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Storm brings heavy rain and snows, mudslides and flooding in the West 

• http://www.accuweather.com/en/weather-news/flooding-problems-to-mount-as-storm-train-
aims-for-california/70000496  

 
Court rules that yet another “hockey stick” defamation law suit can go to court – threatens right of 
science to challenge research – Michael Mann has history of filing suits 

• http://nypost.com/2017/01/01/michael-mann-court-decision-threatens-the-first-amendment/  
• http://arstechnica.com/science/2016/12/climate-researchers-defamation-suit-about-

insulting-columns-is-on/  
• e.g., 2014:  http://www.climatesciencewatch.org/2014/01/14/mann-defamation-lawsuit-law-

of-the-case-doctrine/  
• e.g., 2013:  http://arstechnica.com/science/2013/07/hockey-stick-graph-climate-

researchers-defamation-suit-to-go-forward/  
 
Georgia Tech climatologist resigns rather than continue to navigate the stifling political orthodoxy 
on climate change (i.e., man-made global warming) 

• https://pjmedia.com/trending/2017/01/06/georgia-tech-climatologist-chooses-career-
suicide-to-keep-her-scientific-integrity//  

 
Really?  A scheme to geo-engineer thicker Arctic sea ice? 

• http://arstechnica.com/science/2017/01/could-freezing-more-water-save-arctic-sea-ice/  
 



AMOC (Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation) is weakening & cold interval up to several 
hundred years likely to result in Europe – though climate models over-stabilize the AMOC 

• http://finance.yahoo.com/news/scientists-might-seriously-underestimating-risk-
225654967.html  

• https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2017/01/what-a-real-debate-looks-like-in-
climate-science/512444/  

 
New technique predicts frequency of local, heavy precipitation events from large-scale patterns in 
atmospheric data, more extreme storms for California 

• http://news.mit.edu/2017/more-extreme-storms-ahead-california-0103  
 
Tillikum, orca featured in documentary “Black Fish” has died at SeaWorld following 25 years in 
captivity – necropsy to determine cause of death 

• https://gma.yahoo.com/tilikum-seaworld-killer-whale-featured-blackfish-died-162104705--
abc-news-topstories.html  

 
“Granny” the oldest known orca is missing and presumed deceased 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/worlds-oldest-orca-missing-and-believed-
dead-180961635/  

 
Data from 2012 M8.6 EQ suggests new plate boundary is forming in the Indian Ocean 

• http://phys.org/news/2017-01-earthquake-plate-boundary-indian-ocean.html  
 
New study suggests CO2 levels at 650 ppm in the atmosphere 1.5M years after Chicxulub impact 

• http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2017/01/fossil-leaves-suggest-global-warming-will-be-
harder-fight-scientists-thought  

 
Photo-essay of December 2016 Earth images captured by ESA & NASA 

• https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jan/04/satellite-eye-on-earth-december-
2016-in-pictures  

 
3-D seismic surveys using long-offset broadband acquisition technology suggest large resource in 
West Orphan Basin offshore of Newfoundland and Labrador 

• http://www.epmag.com/new-survey-highlights-enormous-resource-potential-1456511#p=full  
 
Scientists look forward to real debate and challenging man-made global warming under the new 
political administration 

• http://www.breitbart.com/big-government/2017/01/02/climate-change-skeptics-welcome-
open-debate-trump-presidency/ 

 
Pingos form when ice pushes up the overlying earth materials creating topographic highs 

• https://www.theguardian.com/science/2017/jan/05/how-ice-creates-mini-mountains  
 
40 years of records kept by “the snow guardian” from Gothic, Colorado (video) 

• http://www.treehugger.com/climate-change/man-who-lives-alone-woods-has-recorded-40-
years-important-data-snow.html  

 



New viewing area for the Kamokuna lava ocean entry opens in Hawaii  
• http://westhawaiitoday.com/news/local-news/new-lava-viewing-area-opens  

 
10 massive ancient tsunamis that shaped Earth and changed cultures 

• http://listverse.com/2017/01/02/10-terrifying-ancient-tsunamis/ 
 
Study estimates frequency of volcanic eruptions causing flight-disrupting ash clouds across 
Europe 

• http://www.spacedaily.com/reports/New_study_estimates_frequency_of_flight_disrupting_v
olcanic_eruptions_999.html  

 
On New Year’s Eve, 26-acre lava delta in Hawaii Volcanoes National Park collapsed into the 
ocean 

• http://www.livescience.com/57381-hawaii-lava-delta-collapse.html  
 
Down to Earth with: paleoclimatologist Raymond S. Bradley 

• http://www.earthmagazine.org/article/down-earth-paleoclimatologist-raymond-s-bradley  
 
EQs do occur in Great Britain – how big and how often? 

