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Just for fun:  Advice from Hollywood on how to survive a disaster, tsunamis…asteroids…ice ages… 

• http://www.express.co.uk/entertainment/films/699806/disaster-movies-film-tips-the-
wave-independence-day-armageddon  

 
A virtual peek of the Nuuks and crannies of Greenland 

• http://www.pri.org/stories/2015-02-19/take-360-degree-peek-greenlands-nuuks-and-
crannies  

 
A short, politically incorrect climate conversation, but containing many truths 

• http://www.newsmax.com/LarryBell/energy-gore/2016/08/08/id/742569/   
• http://www.newsmax.com/LarryBell/gore-attorneys-ocean-

science/2016/07/11/id/738030/  
 
Is Dark Matter that perhaps ended the Age of Dinosaurs going to hit Earth again on its 30M year 
cycle? 

• https://cosmosmagazine.com/physics/did-dinosaurs-fall-foul-of-dark-matter  
 
Remnant of 340 Ma oceanic crust remains buried beneath silts in the Mediterranean 

• https://cosmosmagazine.com/geoscience/earth-s-oldest-ocean-crust-formed-340-million-
years-ago  

 



As Superfund remediation continues, PCBs continue to enter Kalamazoo River from sediment 
erosion 

• http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2016/08/pcbs_keep_spilling_into_the
_ka.html  

 
Fossils abound in the dolomites in remnants of ancient reefs and marine sediments (photo-essay) 

• http://www.forbes.com/sites/davidbressan/2016/08/19/the-fossils-of-the-dolomites-
from-myth-to-science/#19fc1f455c0d  

 
Earthquakes may be viewed as destructive, but they are also part of the tectonic construction of 
Earth 

• http://www.pri.org/stories/2015-04-29/earthquakes-create-well-destroy  
 
“Firenadoes” flamed across the brush in wildfire near Phelan, California  

• https://www.yahoo.com/news/more-82-000-flee-california-fires-authorities-
034915654.html  

• Video:  http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/firenado-california-1.3724387  
 
Northward migration of the Himalaya results from tectonic uplift measured by OSLT (optically 
stimulated luminescence thermochronometry) 

• http://phys.org/news/2016-08-himalayan-migration-northward-result-tectonic.html 
 
Geothermal beach to open on Lake Urradavatn in eastern Iceland 

• http://icelandmag.visir.is/article/geothermal-beach-area-open-lake-urridavatn-east-
iceland  

• Video:  http://www.visir.is/ylstrond-opnar-a-egilsstodum-2018/article/2016160819006  
 
“The question is not if, but when sea cliff will fail” but will overlying tower remain safe on Tigné 
peninsula in Malta ? 

• http://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20160819/local/the-question-is-not-if-but-
when-sea-cliff.622401  

 
Coal mining in China has created geological disaster spread across 23 villages, with 55 landslides 
and more than 800 events of mine subsidence (photo-essay) 

• http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/chinas-coal-mining-villages-are-sinking-creating-geological-
disaster-1576304  

 
Point of entry of lava flow into the ocean in Hawaii poses safety concern for crowds of tourists – 
don’t they know better? (videos) 

• http://www.upi.com/Science_News/2016/08/18/Safety-a-concern-as-crowds-visit-ocean-
entry-lava-flow-in-Hawaii/1561471526197/  

• http://westhawaiitoday.com/news/volcano-update/rangers-geologists-urge-safety-lava-
flow-8-acres-new-land-created-past-three  

• http://traveller24.news24.com/News/pics-lava-from-hawaii-volcano-cascades-into-sea-in-
vivid-display-20160818  

 
Dinosaurs, dinosaurs, and yet more dinosaurs (video) 



• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/man-claims-worlds-largest-
collection-dinosaurs-180960130/  

 
Mineralogy of drill samples from Nullarbor Plain suggest super-volcanoes impacted the continent 

• http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-3746954/Ancient-SUPERVOLCANOES-
blasted-rock-one-Australia-100-million-years-ago.html  

 
WRF-Hydro is new NCAR model forecasting more future water levels and potential flooding 

• http://cenews.com/post/8849/u-s-taps-ncar-technology-for-new-water-resources-
forecasts 

