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Perspective:  Global warming alarmists have “reached peak madness”  

• http://www.investors.com/politics/commentary/the-growth-of-global-warming-nonsense-
surely-weve-reached-peak-madness/  

• http://www.seattletimes.com/business/california-targets-dairy-cows-to-combat-global-
warming/  

 
Serious worry should be if Earth enters a period of significant global cooling! 

• http://www.forbes.com/sites/kristinakillgrove/2016/12/01/medieval-cold-snap-that-
caused-famine-and-death-reveals-danger-of-climate-change/#6799879245f7     

 
Geoengineering for climate change mitigation needs to be examined at large scale to determine 
potential effectiveness and associated risks 

• http://www.nature.com/ngeo/journal/v9/n12/full/ngeo2858.html  
 
Politicians use the weather-of-the-moment, but “There is not a strong basis for connecting weather 
disasters with human-caused climate change” 

• http://www.wsj.com/articles/my-unhappy-life-as-a-climate-heretic-
1480723518?emailToken=JRrzdvx4Yn2Shdw8Zsw5xRg1aKkBE/eYA1fWIn2PM1OJvTnepe
Okzrk4wtu6u26zRE0/voxUtzFlHmCI0A==  

 
Updated Google Earth Timelapse shows events on Earth from 1984-2016 



• http://arstechnica.com/gadgets/2016/11/browse-three-decades-of-satellite-imagery-with-
google-earth-timelapse/  

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/google-earths-new-tools-shows-32-years-
changing-planet-180961251/  

• http://newatlas.com/google-earth-timelapse-videos-highlights/46721/  
 
Seismic sensing apps like “MyShake” are revolutionizing EQ detection 

• https://www.newscientist.com/article/2114851-seismic-sensing-app-detects-200-
earthquakes-in-first-six-months/  

 
The “Hodges meteorite” actually struck a person, bringing bruises and bad luck 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/only-person-ever-hit-meteorite-real-
trouble-began-later-180961238/  

 
US BLM changing rules on planning for O&G exploration 

• http://www.upi.com/Business_News/Energy-Industry/2016/12/02/US-wants-more-up-
front-talks-on-planning-for-oil-and-gas-drilling/5481480679259/  

• https://www.blm.gov/press-release/blm-finalizes-rule-make-land-use-plans-more-
responsive-community-needs  

• Planning 2.0 rule:  https://www.blm.gov/programs/planning-and-nepa/planning2  
 
Cruise liners are not necessarily good for the ocean – Princess Cruise Lines to plead guilty for 
polluting the seas since 2005 and deliberate acts to cover it up 

• https://www.yahoo.com/news/carnivals-princess-unit-pay-40-million-polluting-waters-
152935561--finance.html  

 
ESA Sentinel satellite data reveals movement ground movement in San Francisco Bay area, 
including along the Hayward fault 

• http://www.esa.int/Our_Activities/Observing_the_Earth/Copernicus/Sentinel-
1/Satellites_confirm_sinking_of_San_Francisco_tower  

 
Video of newest images of Earth from Urthecast 

• http://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2016/11/25/space-images-urthecast-sfc-orig.cnn   
 
Drilling to find the oldest ice on Earth 

• http://www.nature.com/news/speedy-antarctic-drills-start-hunt-for-earth-s-oldest-ice-
1.21061  

 
Rocks fall into one of three great family groups 

• http://www.independent.ie/regionals/kerryman/lifestyle/all-rocks-fall-into-three-great-
family-groups-35237081.html  

 
As permafrost melts, the chemistry & hydrology of the Yukon River Basin changes 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/permafrost-loss-dramatically-changes-yukon-river-chemistry-
and-hydrology-potential-global  

 
Strong EQs can re-draw maps (video) 

• http://www.newsy.com/videos/how-strong-earthquakes-affect-the-coasts-and-the-planet/  



 
Vegetation can reveal the underlying geology – we used to map tuff layers by the lichens in 
Arizona 

• http://www.forbes.com/sites/davidbressan/2016/11/25/plants-can-reveal-much-about-
underlying-geology/#1e2bb7e6276c  

 
Heavy rains create multi-channeled ravine that cuts through residential community in Nigeria 

• http://www.vanguardngr.com/2016/11/erosion-splits-cross-river-community-3-parts/  
 
Madagascar is not near a plate margin, but has three active volcanoes with seismic activity 

• http://www.vanguardngr.com/2016/11/erosion-splits-cross-river-community-3-parts/  
 
Banda Detachment fault in eastern Indonesia is documented – largest exposed fault on Earth 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/11/161128132928.htm  
 
Gulf Stream may strengthen and extend farther into the polar region 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/11/161124081751.htm  
 
In the first half of the Holocene, a reduction in dust from the Sahara modified climate 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/11/161123143643.htm  
 
Beryllium-10 isotope in marine sediments records variations in magnetic field of Earth over 
850,000 years 

• http://phys.org/news/2016-11-marine-sediments-variations-earth-magnetic.html  
 
How sand “holds its breath” – algae and fermentation play key role 

• http://phys.org/news/2016-11-world-first-scientific-discovery-uncovered-melbourne.html  
 