• http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/north-sea-earthquake-how-often-
12403115  

 
Cuban National Seismological Research Center (CENAIS) updated seismic network to monitor 
activity and to provide an early warning system 

• http://www.cubanews.acn.cu/cuba/6247-cuban-seismological-system-updated-in-2016  
 
Battle over dinosaurs in Tweets between Creationist and the Washington Post  

• http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/ken-ham-noahs-ark-dinosaurs-twitter-
fight_us_5869e405e4b0de3a08f8f4a5  

 
Dinosaur eggs appear to have taken many weeks to months to hatch 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/baby-teeth-show-dinosaurs-took-months-
hatch-180961634/  

 
Seismic upgrades still needed at three hospitals in Sonoma County, California 

• http://www.pressdemocrat.com/news/6485839-181/buildings-at-three-sonoma-
county?artslide=0  

 
Giant snow “mushrooms” can grow up to 12 feet wide 

• http://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/giant-snow-mushrooms-are-winters-rarest-natural-
wonder  

 
Planetary geology is becoming a stronger geoscience discipline 

• http://www.nature.com/ngeo/journal/v10/n1/full/ngeo2874.html  
 
New “last ditch” effort will be aimed at saving the critically endangered vaquita 



• http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/dolphins-vaquita-
porpoise_us_586c9901e4b0d9a5945d2801  

 
Owning & selling shark fins is now a crime in the State of Rhode Island 

• http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/shark-fins-rhode-
island_us_586b6650e4b0de3a08f94c00  

   
Exploring the link between tropical glaciers and water resources in the Cordillera Blanca of Peru 

• http://phys.org/news/2017-01-explore-link-tropical-glaciers.html  
 
In Australia, acacia trees and termite mounds could help in locating gold deposits in sedimentary 
pisolitic ferricrete 

• http://www.mining-journal.com/commodities/gold/trees-and-termites-point-to-gold/  
 
Adjusted data once again shows “no detectable slowdown in ocean warming of 15 years” 

• http://phys.org/news/2017-01-steady-oceans-years.html  
 
3D ocean map tracks global water masses & may provide help with ecological marine unit 
conservation 

• http://www.nature.com/news/3d-ocean-map-tracks-ecosystems-in-unprecedented-detail-
1.21240  

• ESRI website:  http://www.esri.com/ecological-marine-units  
 
We have newly designated marine preserves, do they really work? 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/momentum-grows-ocean-preserves-how-
well-do-they-work-180961690/ 

 
King Air A90 monitors the California snowpack in great detail 

• http://www.airspacemag.com/flight-today/nasa-snow-observatory-180960961/  
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Coddle people….and when natural conditions pose a risk, they panic 

• http://www.latimes.com/sdhoy-state-of-panic-grips-northern-california-as-atmospheric-river-
approaches-the-sierra-nevada-20170106-story.html  

 
Pilgrim nuclear power plant spikes radiation to meet demand for power  

• http://peakoil.com/enviroment/overwhelmed-massachusetts-nuclear-power-plant-spikes-
with-radiation  

 
These bats help pollinate agave, so it was Tequila makers to the rescue to save the species 

• https://www.yahoo.com/news/volunteers-tequila-makers-lift-imperiled-bat-off-mat-
222828570.html  

 
Humans need to care about biodiversity because our existence depends on it (video) 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/video-why-should-humans-care-about-
biodiversity-loss-180961708/  

 
Estimated 540 tons of metals contaminated Animas River following EPA caused wastewater spill  

• http://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2017/01/06/epa-540-tons-metals-entered-river-colo-
mine-spill/96261974/  

• Fate & Transport Analysis (pdf link):  https://www.epa.gov/goldkingmine/fate-transport-
analysis  

 



World Economic Forum releases Renewable Infrastructure Investment Handbook….but does it 
reflect the true costs of alternative energies and their impact on the environment? 

