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 International multi-media event combines science, media, art & indigenous cultures to celebrate 
the Solstice (video) 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/its-global-solstice-party-and-
youre-invited-180959462/  

 
Massive amounts of raw materials were used to build this massive lock in Belgium 

• https://gcaptain.com/photos-worlds-largest-lock-kieldrecht-opens-in-belgium/  
 
Light pollution prevents many Americans from seeing the Milky Way 

• http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/06/10/481545778/light-pollution-hides-
milky-way-from-80-percent-of-north-americans-atlas-shows  

• http://www.treehugger.com/natural-sciences/10-shocking-facts-nighttime-sky-world-
atlas-light-pollution.html  

 
Will there be any real advantages for cave & karst research from the presidential visit? 

• http://new.www.huffingtonpost.com/bob-brinkmann/president-obama-shines-
li_b_10461046.html  

 
Is an EQ of magnitude greater than the M7.8 Nepal quake of April 2015 due to hit the Himalayas? 

• http://phys.org/news/2016-06-afterslip-april-nepal-earthquake-buildup.html  
• http://www.gulf-times.com/story/498144/Higher-than-7-8-magnitude-quake-could-hit-

Himalaya  



• http://www.upi.com/Science_News/2016/06/13/Study-suggests-mounting-tectonic-
tensions-in-the-Himalayas/9991465841893/  

 
Book excerpt:  “Ancient Wyoming:  A Dozen Lost Worlds based on the geology of the Bighorn 
Basin” 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/hunting-lost-worlds-wyomings-bighorn-basin-
180959338/  

 
Ancient river basin may help explain the location, size and velocity of Jakobshavn Isbræ, 
Greenland's fastest flowing outlet glacier 

• http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2016-06/uob-har061416.php  
 
Improving ability to decipher complex seismic history and forecast earthquakes 

• http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2016-06/tuom-uom061416.php  
• http://phys.org/news/2016-06-mechanisms-magma-outbreak-earthquakes.html  

 
Volcanic lightning may help forecast the impact of volcanic eruptions and ash plumes 

• http://phys.org/news/2016-06-plumes.html  
 
Massive debris flow is photographed on Mount Baker 

• http://www.bellinghamherald.com/news/local/article83145697.html  
 
Radar study shows massive sinkholes in West Texas oil patch are unstable and could pose geo-
hazards due to link between underlying Ogallala Aquifer, dissolving salt plume & subsidence 

• http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2016-06/smu-ggs061416.php  
 
Remote lakes in a perpetually ice-free area of Antarctica show chemical signature of ancient 
wildfires & recent evidence of fossil-fuel combustion 

• http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2016-06/nsf-rsa061316.php  
 
After more than 30 years of dormancy, deep geothermal vent near Rotorua has erupted 

• http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=11658301  
 
Rock samples from Island of Martinique reveal arc volcano erupts molten rock from the mantle 
and also from descending crustal plate 

• http://phys.org/news/2016-06-arc-volcano-material-earth-mantle.html  
 
Even small magnitude earthquakes can be accompanied by tremors and loud noises 

• http://www.northwalespioneer.co.uk/news/163173/residents-experience-tremors-and-
loud-bang-as-earthquake-hits-colwyn-bay.aspx  

  
Micro-organisms, not humans, made these structures by precipitating minerals 

• http://www.forbes.com/sites/davidbressan/2016/06/16/how-microorganisms-helped-to-
make-mountains/#59915e521fdc 

 
Research in Antarctica poses challenges if critical medical care is needed 

• http://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=138914&org=GEO&from=news  



 
USGS estimates natural gas, shale oil and natural gas liquids contained in the Mancos Shale in the 
Piceance Basin of Colorado 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/usgs-estimates-66-trillion-cubic-feet-natural-gas-colorado-s-
mancos-shale-formation  

 
Wahlisaurus massarae is new species of Early Jurassic dolphin-like reptile in English quarry 

• http://www.sci-news.com/paleontology/wahlisaurus-massarae-new-species-dolphin-like-
reptile-03947.html  