How much carbon & nitrogen exists on Earth?  No one is really sure. 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/11/161128125112.htm  
 
Fossil fuel Industry has known that injection wells cause EQs since 1967 

• http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/38556-frackers-knew-fossil-fuel-industry-has-
known-since-1967-that-injection-wells-cause-earthquakes-despite-denials  

 
Temperature & water content of magmas varies through the lifecycle of a volcano & may control 
eruption style 

• http://phys.org/news/2016-11-temperature-content-magma-reservoirs-linked.html  
 
Australia has longest “kangaroo fence” & now Hawaii has longest “cat fence” to keep cats off 
Mauna Loa 

• https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/animalia/wp/2016/11/30/the-longest-cat-fence-
in-the-u-s-was-just-built-on-a-hawaiian-volcano/?utm_term=.22240bf93007  

 
Travels in geology:  exploring the steep granite spires of Torres del Paine in Patagonia 

• http://www.earthmagazine.org/article/travels-geology-exploring-icon-patagonia-chiles-
torres-del-paine-national-park  

 



Ripon is the sinkhole capital of Britain 
• http://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/features/leader/14936853.Authorities_burying_head_

in_sand_over_Ripon_sinkhole_collapses__says_geologist/  
 
Shallow M4.4 EQ hits Rudna mine in southwestern Poland, two miners dead, others missing 

• http://www.unian.info/world/1651917-two-miners-dead-six-missing-after-earthquake-
hits-polish-coal-mine-media.html  

• https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/nov/30/earthquake-leaves-miner-dead-and-
10-missing-in-poland  

 
Sometimes ablation exceeds accumulation and then glaciers melt faster than at other times 

• http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/356/154553.html  
 
Groundwater helium levels could indicate EQ risk 

• http://phys.org/news/2016-11-groundwater-helium-potential-earthquake.html  
 
Climate models may overestimate cooling effects of aerosols from wildfires 

• http://phys.org/news/2016-11-climate-overestimating-cooling-effect-wildfire.html  
 
Facts about selenium 

• http://www.livescience.com/31972-selenium.html  
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“Technosphere” comprises all the human constructs on Earth and now weighs estimated 30 
trillion tons 

• http://phys.org/news/2016-11-earth-technosphere-trillion-tons.html  
 
The assembly line revolutionized industry, made goods cheaper, and was hated by workers 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/one-hundred-and-three-years-ago-today-
henry-ford-introduced-assembly-line-his-workers-hated-it-180961267/  

 
Real time global air quality map & maps of PM2.5, PM10, N2O, SO2 & Ozone over China  

• http://www.forbes.com/sites/jamestaylor/2016/12/02/global-pollution-map-is-
astonishing-5-takeaways/  

• Map:  http://berkeleyearth.org/air-pollution-overview/  
 
Google Earth Timelapse reveals the significant (and not always good) impacts of humans on Earth 
in recent years (1984 to 2016) 

• http://newatlas.com/google-earth-timelapse-videos-highlights/46721/  
 
EPA made “last-minute” changes to the fracking study that downplayed the risk of drinking water 
pollution 

• http://www.marketplace.org/2016/11/29/world/epa-s-late-changes-fracking-study-
portray-lower-pollution-risk  

 
Neurotoxins can persist and accumulate in “marine snow” and may have food safety policy 
implications in areas affected by toxic marine algal blooms 

• http://phys.org/news/2016-11-toxic-marine-quickly-persist-ocean.html  
 
New study confirms causal link between mercury and autism 

• http://www.ecowatch.com/mercury-linked-autism-kennedy-2116850430.html  
 
“Precision agriculture” is transforming how crops are grown – is that a good thing? 

• http://www.motherjones.com/environment/2016/09/monsanto-farming-precision-
agriculture  

 
Shifting the global focus from feeding people to nourishing people 

• http://www.nature.com/news/a-new-global-research-agenda-for-food-1.21052  
 
Under FEMA, some parts of the country are rebuilding again, and again, and again…. 

• https://www.bloomberg.com/view/articles/2016-11-29/the-areas-america-could-abandon-
first  

 
Maps depict infrastructure grids of the US:  airports, bridges, pipelines, railroads, electricity & 
waterways 

• https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/maps-of-american-infrastrucure/ 
 
EPA explains “Waters of the US Rule” and what might its future hold? 