 
Wildfires in Cyprus leave area prone to landslides and flooding  

• http://cyprus-mail.com/2016/08/18/race-time-protect-burnt-forests-erosion-flooding/  
 
Glacial lake outburst floods put cities in the Andes at risk 

• https://inews.co.uk/essentials/news/environment/cities-andes-risk-glacial-lake-outburst-
floods/  

 
65% reduction of Antarctic sea ice around 128,000 years ago preceded major ice age 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/08/160816084738.htm  
 
Diatoms help reveal that sea ice expansion & retreat closed tied with climate over past 90,000 
years 

• http://phys.org/news/2016-08-sea-ice-strongly-linked-climate.html 
 
“Anthropocene” must be defined in terms of the whole Earth and human impacts 

• Clive Hamilton:  http://www.nature.com/news/define-the-anthropocene-in-terms-of-the-
whole-earth-1.20427  

• AWG:  http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/scientists-to-launch-global-
hunt-for-line-in-the-rock-marking-the-scary-new-manmade-epoch-34976685.html  

 
Glacial meltwater in the Yukon has formed a new lake 

• http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/cultus-bay-lake-kluane-slims-river-1.3719229 
 
Peering into the eye of super typhoon Nepartak 

• http://www.livescience.com/55714-super-typhoon-nepartak-nasa-photos.html  
 
Center of US tornadic activity has shifted east and south over recent decades – decrease in annual 
counts and tornado days in “Tornado Alley” and increase in “Dixie Alley” 

• http://phys.org/news/2016-08-center-tornado-shifting-east-south.html  
 
Groundwater replenishment in Upper Colorado River Basin may remain stable under climatic 
projections 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/groundwater-recharge-upper-colorado-river-basin-may-hold-
steady-under-climate-change  

 
Highest peak east of the Rocky Mountains gets renamed:  Black Elk Peak replaces “Harney Peak” 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/highest-point-east-rockies-gets-new-name-1  



 
Seems humans taking more risks has resulted in more lightning deaths this year 

• http://www.livescience.com/55781-2016-lightning-deaths-surpass-2015.html  
 
In addition to gravity, electromagnetism, strong and weak nuclear forces, a fifth fundamental force 
of nature may have been discovered 

• http://www.sci-news.com/physics/discovery-fifth-force-of-nature-04105.html 
 
Scripps Research Institute takes step toward laboratory creation of RNA that may have preceded 
evolution of DNA life on Earth 4B years ago 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/08/160815185822.htm  
• http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2016/08/newly-made-rna-strand-bolsters-ideas-about-

how-life-earth-began  
 
Combining dendrochronology with C-14 from radiation bursts may help pinpoint historic 
timelines 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/08/160817091040.htm  
 
Link found between naturally occurring minerals found in Siberian coal mine and metal-organic 
framework structures created in the lab 

• http://www.cantechletter.com/2016/08/paradigm-changing-siberian-mineral-discovery-
made-mcgill-researchers/  

 
Fossil rediscovered on storage shelf of Natural History Museum at University of Oslo contains 
thigh bone 

• http://sciencenordic.com/shelved-fossil-was-svalbard-jewel  
 
Data from the Bárðarbunga volcano in Iceland reveals how caldera collapsed 

• http://sciencenordic.com/how-volcanos-collapse  
 
Geologic training for our astronauts 

• http://www.geosociety.org/gsatoday/archive/26/8/pdf/i1052-5173-26-8-34.pdf  
 
GEER:  Geotechnical Aspects of the 2016 Kumamoto Earthquakes 

• http://www.geerassociation.org/administrator/components/com_geer_reports/geerfiles/
GEER_Kumamoto_V1_07_13_2016.pdf  

 
The future of underwater engineering and the ocean 

• http://smdp.com/underwater-engineering-with-the-oceans-future-in-mind/156716 
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New “One Health” website portal 

• http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/detail/article/the-oie-introduces-its-
new-one-health-web-portal/  

• Website:  http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/onehealth/  
 
Is it ethical to even consider genetically engineered human babies? 

• https://cosmosmagazine.com/biology/it-s-time-to-discuss-gm-babies  
 
Did they stop to think that just because they could, should they?  Synthetic super-microbe – what 
could go wrong? 

