
 
 
Do you know of a colleague and/or student who would be interested in receiving these Bulletin Board listings? Please 
forward to them.  A quick email to Geosciences-BBoard@att.net with the word “subscribe” in the subject line and the 
email address will be added to the weekly distribution. 
 
Geosciences Bulletin Board – 27 June 2016 - compiled by Elaine J. Hanford 
 
USGS launches new website 

• https://www.usgs.gov/media/images/welcome-new-usgsgov-1  
 
New book provides significant glimpse of ice-free Greenland 

• http://sciencenordic.com/new-book-ice-free-greenland-photos-and-science  
• The Book:  http://www.icefreegreenland.info/  

 
Is there a simple explanation for rogue waves? 

• http://www.technology.org/2016/06/22/understanding-rogue-ocean-waves-may-simple/  
 
Unusual methods used by paleontologists to find fossils 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/these-are-some-weirdest-ways-
paleontologists-find-fossils-180959557/ 

  
USGS estimates 72 percent probability of M6.7+ in San Francisco Bay area before 2043, Hayward, 
Calavaras, and San Andreas fault are most likely sources 

• http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2016/06/22/hayward-fault-poses-the-highest-quake-
danger/  

 
Extinction event at the end of the Cretaceous not only mean the demise of large dinosaurs, but also 
many mammal species as well 



• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/event-wiped-out-dinosaurs-nearly-did-
mammals-well-180959521/  

 
Canadian sea-floor instruments will monitor seismic activity very close to Cascadia fault 

• http://www.nature.com/news/canadian-earthquake-detector-has-deep-sea-edge-over-us-
rival-1.20130  

 
Lava “skylights” are forming on Hawaii when portions of lava tube roof collapses 

• http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/lava-skylights-hawaii-
volcano_us_5769b9f8e4b09926ce5cf59e  

 
NSF looking for new facility to store Antarctic marine-sediment cores 

• http://www.nature.com/news/iconic-antarctic-geology-lab-gets-the-boot-1.20096  
 
Amber specimens reveal mid-Cretaceous insects disguised themselves with exoskeletons of other 
bugs 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/some-ancient-insects-wore-
exoskeletons-other-bugs-disguise-themselves-180959554/  

 
When assessing the impacts of abandoned mines, geoscience should be kept in mind 

• http://www.earthmagazine.org/article/bringing-geoscience-bear-problem-abandoned-
mines  

 
Weather-related tsunami (meteotsunami) hit New Jersey & Delaware beaches causing water levels 
to drop a half meter 

• http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2016/06/weather-
related_tsunami_hits_jersey_shores_report.html  

 
Fossils of Tetrapdophis amplectus, a snake-like species that lived 110 million years ago, may help 
shed light on evolution of snakes 

• http://www.spacedaily.com/reports/Rare_snake_fossil_sheds_light_on_early_reptile_ev
olution_999.html  

  
Sierra Nevada snowpack may need a few more years to recover 

• http://phys.org/news/2016-06-sierra-nevada-snowpack-recover-drought.html  
 
More fossils will help fill in the gaps on the T-Rex family tree 

• http://www.earthmagazine.org/article/statistics-shine-light-t-rex-family-tree  
 
A new type of meteorite that was found in a limestone quarry has been identified and has a 
distinctive composition with almost all minerals – except spines & chromite - altered 

• http://www.sci-news.com/geology/new-type-meteorite-ost-65-03955.html  
 
USGS has developed preliminary regional hydrogeologic/geochemical model of aquifers in Texas 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/assessing-groundwater-over-time-gaines-terry-and-yoakum-
counties-texas  

 



Massive boulder falls onto Waterfall Way…no one injured… 4-hour task to remove it 
• http://www.coffscoastadvocate.com.au/news/gigantic-rock-an-even-bigger-task-to-move-

off-road/3048662/  
 
The Caribbean Sea makes a loud “Rossby whistle” that can be heard in space in the form of 
oscillations of the gravity field of Earth 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/06/160621111549.htm  
 
Constant large-scale motion has now been documented along the San Andreas fault system 

• http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/san-andreas-fault-gps-reveals-constant-large-scale-motion-
around-california-system-1566507   

 
Ultra-deep diamonds contain ringwoodite transitioning to bridgmandite  

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/diamonds-illuminate-origins-earths-
deepest-oceans-180959480/  

 
Another court ruling…just which federal agency is responsible for regulating fracking? 

• http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/06/22/483061014/federal-judge-strikes-
down-obama-administrations-fracking-rules  

 
Russia launches the biggest and most powerful icebreaker in the world, powered by two nuclear 
reactors 

• http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/06/16/482288188/russia-launches-
worlds-biggest-most-powerful-icebreaker  

 
General Bathymetric Charge of Oceans project may create a comprehensive map of the ocean floor 

• https://mic.com/articles/146707/we-still-haven-t-mapped-most-of-the-ocean-but-that-
could-be-about-to-change#.F2a7BsCgU  

 
Team of experts to assess damages to Monad Shoal following removal of ship that went aground 

• http://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/96258/experts-to-assess-extent-of-damage-of-monad-
shoal  

 
PG&E announces that the Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant will be shut down in 2025 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/last-nuclear-power-plant-california-will-
shut-down-180959527/  
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YouTube video purports to be employees dumping chemical waste onto Nevada desert so they 
won’t get fired by their employer…investigation underway 

• http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/video-shows-men-dumping-waste-
nevada_us_576a8298e4b065534f484583  

 
Invasive species cause environmental devastation, but humans seem more concerned with 
economic impact 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/global-price-invasive-species-
180959522/  

• http://www.newsweek.com/threat-invasive-pests-spread-global-trade-472506  
 
PG&E announces decision to close Diablo Canyon nuclear plant by 2025 

• http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/local/article85189162.html  
 
Global Witness puts number of environmental and indigenous activist deaths at 185 for 2015, 
likely higher since some killings are unreported 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/murder-environmental-activists-reaches-
all-time-high-180959528/  

 
A better approach to manage water use and aquifer recharge in California? 