• http://michiganradio.org/post/what-happens-if-trump-administration-scraps-waters-us-
rule   

 



Ongoing conflict between federal government & protesters against the Dakota Access Pipeline 
• http://in.reuters.com/article/north-dakota-pipeline-idINKBN13M03X  
• http://www.allgov.com/news/top-stories/thousands-of-us-veterans-to-serve-as-human-

shields-for-dakota-pipeline-protesters-161130?news=859843  
 
Signs of water woes in the Southeast:  brown water, dry fountains, beaver dams demolished 

• https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/brown-water-beaver-battle-among-early-
signs-of-water-woes/2016/11/27/bdba3b96-b4b9-11e6-939c-91749443c5e5_story.html  

 
Black-footed ferrets are endangered, but newly released group doing well at Rocky Mountain 
Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge 

• http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory/rare-ferrets-settling-making-babies-
colorado-home-43865763  

  
53-pound alligator snapping turtle rescued from drainage pipe in Houston, Texas – recovering at 
refuge 

• https://www.yahoo.com/news/injured-53-pound-snapping-turtle-saved-pipe-
234234024.html  

 
US EPA begins process to review & regulate widely used toxic chemicals to protect human health 

• http://www.allgov.com/news/controversies/armed-with-new-authority-to-ban-dangerous-
substances-epa-begins-review-of-widely-used-toxic-chemicals-161130?news=859840 

 
EPA extends comment period on SNUR (Significant New Use Rule) under TSCA 

• http://www.natlawreview.com/article/human-carcinogens-antimicrobial-pesticides-cross-
state-air-pollution-federal-law  

 
Biologists trying to determine why Central Arctic caribou herd in Alaska declined about 50% over 
3 years 

• https://www.yahoo.com/news/alaska-biologists-research-mystery-declining-caribou-herd-
155341917.html  

 
Did socioeconomic factors influence risk during 1918 flu pandemic? 

• http://arstechnica.com/science/2016/11/poverty-was-a-risk-factor-in-the-1918-flu-
pandemic/  

 
H5N8 avian influenza spreading across Europe & Asia 

• http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2016/11/h5n8-noted-more-european-
nations-spreading-elsewhere  

 
New guidelines aimed at improving communication & understanding of scientific data and may 
assist with decision making 

• http://phys.org/news/2016-11-guidelines-aim-scientific.html  
 
$30,000 challenge from NASA:  what to do with “space poo” 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/nasa-asks-public-what-it-should-do-
astronaut-poo-180961211/  

 



Multi-male groups leads to emergence of mob violence in gorillas 
• http://arstechnica.com/science/2016/11/mob-violence-observed-in-gorillas-for-the-first-

time/ 
 
Cost estimates approaching $200 billion for Fukushima, assuming nothing goes wrong over next 
30 to 40 years as decommissioning continues 

• http://arstechnica.com/science/2016/11/fukushima-cost-estimates-nearly-double-
approaching-200-billion/   

 
Invasive species blamed, but most likely their presence is due to human introduction 

• https://www.bostonglobe.com/ideas/2016/11/27/humans-make-mess-but-invasive-
species-get-blame/2HAvSQBjvnRWGjCwRS8XrJ/story.html  

 
Can “data contraception” protect identity from being hacked? 

• http://arstechnica.com/ars-podcast/2016/11/think-about-data-contraception-says-
security-researcher-morgan-marquis-boire/  

 
Zika case in Brownsville, Texas, may be first instance of local transmission 

• http://arstechnica.com/science/2016/11/texas-zika-case-may-be-the-states-first-
unsurprising-local-transmission/  

 
Does mapping “diversity” and “rate of diversity change” help or hinder the process of social 
unification? 

• https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/how-diverse-is-america/  
 
National Organic Standards Board takes action to minimize impacts on organic foods from new 
genetic engineering techniques  

• http://www.triplepundit.com/2016/11/new-gmos-kicked-organics-guidelines/  
 
New technique combining light & electron microscopy adds color to images of cells 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/innovation/new-technique-brings-color-electron-
microscope-images-cells-180961188/  

 
Science behind the sticky & deadly Boston Molasses Disaster of 1919 

• http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/why-boston-molasses-disaster-was-so-
deadly-180961209/  

 
These products are made from reclaimed toilet paper 

• http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/750/154354.html  
 
Screwworms again ravaging animals in southern Florida, not a problem since the 1970s 

• http://arstechnica.com/science/2016/11/deadly-flesh-eating-parasite-once-eradicated-
reappears-in-florida/  

 
NREL study suggests experts predict bigger wind turbines and lower costs over the next decade 

• http://arstechnica.com/science/2016/11/experts-forecast-giant-11mw-offshore-wind-
turbines-by-2030/  

 



US Bureau of Reclamation examines demographics, climate & demands for water in Los Angeles 
Basin 

• http://csengineermag.com/la-basin-study-underscores-stormwater-management-
importance/  

 
How are other species adapting to changing climatic conditions? 

• http://www.canberratimes.com.au/environment/climate-change/nowhere-on-earth-safe-
from-climate-change-as-survival-challenge-grows-20161123-gsvgcj.html  

 
Medical profession & patients increasingly rely on prescription drugs to be “healthy” 

• http://www.allgov.com/news/where-is-the-money-going/huge-increase-in-number-of-
doctors-annually-prescribing-millions-of-dollars-worth-of-medicare-prescriptions-
161119?news=859791  

 
Will removing four dams along the Snake River effectively improve habitat for salmon? 

• http://www.forbes.com/sites/jamesconca/2016/11/29/will-removing-large-dams-on-the-
snake-river-help-salmon/#745e02ad1133 

 
  
 
 