 
Therian mammals began massive diversification 10 to 20 million years before the extinction of 
dinosaurs 

• http://www.sci-news.com/paleontology/early-mammals-diversification-03931.html  
 
Change of T/Tm of olivine with depth allows comparison with the strength of the upper mantle 
under different thermal states and olivine compositions 

• http://phys.org/news/2016-06-homologous-temperature-olivine-links-deformation.html  
 
Four new chemical elements in the Periodic Table get their names:  Nihonium (Nh), moscovium 
(Mc), tennessine (Ts) & oganesson (Og) 

• http://www.sci-news.com/physics/nihonium-tennessine-oganesson-moscovium-new-
elements-03936.html  

 
Vigorous mixing of ocean waters may have facilitated rapid recovery of marine organisms 
following massive extinction event at the end of the Permian 

• http://www.spacedaily.com/reports/Marine_life_quickly_recovered_after_global_mass_
extinction_999.html  

 
Identifying & investigating subglacial lake beds in North America 

• http://www.spacedaily.com/reports/New_research_reveals_secrets_of_former_subglacial
_lakes_in_North_America_999.html  

 
Abundance of aerosols may increase lifespan and intensity of storm clouds 

• http://www.spacedaily.com/reports/Aerosols_strengthen_storm_clouds_according_to_n
ew_study_999.html  

 
Will geology textbooks be updated with respect to plate tectonics? 

• http://www.spacedaily.com/reports/University_of_Toronto_led_research_suggests_some
_major_changes_to_geology_textbooks_999.html  

 
Coal ash ponds in the Southeastern US are leaking high levels of arsenic & selenium 

• http://phys.org/news/2016-06-coal-ash-ponds-leak-toxic.html  
 
New theory on why some fault segments make no seismic noise between earthquakes 

• http://phys.org/news/2016-06-theory-fault-segments-quiet-quakes.html  
 
Book Review:  “Floodpath” recounts the deadly collapse of St Francis Dam on 12 March 1928 



• http://www.earthmagazine.org/article/geomedia-books-floodpath-recounts-deadly-
collapse-californias-st-francis-dam  

 
Dredging and industrial activities are killing coral reefs around the globe 

• http://voices.nationalgeographic.com/2016/06/17/from-miami-to-australia-dredging-and-
industrial-activities-killing-coral-reefs/  

 
Angel Falls in Venezuela is the tallest waterfall in the world 

• http://www.livescience.com/32753-whats-the-largest-waterfall-in-the-world-.htm  
 
Cause of foraminifera extinction 800,000 years ago is discovered related to change in plankton 

• http://phys.org/news/2016-06-secrets-oceans-impact-climate.html  
 
Travels in Geology – the Turquoise Coast of Turkey 

• http://www.earthmagazine.org/article/travels-geology-turkeys-storied-turquoise-coast  
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There are no guarantees to stop terrorism, but can better structural design help to protect us? 

• http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/commentary/ct-orlando-nightclub-
shooting-architecture-kamin-met-0614-20160613-story.html  

 
Endocrine disruptors – the case of the European Commission & the regulation of chemicals 



• Part 1 – history of the scandal:  
http://www.environmentalhealthnews.org/ehs/news/2016/june/endocrine-disrupters-the-
secret-history-of-a-scandal  

• Part 2 - chemical pollutants:  
http://www.environmentalhealthnews.org/ehs/news/2016/june/chemical-pollutants-
segolene-royal-is-ready-to-pursue-the-dispute-against-brussels  

• Part 3 – industry-backed scientists:  
http://www.environmentalhealthnews.org/ehs/news/2016/june/endocrine-disrupters-
final-maneuvers-by-brussels2019-industry-linked-scientific-community  

 
New model predicts outbreaks of zoonotic diseases based on climate, population growth & land 
use 

• http://www.terradaily.com/reports/Predicting_disease_outbreaks_using_environmental_
changes_999.html  

• http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2016-06/cp-tmr060716.php  
 