• http://agalert.com/story/?id=9899  
 
PIPE Act signed into law…to protect pipeline infrastructure and “prevent” leaks like Porter Ranch 



• http://www.dailynews.com/government-and-politics/20160622/national-bill-signed-to-
prevent-gas-leaks-like-the-one-near-porter-ranch  

 
Infamous Tuskegee Study may have engendered lasting mistrust of doctors 

• http://www.allgov.com/news/controversies/did-infamous-tuskegee-study-cause-lasting-
mistrust-of-doctors-among-black-americans-160622?news=859032  

 
Some pharmaceutical drugs cause more harm than good 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/06/160622144611.htm  
 
To protect their cubs, some brown bears are raising them near humans! 

• http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2016/06/mother-brown-bears-protect-cubs-human-
shields  

 
Decades of war in Iraq have created a toxic zone with extreme birth defects and deformities 

• https://www.yahoo.com/news/doctor-battles-save-babies-fallujah-000000416.html  
 
PCBs and other persistent organic pollutants (POPs) have reached the depths of the ocean but 
likely at concentrations that are not yet acutely toxic to deep-sea organisms 

• http://cen.acs.org/articles/94/web/2016/06/PCBs-organic-pollutants-reach-deep.html  
 
UN estimate puts number of refugees at 65.3 million at end of 2015, most displaced by war and 
persecution 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/un-report-shows-refugee-numbers-have-
hit-historic-a-historic-high-180959523/  

• UNHCR Report:  http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2016/6/5763ace54/1-human-
113-affected-forced-displacement-hits-record-high.html  

 
Perspective:  Legal maneuverings, climate change, and fraud … who might be guilty? 

• http://www.wsj.com/article_email/two-can-play-at-climate-fraud-1466373891-
lMyQjAxMTA2NzIyMDAyNDA5Wj  

 
That itchy bump caused by a mosquito bite may enhance replication of viruses  

• http://www.sci-news.com/medicine/inflammation-mosquito-bites-virus-03970.html  
 
Waterfowl populations show resilience to repeated wildfires in boreal forests  

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/waterfowl-populations-resilient-fires-western-boreal-forest  
 
Court determines defense contractor can seek cost recovery under CERCLA from Federal 
Government for cleanup of munitions site 

• http://www.allgov.com/news/where-is-the-money-going/munitions-contractor-can-seek-
site-cleanup-costs-from-federal-government-160615?news=858993  

 
Leaves of the Giant Sequoia may live for up to 20 years, so how do they adapt to environmental 
conditions? 

• http://www.terradaily.com/reports/Functional_traits_of_Giant_Sequoia_crown_leaves_r
espond_to_environmental_threats_999.html  



 
Mitochondrial DNA suggests all modern sperm whales may have descended from this “eve”  

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/every-sperm-whale-alive-today-may-have-
descended-same-female-180959519/   

 
Improved agricultural practices significantly reduce nitrogen inputs to the Mississippi River Basin 

• https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAOC/bulletins/150f515  
• https://www.usgs.gov/news/new-study-quantifies-benefits-agricultural-conservation-

upper-mississippi-river-basin  
 
Photography helped shape our national parks and how they were perceived by the public 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/how-photography-shaped-americas-national-
parks-180959262/  

 
US Forest Service survey confirms extent of dead trees in southern Sierra Nevada due to disease & 
drought 

• https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAOC/bulletins/150f861    
 
Preventing potentially catastrophic flood by raising Warragamba dam 

• http://www.canberratimes.com.au/nsw/warragamba-dam-wall-to-be-raised-to-avoid-
catastrophic-flood-event-20160616-gpkqly.html  

 
Obama signed revision of Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) into law 

• http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/wireStory/obama-sign-toxic-chemical-rules-1st-overhaul-
40-40035679  

 
In the US, it is ranchers against coyotes & wolves – in Australia, it is ranchers against wild dogs 

• http://www.canberratimes.com.au/environment/animals/invasive-animals-researchers-
introduce-divisive-new-bait-for-wild-dogs-20160609-gpf3ir.html  

 
Ivory “smuggling queen” faces 30-year prison sentence for allegedly smuggling ivory tusks of 350 
elephants 

• http://www.canberratimes.com.au/world/chinese-ivory-queen-in-court-over-700-
smuggled-tusks-20160619-gpmykr.html  

 
Just in case you missed it, this visualization shows the history of urbanization across the globe 

• http://www.huffingtonpost.com/max-galka/a-visual-history-of-urban_b_10547270.html 
• Report:  http://www.nature.com/articles/sdata201634  

 
Myriophyllum heterophyllu, commonly known as milfoil, is a dangerous invasive plant species 

• http://www.treehugger.com/natural-sciences/variable-milfoil-invasive-species-nobody-
talking-about.html  

 
Can States afford the cost of cleanup of hazards and leaks at thousands of abandoned oil drilling 
sites? 

• http://www.allgov.com/news/top-stories/cash-strapped-states-left-to-clean-up-hazards-
and-leaks-at-thousands-of-abandoned-oil-drilling-sites-160622?news=859036 



 
Erosion rates along the Brahmaputra River are increasing with significant impacts on local 
populations 

• http://www.arabnews.com/node/943271/world 
 