• https://www.newscientist.com/article/2101657-synthetic-supermicrobe-will-be-resistant-
to-all-known-viruses/  

 
Perspectives:  “Against Sustainability” and “Human Hubris Against Nature” 

• http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/08/opinion/against-sustainability.html 
 
World is running out of potable water…recycling on a massive scale may be necessary (free 
account sign-up may be needed to view whole article) 

• https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg23130864-800-we-have-to-recycle-water-on-a-
massive-scale-this-is-how-we-can/  

 
Water crises, institutional scientific misconduct – Marc Edwards: “We are the greatest generation 
of cowards in history.” 



• http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/21/magazine/flints-water-crisis-and-the-
troublemaker-scientist.html  

 
“Going Green” was not only more costly in terms of $$$ but also reduced our national security 

• http://www.newsmax.com/LarryBell/affordable-energy-national-u-n-
/2016/08/15/id/743590/  

 
American art & artists presented a mythologized view of the “winning of the West”, masking “the 
problems created by westward expansion” across America 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/history-american-west-gets-much-needed-
rewrite-180960149/  

 
How and why did cholera spread so quickly through Haiti following the 2010 earthquake? 

• http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/08/haiti-cholera-crisis-united-nations-
admission/ 

 
DNA study helps answer some questions about 1979 anthrax accident in Russia 

• http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2016/08/anthrax-genome-reveals-secrets-about-soviet-
bioweapons-accident 

 
Salmonella is primary cause of food-borne illness – FSIS report on 16 years of trends 

• http://www.foodsafetymagazine.com/news/fsis-report-covers-16-years-of-salmonella-
trends/  

• Report:  http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/wcm/connect/3866026a-582d-4f0e-a8ce-
851b39c7390f/Salmonella-Serotype-Annual-2014.pdf?MOD=AJPERES  

 
What we have learned in 15 years about prion diseases since outbreak of “mad cow” 

• http://journals.lww.com/neurotodayonline/Fulltext/2016/08180/Fifteen_Years_of_Publi
cation__Then_and_Now__.7.aspx  

 
Massive response triggered by outbreak of polio in Nigeria 

• http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2016/08/polio-reappears-nigeria-triggering-massive-
response  

 
North Carolina legislators raised concerns when they funded new entity at Chapel Hill to explore 
environmental policy and research 

• https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2016/08/15/legislature-mandated-environmental-
policy-center-ruffles-feathers-unc  

 
Navajo Nation files lawsuit against USEPA for Gold King Mine disaster and pollution of rivers 

• http://www.allgov.com/news/controversies/navajo-nation-holds-epa-responsible-for-
poisoning-of-river-by-colorado-mine-disaster-160817?news=859330  

 
Salt may provide new method to combat MRSA 

• http://www.sci-news.com/medicine/new-way-attack-staphylococcus-aureus-04109.html  
 
Microbeads of plastic are being eaten by fish, and then attract toxic chemicals into the fish we eat 



• http://www.canberratimes.com.au/business/consumer-affairs/microbeads-are-leaching-
toxic-chemicals-into-fish-sparking-public-health-fears-20160816-gqtlpk.html  

 
Following $7B remediation, Rocky Flats National Wildlife Refuge to be opened to the public, but 
serious health risks posed by residual plutonium may remain 

• http://e360.yale.edu/feature/rocky_flats_wildlife_refuge_confronts_radioactive_past/30
25/  

 
Seven environmental groups file lawsuit to block USDOE transfer of nuclear waste from Canada to 
the US 

• http://www.allgov.com/news/us-and-the-world/lawsuit-seeks-to-block-energy-depts-
huge-nuclear-waste-transport-from-canada-to-us-160816?news=859323  

 
Very rare Zenkareela – a living fossil species is found! So what did humans do? Killed three to 
study them 

• https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/speaking-of-science/wp/2016/08/16/scientists-
finally-found-zenkerella-the-worlds-most-mysterious-mammal/ 

 
“Bad Pharma” and the question of drug trial outcomes versus drug safety 

• https://cosmosmagazine.com/society/bad-pharma-and-the-canary-in-the-coalmine-for-
problems-in-modern-medicine  

 
Regulators accused of ignoring bacterial buildup in waters that now make them unsafe for human 
recreation 

• http://www.allgov.com/news/controversies/regulators-accused-of-ignoring-bacterial-
buildup-in-washington-dc-waterways-for-20-years-160817?news=859328  

 
To be or not to be?  Should Lake Powell be drained or should drought take its toll? 

