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Call for Papers 

WATER DIALOGUE FORUM 

“WATER  FOR  REGIONAL  COOPERATION” 

December 3-5, 2014,  

Kenyatta International Conference Centre, KICC Nairobi, Kenya  
 

Background 

Water is a driver for regional cooperation. It 
is one of crucial issues in the 
Intergovernmental Authority on Development 
(IGAD) regions. Starting from its 
establishment, 1986, to the present IGAD has 
been striving to extricate its people from 
poverty, recurrent drought and food 
insecurity. The IGAD region consists of eight 
member states, namely Djibouti, Ethiopia, 
Eritrea, Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan 
and Uganda. The lack of integrated water 
management and appropriate institutional 
governance, the dearth of legal and policy 
framework, the lack of data collection and 
sharing has made the region’s water resources 
unutilized. There have been also surging 
imminent floods and droughts. There are also 
occasions where water has been a source of 
spat among the local community in the region. 
Having this in mind, IGAD has crafted the 
Inland Water Resources Management 
Program, INWRM with the objective of 
harnessing its water resources in an 
integrated and coordinated manner so as to 
achieve food security, avoid potential or real 
water related conflicts and attain peace and 
sustainable development. INWRMP aims to 
promote regional cooperation in sustainable 
water resources management through 

improved policy and legal frameworks, 
developing the capacity of member countries 
for the implementation of integrated water 
resources management and develop 
information systems for decision making in 
water resources development and 
management. One of the strategies adopted 
by IGAD to achieve its mandate is to create a 
regional platform, which will be able to 
formulate common goals and strategies, 
identify priority regional projects, mobilize 
financial and human resources, coordinate 
and monitor interventions at regional level 
and share experiences, good practices and 
knowledge to improve performance. An IGAD 
Regional Water Dialogue Forum is therefore 
planned to be established within this 
framework and will be a tool to assist IGAD in 
executing its mandate in the water sector: (a) 
providing an opportunity for all stakeholders 
to discuss water and regional cooperation 
issues, (b) creating synergies among all on-
going and planned water-related projects and 
programmes, (c) aligning development 
partners’ water-related programmes to IGAD 
water resources management policies and 
strategies, (d) agreeing to water resources 
related investment areas. Against the above 
backdrop, IGAD-INWRM has planned to have 
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its first IGAD Water Dialogue Forum, under the 
theme “Water for Regional Cooperation” by 
bringing together policy makers, 

practitioners, civil societies, development 
partners, private sector, researchers, 
academicians and the likes.  

Sub-Themes 

The IGAD Water Dialogue Forum has five sub themes which aim to inform the policy making 
processes. Thus, the writings should be more of policy oriented and case study focused. 

 

  
1. Water for peace and stability 

Water can be either a source of cooperation or conflict. In IGAD region the utilization 
of Transboundary Rivers should be based on equitable utilization and no significant 
harm. This would create a joint utilization of the water resources for peace and 
security. This section, therefore, would like to assess the water role for the peace and 
stability of the IGAD region.  
 

2. Water for food security and climate change 

Food insecurity is the hallmark of the IGAD region, even if there are rich water 
resources potential. The timely and proper utilization of water resources is very crucial 
particularly with the looming of climate change in the region. This section, therefore,is 
to critically examine the role of water for achieving food security and address the 
problem of climate change.  
 

3. Water and energy for economic development 

The sectoral approach to natural resource usually leads to inefficiency, waste of money 
and resources. So the nexus approach between water and energy for economic 
development of the region is deemed necessary. In this regard, the invited papers 
would focus on this very important nexus and define how to proceed with this approach 
and interaction.  
 

4. Water for drought resilience 

Drought has remained the defining factor of the Horn of Africa. In spite of decades of 
attempts to address this chronic problems, drought still remains large in the region. A 
new approach seems mandatory and IGAD’s Drought Resilience and Sustainability 
Initiative (IDDRSI) has been launched as a new strategy under the banner of ‘investing 
differently to end drought emergencies in the IGAD region’ 
 

5. Framework for regional water cooperation: Case study 

IGAD under its water arm-INWRMP-has been trying to come up with regional water 
frameworks. The development of IGAD Regional Water Policy has been going on and 
will be completed soon. This is thus to glean some relevant experiences from other 
regions’ best practices. Case study papers are invited to enrich the IGAD’s framework 
for regional cooperation (the regional Protocol).   
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The abstract must connect to the thematic scope and objectives of the technical sessions. 
There are limited opportunities and travel grant for those interested in serving as panelists. To 
be considered, kindly send an abstract maximum 300 words, with four Key words, on the 
particular area of interest connected with the general theme or any of the sub themes.  
 

Important Dates

 

 
If you are interested in presenting either a paper under any of the sub thematic area, please 
send the abstract to: wondwosen.seide@igad.int coping to fred.mwango@igad.int and 
daher.elmi@igad.int  before August 15st 2014. For more information, visit www.igad.int.  

Abstract Submission -
15th of August 2014

Full Paper 
Submission -

15th of October 
2014

Submission of 
Power Point -

1st of November 
2014
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