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Geoscience Bulletin Board – 23 July 2018 – compiled by Elaine J. Hanford 
 
Kilauea 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/k-lauea-volcano-erupts 
• http://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/story/38655817/at-least-1-transported-to-hospital-after-lava-

explosion-near-tour-boat-off-big-island  
• https://www.npr.org/2018/07/16/629613564/kilauea-lava-explosion-injures-23-tourists  
• https://www.reuters.com/article/us-hawaii-volcano/lava-from-kilauea-collapse-explosion-

destroys-hawaii-structures-idUSKBN1K82ZJ  
• https://www.theepochtimes.com/kilauea-eruption-adding-area-to-hawaiis-big-

island_2594322.html  
• https://www.newsweek.com/hawaii-kilauea-volcano-map-photos-after-acres-land-island-

1032478  
 
Consequence of excessive groundwater withdrawal – Friant-Kern Canal in California sinking – 
estimate $350M to repair – 2014 “Sustainable Groundwater Management Act” not helping 

• https://www.sacbee.com/news/state/california/water-and-drought/article214631455.html  
 
“Nations T. rex” will be on public display at the National Museum of History beginning 8 June 2019 

• https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/homecoming-king-nations-t-rex-
returns-smithsonian-180969673/ 

 
EQ researchers work in the “death box” in Seattle – “More Hall” is vulnerable to seismic shaking 

• http://kuow.org/post/death-box-where-seattle-earthquake-researchers-work  
 



GRAINEX to study connection between Great Plains precipitation & agricultural irrigation 
• https://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=295867&org=GEO&from=news 

 
Post-Harvey Report inundation maps and flood details “largest rainfall event recorded in US history” 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/post-harvey-report-provides-inundation-maps-and-flood-details-
largest-rainfall-event-recorded 

• Report:  https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/sir20185070  
 
Insight from laser experiments into behavior of metal core of the Earth 

• http://www.spacedaily.com/reports/Laser_experiments_lend_insight_into_metal_core_at_hea
rt_of_the_Earth_999.html  

 
Ground tremors & “jet engine” sound rumbled through valley preceding deadly landslide in 
Afghanistan 

• http://www.terradaily.com/reports/Jet_engine_sound_tremors_send_Afghan_villagers_fleeing
_deadly_landslide_999.html 

 
New Holocene climatic events recognized – 11,700 years, 8,300 years & 4,200 years ago - 
controversial 

• http://www.sci-news.com/geology/meghalayan-06214.html   
• https://newatlas.com/new-geological-age-declared-meghalayan/55532/  
• https://www.popularmechanics.com/science/environment/a22354823/according-to-

geologists-were-living-in-a-new-age/  
• https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2018/07/anthropocene-holocene-geology-

drama/565628/  
 
Photo-essay on the JOIDES Resolution 

• https://www.bbcearth.com/blog/?article=the-boat-unlocking-earths-deepest-secrets  
 
Book Review:  The Stonehenge Bluestones 

• https://www.archaeology.co.uk/articles/review-the-stonehenge-bluestones.htm  
• https://www.livescience.com/63003-sloppy-stonehenge-study.html  

 
1.4B year old evaporite deposit in Ontario, Canada, provides evidence of atmosphere & biosphere 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/07/180718134813.htm  
• http://www.spacedaily.com/reports/Lake_bed_reveals_details_about_ancient_Earth_999.htm

l  
 
Did “Disaster Report” on PS2 help humans understand natural disasters? 

• https://www.polygon.com/2018/7/18/17586458/disaster-report-earthquake-game-irem-
playstation-2-classics  

 
A crack that appeared near Yellowstone does not portend a cataclysmic event 

• http://www.iflscience.com/environment/a-crack-appeared-near-yellowstone-never-guess-
what-happened-next/all/  

 
How many diamonds in the cratonic roots?  Study estimates quadrillion tons 

• http://fortune.com/2018/07/18/diamonds-new-study-quadrillion-tons/  



• http://www.sci-news.com/geology/diamond-cratonic-roots-06207.html  
 
Why do seashells sound like the ocean? 