• http://www.aspendailynews.com/section/home/172183 
 
Former antimony plant site leached toxic heavy metals into Urunga lagoon, remediation 
conducted, but questions of safety remain 

• http://www.coffscoastadvocate.com.au/news/questions-over-possible-contamination-at-
urunga-la/3077827/   

 
Goldfish released from home aquariums become invasive species in the wild 

• http://mashable.com/2016/08/16/giant-goldfish-australia/#s4flfjAaGsqo  
 
Corps of Engineers approves all permits for controversial Sabal Trail pipeline in Florida & 
requires buying of credits from several federal- and state-approved wetlands mitigation banks to 
offset environmental impacts 

• http://www.gainesville.com/news/20160812/army-corps-of-engineers-oks-permits-for-
sabal-trail-in-florida  

 
Even low levels of lead contamination can have significant health impacts 

• http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2016/08/12/483079525/where-lead-lurks-
and-why-even-small-amounts-matter  

 



Environmental concerns and risks depend on the size of the dam 
• http://www.waterpowermagazine.com/features/featurelarge-or-small-4978245/ 

 
Congressional debate centers on unregulated $50B cosmetics industry and unsafe products 

• http://www.allgov.com/news/top-stories/unregulated-50-billion-cosmetics-industry-at-
center-of-congressional-debate-over-unsafe-products-160816?news=859325  

• https://www.yahoo.com/beauty/the-5-suspect-ingredients-that-could-cost-the-beauty-
industry-20-million-222121517.html  

 
Not just skunks, raccoons and bats, but other animals can also carry rabies - in this case a 
groundhog 

• http://www.somdnews.com/breaking/groundhog-that-bit-person-in-leonardtown-tests-
positive-for-rabies/article_3e2ab836-de5d-5939-808f-9eb589dcdb02.html  

 
Bactrian deer have survived two wars, despite population numbers having dwindled 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/rare-afghani-deer-survives-two-major-
wars-ultimate-survivor-180960107/  

 
First US offshore wind farm – construction costs average more than $17,500 per household, is 
that cost-effective? 

• http://www.modbee.com/news/business/article95718597.html  
 
Court slams USEPA for 9-year delay in banning dangerous pesticide (Chlorpyrifos) which can 
cause brain abnormalities in infants 

• http://www.allgov.com/news/top-stories/federal-court-slams-epa-for-9-year-delay-in-
banning-dangerous-pesticide-160815?news=859320  

 
Is there a better (more cost-effective) system for collecting garbage? 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/innovation/could-san-francisco-startup-transform-
garbage-collecting-180960115/  

 
It is August in New York City – hot, humid and the cockroaches love it and take to the skies 

• http://www.treehugger.com/natural-sciences/nyc-weather-inspiring-giant-cockroaches-
take-sky.html  

 
Concerns for potential outbreak of smallpox as permafrost thaws in Russia where victims were 
buried in 1890 

• http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3741091/Could-SMALLPOX-return-grave-
Deadly-disease-risk-permafrost-thaws-near-Russian-village-victims-buried-warn-
scientists.html  

 
A vision of a renewed urban center in…..Los Angeles, California 

• http://urbanland.uli.org/planning-design/driving-reurbanization-downtown-los-angeles/  
 
Calculating “poverty” by usual means is misleading and can cause harm to the poor 

• https://pjmedia.com/trending/2016/08/16/how-the-welfare-racket-twists-poverty-and-
harms-human-dignity/  

 



NIH says chimpanzees in federal custody no longer used for research are on-schedule to be moved 
to sanctuary by 2026 

• http://www.canberratimes.com.au/environment/animals/last-chimpanzees-in-us-federal-
custody-to-go-to-sanctuary-20160811-gqqtbq.html  

 
Conspiracy theories about airplane chemtrails….and efforts to discredit them 

• http://www.treehugger.com/climate-change/chemtrails-conspiracy-theories-discredited-
experts.html  

 
How did fins evolve into hands? 

• http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/18/science/from-fins-into-hands-scientists-discover-a-
deep-evolutionary-link.html  

 