• http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Renewable_Infrastructure_Investment_Handbook.pdf  
 
Update:  Delta Tunnel plan in California – Obama ordering accelerated Environmental Review 
process 

• http://www.sacbee.com/news/state/california/water-and-
drought/delta/article124507564.html  

• http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/Obama-looks-to-speed-up-Jerry-Brown-s-delta-
10835749.php 

 
Human activity is taking a global toll on our rivers 

• http://e360.yale.edu/feature/new_look_at_rivers_reveals_toll_of_human_activity_yellowsto
ne_river/3067/  

  
CRS Report:   “EPA Regulations – Too Much, Too Little, or On Track?” … “a series of one-sided, 
politically-charged regulations” 

• https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R41561.pdf  
 
CRS Report:   EPA and the Army Corps’ Rule to Define “Waters of the United States” 

• https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R43455.pdf  
 
US Army Corps of Engineers to continue streamlined pipeline permitting program through March 
2022 despite requests for greater scrutiny 

• http://www.platts.com/latest-news/oil/washington/us-army-corps-keeps-oil-pipelines-in-
streamlined-21517802 

 
Photo-essay on cholera in Haiti following Hurricane Matthew 

• http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/12/cholera-haiti-disease-hurricane-matthew/   
 
In Alaska, sea gulls feeding in garbage dumps are acquiring antibiotic resistant E. coli bacteria 

• https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/science/2017/01/03/alaska-gulls-are-picking-up-
antibiotic-resistant-bacteria-and-public-health-implications-are-worrisome/  

 
New experimental antibiotics show promise against MRSA…but for how long? 

• http://www.sci-news.com/medicine/experimental-antibiotics-mrsa-04506.html  
 
Vermont is conducting multi-year study of environmental stresses for moose population 

• http://www.csmonitor.com/Environment/2017/0104/What-might-Vermont-learn-from-its-
multi-year-moose-study  

 
New regulations make it more difficult to give antibiotics to livestock 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/it-just-got-harder-give-antibiotics-farm-
animals-180961638/ 

• VFD Final Rule:  
http://www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/DevelopmentApprovalProcess/ucm071807.htm  

• Mod 29: VFD:  http://aast.cfsph.iastate.edu/VFD/index.htm  



 
Are bristlecone pines (Pinus longaeva) in the White Mountains of California at risk? 

• http://www.livescience.com/57337-climate-change-killing-bristlecone-pines.html  
 
Perspective:  “Human Beings are the Real 'Disaster for Wildlife', Not David Attenborough” 

• http://www.huffingtonpost.com.au/elissa-sursara/human-beings-are-the-real-disaster-for-
wildlife-not-david-att/  

  
Feral house cats can now be found in 99.8% of Australia and pose serious environmental threat 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/feral-cats-now-cover-998-percent-australia-
180961680/  

 
Loss of plant species has domino effect and triggers extinction of animals 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/01/170104103920.htm  
 
Global natural disasters resulted in payouts of approximately $50B in 2016 

• http://www.insurancejournal.com/news/international/2017/01/04/437111.htm  
 
Reflecting on 2016 natural hazards and the need for preparedness 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/natural-hazards-2016  
 
Bias toward English-language science can result in preventable crises, duplicated efforts and lost 
knowledge 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/english-language-science-can-cause-
problems-180961623/  

 
Perspective:  Cities are the new laboratories of evolution 

• http://www.anthropocenemagazine.org/2017/01/cities-are-the-new-laboratories-of-
evolution/  

 
Using epidemiology models to assess impacts and spread of gun violence in Chicago 

• http://arstechnica.com/science/2017/01/gunshot-wounds-are-contagious-bullets-spread-
like-the-flu-study-finds/  

 
How secure is our border when bribes allow illegal drug trafficking and illegal immigration? 

• http://www.allgov.com/news/top-stories/homeland-border-employees-took-millions-in-
bribes-to-allow-massive-secret-influx-of-illegal-drugs-and-immigrants-
161229?news=859989  

 
Plastics are a scourge on the environment, so why are states banning a ban? 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/why-michigan-banned-banning-plastic-bags-
180961630/  

 
A New Year’s resolution to educate “city-folk” on how their food is produced 

• http://www.cattlenetwork.com/advice-and-tips/make-resolution-educate-our-non-farm-
cousins-about-how-we-produce-their-food  

 



Toxic gas caused death of 4 children in Amarillo, Texas, home after rodenticide mixed with water, 
meant to wash it away, created phosphine gas 