• https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/heres-why-seashells-sound-like-the-
ocean_us_5b4510d0e4b048036ea369a4 

 
Orra White Hitchcock illustrated her husband’s geological findings in the mid-1800s 

• https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/orra-white-hitchcock_us_5b1fe959e4b09d7a3d777cc5 
 
Seashell souvenir trade is devastating marine life worldwide 

• https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/2018/07/wildlife-watch-seashells-illegal-trade-
handicrafts/ 

• https://www.treehugger.com/ocean-conservation/you-might-want-think-twice-about-buying-
seashell-souvenir.html  

 
Assessing groundwater resources and impacts of over-pumping and climatic conditions  

• http://www.spacedaily.com/reports/NSF_supported_researchers_to_present_new_results_on
_hurricanes_and_other_extreme_events_999.html  

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2018-07/asu-asu071818.php  
 
Single cell organisms in the Twilight Zone play important role in carbon cycle 

• http://www.spacedaily.com/reports/In_the_oceans_twilight_zone_tiny_organisms_may_have
_giant_effect_on_Earths_carbon_cycle_999.html 

 
99 myo snake hatchling found in Burmese amber 

• http://www.sci-news.com/paleontology/snake-hatchling-amber-06219.html 
 
27-day rotational cycle of the Sun influences lightning activity on Earth 

• http://www.spacedaily.com/reports/How_does_the_suns_rotational_cycle_influence_lightning
_activity_on_earth_999.html  

 
New genus and species of an ankylosaurid dinosaur Akainacephalus johnsoni found in Utah 

• https://phys.org/news/2018-07-newly-armored-dinosaur-utah-reveals.html  
• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/07/180719125904.htm  

 
River basin shape is strongly influenced by climate during formation 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/07/180718113338.htm  
 
Model identifies factors that shaped evolutionary adaptation and extinction 

• https://phys.org/news/2018-07-cradle-grave-factors-evolution.html  
 
How did plants evolve to dominate the landscape? 

• https://phys.org/news/2018-07-insights-conquest.html  
 
Links between deep carbon cycle and geodynamics of big mantle wedge beneath eastern Asia 

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2018-07/scp-srt071918.php  
 
Book Review:  “Setting Aside All Authority” – science against Copernicus in the Age of Galileo 



• https://www.earthmagazine.org/article/geomedia-books-revisiting-galileo-affair  
 
Cretaceous volcanic ash fueled phytoplankton blooms that seeded US oilfields 

• https://www.earthmagazine.org/article/cretaceous-volcanic-ash-seeded-us-oilfields  
  
Travels in Geology: From sea to sky in British Columbia 

• https://www.earthmagazine.org/article/travels-geology-sea-sky-british-columbia  
 
How the periodic table is organized and arranged 

• https://sciencetrends.com/how-is-the-periodic-table-organized-and-arranged/ 
 
Paper:  Late Cenozoic evolution of the Upper Mississippi River – stream piracy 

• http://www.geosociety.org/gsatoday/science/G355A/GSATG355A.pdf   
 
If you have a pipeline – then you have to contend with erosion & corrosion 

• https://www.oilfieldtechnology.com/special-reports/20072018/controlling-corrosion/  
 
M5.7 EQ his central Mexico – houses evacuated in Mexico City 

• https://www.novinite.com/articles/191181/Mexico+City+Earthquake%3A+Houses+Evacuated
+as+5.7+Quake+Rocks+Mexican+Capital  

 
Losses from landslides in China 

• https://blogs.agu.org/landslideblog/2018/07/20/losses-from-landslides-in-china/ 
 
Seismologist Dr. Lucy Jones debunks myths about earthquakes 

• http://abc7.com/science/seismologist-lucy-jones-debunks-earthquake-myths/3790198/  
 
Biodegradation rates of oil are inhibited in deep-sea sediments 

• https://news.psu.edu/story/528803/2018/07/19/research/oil-biodegradation-inhibited-deep-
sea-sediments 

 
49th anniversary of the Moon landing 

• https://blogs.agu.org/wildwildscience/2018/07/20/a-space-and-science-story/  
 



 
 
Environmental Science Bulletin Board – 23 July 2018 – compiled by Elaine J. Hanford  
 
Global Action Plan on antimicrobial resistance & new global database 

• http://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-07-2018-countries-step-up-to-tackle-antimicrobial-
resistance 

• Database:  http://www.who.int/antimicrobial-resistance/global-action-plan/database/en/  
 
