-efda-11e6-8a85-cb207580824a.html  

 
Grays Harbor, Willapa salmon fisheries will see another tough season in 2017 – Washington  

• http://www.northcoastnews.com/news/grays-harbor-willapa-salmon-fisheries-will-see-
another-tough-season-in-2017/  

 
Prime Minister Christie's remarks at UN Small Island Developing States Symposium in Nassau 

• http://www.thebahamasweekly.com/publish/bis-news-
updates/Prime_Minister_Christie_s_Remarks_at_UN_Small_Island_Developing_States_Sy
mposium_in_Nassau52673.shtml  

 
Federation plan links restoration, economy – upcoming summit in North Carolina 

• http://www.coastalreview.org/2017/02/19663/  



 
Oak Island and other coastal communities work to restore beaches (Video) – Southeastern North 
Carolina 

• http://www.starnewsonline.com/news/20170223/oak-island-and-other-coastal-communities-
work-to-restore-beaches  

  
Updating the $50 billion plan to defend and restore the Gulf Coast 

• https://www.pri.org/stories/2017-02-15/updating-50-billion-plan-defend-and-restore-gulf-
coast  

 