• https://www.yahoo.com/celebrity/4-children-die-mouse-poison-134305917.html   
• https://gma.yahoo.com/water-poured-rodenticide-caused-4-deaths-texas-home-

213915018.html  
 
Proposal by Canadian company to bury nuclear power plant waste near Lake Huron is 
controversial 

• https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/company-stands-by-plan-to-bury-nuke-waste-
near-lake-huron/2017/01/03/30499fb8-d21e-11e6-9651-54a0154cf5b3_story.html 

 
Battle over the Dakota Access Pipeline is not yet over 

• http://www.npr.org/2017/01/04/506714991/dakota-pipeline-protesters-nearby-residents-
brace-for-2017  

 
Poyang Lake, largest freshwater lake in China, continues to shrink and species are endangered 

• http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/poyang-lake-china-
shrinking_us_5865f4cee4b0d9a5945ae646  

 
Poor environmental compliance on hydro-dam construction site have harmed water quality & fish 
habitat 

• http://www.theprovince.com/news/local+news/hydro+imperils+environment+site+constructi
on+inspection/12638928/story.html  

 
The “mesentery” is now recognized as a human organ 

• http://arstechnica.com/science/2017/01/a-ruffled-intestinal-support-called-the-mesentery-
may-be-our-79th-organ/  

 
Understanding fluctuations in renewable energy production should influence policy and policy 
making 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/12/161231184935.htm  
 
The movement and evolution of the pathogen that caused the Irish potato famine in the 1840s 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/12/161228144442.htm  
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Demonstration: stand against illegal sand mining – Marina, California on 16 Jan 2017 

• https://www.indybay.org/newsitems/2017/01/05/18795141.php 
 
When the Arctic coast retreats, life in the shallow water areas drastically changes 

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2017-01/awih-wta010417.php  
• http://arstechnica.com/science/2017/01/putting-a-dollar-sign-on-the-damage-alaska-faces-

due-to-climate-change/  
• http://www.upi.com/Science_News/2017/01/04/Scientists-consider-the-effects-of-coastal-

erosion-in-the-Arctic/9701483554251/  
 
Storm surge damage falls $8.3 billion a year in Louisiana's new coastal plan 

• http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2017/01/2017_master_plan_surge_damage.ht
ml 

 
Beach battleground: coastal communities wary of 'biggest reform in a generation' – New South 
Wales 

• http://www.canberratimes.com.au/environment/beach-battleground-coastal-communities-
wary-of-biggest-reform-in-a-generation-20161229-gtjpqe.html  

 
State of the Bays report shows the good and the bad - Delaware 

• http://www.coastalpoint.com/content/state-bays-report-shows-good-and-bad_12_29_2016  
• Report:  https://www.inlandbays.org/wp-content/uploads/Final-CIB-State-of-the-Bays-2016-low-res.pdf  

 
From the mountains to the sea: Coastal geologist speaks his mind 

• http://www.thestate.com/news/local/article122882114.html  
 
Falmouth Focuses Again on Threats to Coastline - Massachusetts 



• http://www.capecod.com/newscenter/falmouth-focuses-again-on-threats-to-coastline/  
 
Making Boston’s waterfront climate ready; harbor barrier study 

• http://northendwaterfront.com/2017/01/making-bostons-waterfront-climate-ready-harbor-
barrier-study/  

• Report:  
https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/20161207_climate_ready_boston_digital2.pdf  

 
Study: coastal NC officials not willing to prepare for sea level rise 

• http://wunc.org/post/study-coastal-nc-officials-not-willing-prepare-sea-level-rise#stream/0  
 
U.S. to study using sand from Bahamas to protect Florida coast 

• http://www.claimsjournal.com/news/southeast/2017/01/04/275960.htm  
 
Reclusive 'feathered mouse' disappearing from Virginia 

• http://www.dailypress.com/news/science/dp-nws-evg-black-rail-bird-20161223-story.html  
 
Oil residues accelerate coastal wetland losses 

• https://eos.org/research-spotlights/oil-residues-accelerate-coastal-wetland-losses  
 
What’s killing the world’s shorebirds? 

• https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/what-rsquo-s-killing-the-world-rsquo-s-
shorebirds/  

 
Tons of plastics pollute Great Lakes 

• http://www.lenconnect.com/news/20170104/tons-of-plastics-pollute-great-lakes  
 
 