More outbreaks of deadly diseases are occurring – black swan events and preparation 

• https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/outbreaks-epidemic-
preparedness_us_5b4f85fbe4b0de86f4892daa 

 
Jaguar escapes from Audubon Zoo in New Orleans & kills 4 alpaca, one emu & one fox 

• https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/animalia/wp/2018/07/14/jaguar-escapes-new-orleans-
zoo-enclosure-killing-4-alpacas-an-emu-and-a-fox/?utm_term=.4f99b213f038 

• https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/escaped-jaguar-kills-six-animals-in-new-orleans-
zoo_us_5b4a7a6fe4b0e7c958fbd298  

• https://www.nola.com/pets/index.ssf/2018/07/jaguar_escapes_habitat_at_audu.html 
• https://www.nola.com/pets/index.ssf/2018/07/valerio_the_jaguar_kills_4_ani.html  

 
Firefighter killed while battling Ferguson Fire near Yosemite National Park 

• https://start.att.net/news/read/article/the_associated_press-
wildfire_shuts_thoroughfare_near_yosemite_national-ap/category/news  

• https://www.firefighternation.com/articles/2018/07/firefighter-killed-battling-california-
wildfire.html  

• http://wildfiretoday.com/2018/07/14/firefighter-fatality-on-the-ferguson-fire-west-of-yosemite-
national-park-in-california/  



• https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2018/07/14/firefighter-dies-battling-calif-wildfire-near-
yosemite-national-park/785777002/  

 
Soaring desire (want not need) for “cooling for all” will have global impacts 

• http://www.energy-
daily.com/reports/Global_quadrupling_of_cooling_appliances_to_14_billion_by_2050_999.ht
ml  

• Report:  https://issuu.com/birminghamenergyinstitute/docs/2018-clean-cold-report  
  
National Park visitation corresponds most to intervals with poorest air quality (ozone pollution) 

• https://phys.org/news/2018-07-air-pollution-negatively-national.html  
 
Subsidence due to excessive groundwater withdrawal & increasing arsenic levels in California tap 
water 

• https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/jul/18/california-central-valley-sinking-
arsenic-water-farming-agriculture  

 
USFDA sponsored public meeting on lab-grown fake meat – Cattlemen urge including USDA 

• http://kticradio.com/agricultural/cattlemen-press-for-usda-oversight-at-public-meeting-on-lab-
grown-fake-meat/ 

 
Wildlife services “killed or euthanized” more than 2.3M animals in 2017 – many more dispersed 

• https://www.treehugger.com/animals/us-wildlife-services-killed-13-million-native-animals-
2017.html  

• https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wildlife_damage/pdr/PDR-G_Report.php  
 
Loss of grizzly bears – one due to accident, one due to human storing pesticides in open garage 

• https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2018/07/18/paralyzed-grizzly-euthanized-
glacier-national-park-montana/798781002/  

• https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2018/06/13/grizzly-bear-dies-
insecticide/699339002/  

 
Tunnel & UV plant project announced for NYC drinking water - $1.2B but in 5 years it will cost???? 

• https://www.lohud.com/story/news/local/westchester/2018/07/15/1-2-b-drinking-water-project-
build-2-mile-tunnel-westchester/786390002/ 

 
SCOTUS rejected report that recommended denial of request by Florida to cap water usage by 
Georgia from the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint (ACF) River Basin 

• https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/scotus-ruling-gives-florida-chance-to-62506/  
 
90% of plastic polluting the ocean comes from 8 rivers in Asia & two in Africa 

• https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/06/90-of-plastic-polluting-our-oceans-comes-from-
just-10-rivers/   

 
8 critically endangered black rhinos have died in Tsavo East National Park – did not adapt to saltier 
water 

• https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/eight-endangered-black-rhinos-died-their-way-
sanctuary-180969638/  



 
Male bat-eared foxes play major role in raising offspring 

• https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/neurochemistry-fatherhood-180969635/ 
 
San Francisco mayor saw firsthand just how much human feces is on the city streets 

• http://www.businessinsider.com/san-francisco-mayor-london-breed-more-feces-in-streets-
than-ever-2018-7  

• https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/SF-Mayor-Theres-more-feces-on-the-sidewalks-
than-Ive-ever-seen-488156431.html  

