
 
 
 

PhD GRA Positions  

We are inviting applications for two PhD students to join the Calhoun Critical Zone Observatory 
team (http://criticalzone.org/national/).  Students will broadly consider landscape evolution, land use 
history, and forest biogeochemistry with particular areas of focus in soil ecology and 
biogeochemistry. The project team involves PIs from four other Universities with expertise in 
ecosystem ecology, ecophysiology, hydrology, anthropology, and history.  This is a superior 
opportunity for students to learn from multiple experts in a range of disciplines.  

GRA in Soil Ecology: Dr. Mac Callaham is seeking a highly motivated student to work in the area of 
soil ecology.  Candidates should have a strong interest in land-use legacies, and effects of current 
land-use on soil invertebrate community composition and function.  Applicants should hold an MS 
degree in ecology, soil science, or a related natural science discipline. Excellent written and oral 
communication skills are essential. The project will allow the successful candidate to gain expertise 
in forest soil ecology as well as biogeochemical science. 

GRA in Soil Biogeochemistry: Dr. Daniel Markewitz is seeking a highly motivated student to work 
in the area of soil biogeochemistry. Candidates should have a strong interest in integrating forest 
management and biogeochemistry from the ecosystem perspective. Applicants should hold an MS 
degree in soil science, geology, or a related natural science discipline. Excellent written and oral 
communication skills are essential. The project will allow the successful candidate to gain expertise 
in forest biogeochemistry as well as carbon cycle science.  

Research assistantships are available including a tuition waiver, benefits, and a competitive annual 
stipend including summer support.  Applications for the position should be submitted as a single pdf 
file to Mac Callaham (mac.callaham@gmail.com) or Daniel Markewitz (dmarke@uga.edu). Please 
visit the CZO webpage and provide a 1-page statement of future research interests along with a brief 
CV, and contact information for three references. 
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