Prometheus program to model contagion of acute respiratory infections 

• http://www.terradaily.com/reports/Predicting_Contagiousness_to_Limit_the_Spread_of
_Disease_999.html 

 
Antibiotics becoming increasingly ineffective against severe salmonella infections in Africa 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/06/160614114412.htm 
 
Increasing federal efforts to combat antimicrobial resistance 

• http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2016/06/feds-detail-range-steps-limit-
antibiotic-resistance  

 
Algal blooms of Cyanobacteria can be toxic to livestock, wildlife & humans…toxicity depends on 
species, concentration in the water, and amount of water ingested 

• http://www.agweek.com/livestock/beef/4056172-cyanobacteria-can-be-toxic-livestock-
wildlife-humans  

 
History of the Aedes aegypti mosquito, disease, and the American colonies 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/how-lowly-mosquito-helped-america-
win-independence-180959411/  

 
Update on Zika virus infections diagnosed in the US 

• https://www.yahoo.com/news/cdc-3-babies-born-us-birth-defects-caused-172645396.html  
 
India reclassifies animals as “vermin” which allows slaughter because of human-animal conflict 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/india-gives-go-ahead-farmers-cull-vermin-
180959460/  

 
UN to synthesize economic, social & environmental targets in Sustainable Development 
Goals….but that does not make sustainability any less of a myth 

• http://www.nature.com/news/policy-map-the-interactions-between-sustainable-
development-goals-1.20075  



 
In some mammal species, the males are very engaged in family care 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/rare-family-guy-mammal-dads-give-us-
all-something-strive-180959424/ 

 
A budgetary approach to blocking USEPA “waters of the United States” rules 

• http://www.newsminer.com/news/alaska_news/lisa-murkowski-closer-to-halting-epa-s-
waterway-policy/article_517886b6-32b6-11e6-9883-d386a0b9f0ea.html  

 
EPA bans disposal of fracking waters from public sewage treatment facilities 

• https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2016/06/14/epa-bans-disposal-of-fracking-
waste-water-at-public-treatment-plants/  

 
Understanding the various designations of our public lands from parks to refuges to monuments 
to… 

• https://www.doi.gov/blog/americas-public-lands-explained  
 
Carbon dioxide may assist in controlling movement & behavior of invasive Asian carp in Great 
Lakes Basin 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/invasive-asian-carp-respond-strongly-carbon-dioxide  
 
Lake Natron is highly toxic for many species, including humans, but it is the “briar patch” for 
lesser flamingos! 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/flamingos-find-life-among-death-180959265/  
 
Should we rely on the USEPA to provide assurances that our drinking water is safe? 

• http://www.allgov.com/news/controversies/test-results-belie-epa-water-safety-
assurances-160613?news=858979  

 
Water quality in the Harlem River in New York has improved since 1972 Clean Water Act, but still 
does not always meet federal standards 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/harlem-river-water-quality-improves-dramatically-though-
river-remains-impaired-0  

 
Update on the November 2015 Fundao Dam failure in Brazil 

• http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2016/05/brazil-fundao-dam-collapse-silence-
mud-160510065442136.html  

 
California water transfer deal will result in rapid drying up of the Salton Sea & create a toxic dust 
bowl that could impact health of 650,000 people in the drainage basin 

• http://www.eenews.net/stories/1060038704  
 
Three people killed by lions, 18 lions rounded up & put on trial in India with “guilty” lion to be put 
in a zoo 

• http://www.canberratimes.com.au/environment/animals/india-puts-18-lions-on-trial-for-
murder-and-the-culprit-may-get-a-life-sentence--in-a-zoo-20160614-gpj46a.html  

 



Science must often overcome personal beliefs to educate people 
• http://new.www.huffingtonpost.com/the-conversation-us/personal-beliefs-versus-

s_b_10460526.html  
 
US Forest Service is “deeply concerned” about proposed copper mine adjacent to Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area Wilderness in northern Minnesota 