 
NDMA impurity in three blood pressure medicines may lead to cancer – US FDA requests recall 

• https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/16/health/fda-blood-pressure-valsartan.html 
 
Texas lawmakers reviewing impacts of Hurricane Harvey on agriculture & our food supply 

• http://spectrumlocalnews.com/tx/austin/news/2018/07/18/lawmakers-review-hurricane-
harvey-s-impact-on-agriculture  

 
Torngat Mountains National Park is in remote part of Labrador – hopefully that will reduce the 
likelihood that humans will damage it 

• https://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/spectacular-canadian-wildlife-reserve-so-remote-
you-can-only-get-there-five-weeks-year-180969658/ 

 
California Water Resources Control Board plans increased water flows through Lower San Joaquin 
River & tributaries – praised by fishermen & environmentalists – criticized by agribusiness 

• https://yubanet.com/california/state-water-board-releases-plan-to-increase-flows-in-san-
joaquin-river-and-tributaries/  

• https://www.sfchronicle.com/news/article/SF-would-face-new-limits-under-state-water-
13055655.php  

• http://redgreenandblue.org/2018/07/09/california-water-wars-fish-vs-big-agriculture/  
 
Proposed $1B Gemini solar project may power Las Vegas and nearby areas beginning in 2020 

• https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-07-16/billion-dollar-solar-project-to-help-
power-las-vegas-california  

 
Ghost town of Drawbridge is drowning – does it matter? Or is return to wild marsh a good thing? 

• http://www.times-standard.com/environment-and-nature/20180718/ghost-town-of-
drawbridge-is-drowning  

• https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/07/17/how-drawbridge-is-drowning-and-what-it-means-
for-our-future/  

 
Silicon Valley may be high tech but has also caused significant environmental degradation 

• https://truthout.org/articles/wealth-cant-protect-environmentally-ravaged-silicon-valley-from-
climate-change/ 

 
Concerns for impacts on Hudson River from US Army Corps of Engineers storm surge barriers 

• http://www.dailyfreeman.com/general-news/20180710/hudson-river-advocates-worry-about-
proposed-storm-surge-barriers  

  



Cyber security is critical for national security, environmental & human health 
• https://www.ehn.org/u-s-intel-chief-warns-of-devastating-cyber-threat-to-u-s-infrastructure-

reuters-2587908878.html  
 
Perspective:  Cell phones & gadgets are endangering the planet 

• https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/jul/17/internet-climate-carbon-footprint-
data-centres  

  
Perspective:  Wildlife crossings reduce roadkill & reduce habitat fragmentation – why not create 
more? 

• https://www.vox.com/videos/2017/7/3/15914648/wildlife-crossings-roadkill-highway-design  
 
As many as 20% of humans are recessive carriers of some exotic genetic horror 

• Part 1:  https://arstechnica.com/science/2018/07/ars-on-your-lunch-break-robert-green-on-
what-darkness-lurks-in-our-dna/ 

• Part 2:  https://arstechnica.com/science/2018/07/ars-on-your-lunch-break-the-toxic-truths-
within-our-dna/ 

 
Suburban yards cause decline in biodiversity 

• https://www.nsf.gov/discoveries/disc_summ.jsp?cntn_id=295987&org=GEO&from=news  
 
Collaborative species conservation for threatened and endangered species 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/collaborative-species-conservation 
 
Man-made pollution taking a toll on the Taj Mahal – order to clean it or demolish it 

• https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/indian-supreme-court-restore-taj-mahal-or-
demolish-it-180969668/  

 
In 1968 publication of the Whole Earth Catalog promoted the environmental movement 

• https://www.smithsonianmag.com/innovation/50-years-ago-whole-earth-catalog-launched-
reinvented-environmental-movement-180969682/ 

 
Mighty Mississippi River not as muddy – humans tweak but cannot replicate Nature 

• https://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2018/07/the_mississippi_isnt_so_muddy.html  
 
$2.1B supplemental funds for 5 flood risk management projects on American & Sacramento Rivers 

• https://www.enr.com/blogs/12-california-views/post/44875-sacramento-army-corps-district-
projects-get-21-billion-in-supplemental-appropriation  

 
New rules for handling toxic coal ash gives states more flexibility  

• https://www.usnews.com/news/business/articles/2018-07-18/us-coal-ash-pollution-rules-
eased-after-industry-balks  

 
Study proposes maximum bioaccumulation levels of metals that poses no ecological risk  

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2018-07/uotb-dtb071918.php  



 
Coastal Zone Management Bulletin Board – 23 July 2018 – compiled by Elaine J. Hanford  
 
Long Island Sound Restoration – Guide to Future Efforts 

• https://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-18-410  
 
More dust from Saharan Desert to arrive in South Texas 

• https://www.caller.com/story/news/local/2018/07/16/saharan-dust-visit-coastal-
bend/788029002/   

• http://www.kztv10.com/story/38650785/dust-from-the-sahara-back-in-the-coastal-bend  
 
Should beaches be public or private?  New battle in Santa Cruz, California 

• https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2018/07/16/privates-beach-santa-cruz-coastal-
commission.html  

 
NOAA recommends funds for Swan Island Oyster Sanctuary in North Carolina 

• https://www.coastalreview.org/2018/07/noaa-oks-new-funds-for-oyster-sanctuary/ 
 
State budget includes $2.5M to buy land for Bird Island Coastal Reserve 

• https://www.coastalreview.org/2018/07/with-state-funding-is-bird-island-fight-over/  
 
Be careful if you take your dog to the beach 

• https://start.att.net/news/read/article/the_bradenton_herald-
a_dog_died_after_suffering_from_salt_water_poisoni-tca/category/news 

 
 
 



And watch out for beach umbrellas 
• https://start.att.net/news/read/article/time-

beach_umbrella_impales_british_tourist_on_the_new-rtime/category/news+  
 
Offshore wind developer ramps up work on 3 more wind farms off US East Coast 

• https://apnews.com/9175c4589fc14ae1a5d66ea1dc8b4b48  
 
Progress on reducing pollutant nutrients in Chesapeake Bay 

• https://www.agri-pulse.com/articles/11233-chesapeake-bay-progress-on-nutrients-but-a-long-
way-to-go  

 
Delaware DEP sought public input on Delaware Estuary Comprehensive Conservation & 
Management Plan 

• http://www.njherald.com/20180713/publics-input-sought-for-update-to-delaware-estuary-
plan#  

• Draft Plan:  
https://s3.amazonaws.com/delawareestuary/RevCCMPDraft_Public_Comment_May2018.pdf  

 
Ospreys recover as fish contaminants decline in Delaware Estuary 

• https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2018/07/12/delaware-estuarys-ospreys-recover-as-
fish-contaminants-decline-report-says/ 

 
“Unmade roads” are blamed for gradual silting of Balcombe Creek & Estuary 

• http://mpnews.com.au/2018/07/09/estuary-threatened-by-unmade-roads/  
 
Company fined for admitted illegal dumping of tallow into Ahuriri Estuary 

• https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/105186500/liqueo-the-company-which-dumped-tallow-
into-napiers-ahuriri-estuary-fined-3000  

 
Endangered blue whale found on Point Reyes beach likely killed by collision with ship  

• https://www.sfgate.com/local/article/cause-of-death-whale-farallon-islands-limantour-
13010082.php 

 
Dangerous (emit neurotoxins) clinging jellyfish now found in northern Barnegat Bay along Jersey 
Shore 

• https://whyy.org/articles/dangerous-jellyfish-now-found-in-northern-barnegat-bay/ 
 
Pros & Cons of proposed Mid-Barataria sediment diversion project 

• https://www.nola.com/expo/news/erry-2018/07/8db7b55fd53909/coastal-authority-hears-
pros-a.html  

• https://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2018/07/the_mississippi_isnt_so_muddy.html  
 
Plans for massive offshore terminal near Houston to export Permian Basin crude oil  

• https://www.chron.com/business/article/Houston-company-plans-massive-offshore-terminal-
13083323.php  

 
 



Removal of rats from Palmyra Atoll National Wildlife Refuge results in 5,000% increase in native 
trees 

• http://www.terradaily.com/reports/Study_shows_5000_percent_increase_in_native_trees_on
_rat_free_Palmyra_Atoll_999.html  

 
Survey of sandy shorelines indicates they have increased globally over three decades but 
decreased in marine protected areas 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/07/180718113346.htm  
 
 
 