• http://www.startribune.com/u-s-forest-service-balks-at-copper-nickel-mining-plan-near-
bwca/382811711/  

 
Latitudinal diversity gradient in North America may be recent trend & not the “rule” over the last 
65 million years 

• http://www.terradaily.com/reports/Current_diversity_pattern_of_North_American_ma
mmals_a_recent_trend_study_finds_999.html  

 
Video reveals the magic and beauty of the Monarch Butterfly migration 

• http://www.treehugger.com/animals/indescribable-beauty-monarch-butterflies-filling-
sky-video.html  

 
Corporate farming coming to North Dakota? How would it change the agricultural environment? 

• http://www.allgov.com/news/controversies/north-dakota-considers-whether-to-allow-
corporate-farming-160614?news=858986  

 
New map issued showing where Zika virus could potentially be carried by mosquitoes in the US 

• http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2016/06/13/481606093/heres-really-where-
zika-mosquitoes-are-likely-in-the-u-s  

 
“Eating local” is sometimes a daunting task, especially when food is exported globally 

• http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2016/06/13/481586649/a-map-of-where-your-food-
originated-may-surprise-you  

 
The global water problem…created by humans in the US, India, Peru, Morocco and elsewhere 

• http://www.desertsun.com/pages/interactives/groundwater/  
• Perspective:  http://www.desertsun.com/story/opinion/contributors/2016/03/17/land-

subsidence-weve-been-down-road/81883034/  
 
“Bog butter” may be up to a few thousand years old 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/a-brief-history-of-bog-butter-180959384/  
 
Will “maceration” go away?  If so, then the fate of baby roosters will change 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/egg-producers-pledge-more-humane-fate-
male-chicks-180959394/  

 
In our National Parks, the air is not as clean as when your grandparents were young…will take a 
while for the air quality to improve 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/even-pristine-national-parks-airs-not-
clear-180959312/  

 



Are sewage-infested waterways of Rio de Janeiro safe for Olympic contestants?  Superbugs found 
• http://sports.yahoo.com/news/exclusive-studies-super-bacteria-rios-olympic-venues-top-

220217292--oly.html 
 
Male rhinos also don’t take rejection well – two attacked & gored female to death in India 

• http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/india-male-rhinos-gore-female-death-refusing-mate-them-
1564920  

 
Still believing in the myth of sustainability, Worldwatch Institute issues report on urban areas 

• http://www.dw.com/en/can-we-make-our-cities-more-sustainable/a-19314650  
• Video:  http://www.worldwatch.org/state-world-2015-confronting-hidden-threats-

sustainability-0  
• Report Preview:  http://www.worldwatch.org/system/files/SOTW%20intro.pdf  

 
How to attempt to thwart cyberattacks?  Throw lots of money at the “problem” 

• http://thehill.com/policy/cybersecurity/282906-appropriations-committee-approves-18b-
in-dhs-cyber-spending 

 
Colorado veterinary students launch animal care training program in Navajo Nation 

• http://www.thehorse.com/articles/37683/navajo-student-helps-launch-csu-vet-program-
home-community  

 
Grand Canyon to become a “dark sky park” turning down its lights so visitors can see the stars 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/grand-canyon-dims-lights-become-dark-
sky-park-180959377/ 

• http://www.space.com/33096-grand-canyon-dark-sky-park.html  
 
Mary Vaux Walcott, wife of geologist Charles Doolittle Walcott, chronicles native flora of the 
Americas 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/smithsonian-wildflower-
illustrious-life-naturalist-chronicled-americas-native-flora-180959343/ 

 
Texas veterinary students provide animal care during floods 

• http://www.theeagle.com/news/local/texas-a-m-veterinary-emergency-team-mobilized-
to-help-out/article_dea0a40f-d08c-5c28-a1da-1191ec27a4c9.html  

 
Overview of best states when it comes to “clean energy” 

• http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/articles/2016/06/forget-the-red-blue-divide-
when-it-comes-to-clean-energy-deployment-both-sides-lead.html  

 


