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got water?
Job opening: Water-Carrier.
Requirements: must be able to 

balance 45 pounds on your head 
while trekking rocky dirt roads for 
miles.

Hours: up to 8 hours a day
Wages: $0

Only women and children need apply!
(Courtesy of Ray Newmyer, NWP Drilling)





Millennium Development Goals

• By 2015, reduce  by 50% the number of 
people who do not have access to safe 
drinking water (currently ~ 1.1B) or 
sanitation (~ 2.4 B)

• Requires that each day until 2015, we 
must provide safe drinking water to 
about 250,000 people and sanitary 
facilities to about 500,000 people

• Not ‘rocket science’ but requires $$ 
and political will



Hydrophilanthropy - 1

Term coined by David Kreamer
of UNLV  around 2005, but 

never really defined. 
[See DK’s article ‘The Meaning of 
Hydrophilanthropy’ in September 
2010 Water Resources IMPACT]



Hydrophilanthropy -2 

Definition: Altruistic concern 
for the water, sanitation, and 

related needs of humankind, as 
manifested by contributions of 

work, money, or
resources. -- M. Campana



Hydrophilanthropy - 3

Operational definition:
“I can’t define 

hydrophilanthropy, but I 
know it when I see it.” –

M. Campana
(apologies to former Supreme 

Court Justice Potter Stewart)



Honduras Project
• From 2001-2005, I conducted field course 

for U of NM Master of Water Resources 
students in Honduras - three weeks each 
June. See JCWRE and IMPACT articles.

• Worked with Hondureños Alex del Cid 
Vásquez, Rolando López, and villagers to 
build gravity-flow water systems – dam, 
tank, distribution system - in 5 villages.

• Introduced students to 
hydrophilanthropy and the struggles of 
many just to obtain clean drinking water.



Five villages 
located in the 
Sierra de Omoa, a 
rugged mountain 
range ~30 km NW 
of San Pedro Sula

Climate: Warm and 
humid with distinct 
wet and dry 
seasons.  Average 
annual rainfall of 
250 cm (~100 
inches)



Rural Water Project
Santa Teresa, Honduras 

WR573 2004





Dam plans





Pipe cutting and threading



Accomplishments
• Helped build five gravity-flow potable 

water systems serving about 2,000 people
• Provided instruction to locals in sanitation 

and hygiene
• Cross-cultural, life-changing (for some) 

experience for 65 students and 2 faculty
• Empowered local women – can do other 

things besides gathering water; girls can 
go to school

• Demonstrate that gringos can be “good 
neighbors”



Shortcomings
• No follow-up – Honduran 

government agency SANAA dropped 
the ball (no circuit riders)

• Need continued training, support
• Sustainability and monitoring & 

evaluation issues (see IMPACT
articles by Christine Casey Matute
and Stephanie Moore)

• Change in social dynamics of 
villages – gender roles. Is this good?



Main Causes of Failure
• Inappropriate technology

• Unsustainable, too complicated
• Lack of societal infrastructure

• Effective governance 
• Lack of understanding, commitment, 

training/capacity building, economics
• Stakeholder involvement is absent or 

minimal – no local ‘buy-in’ or 
‘ownership’ 

• Failure to admit and learn from 
mistakes - no outcomes assessment, 
monitoring & evaluation (M&E)

• Self-congratulatory, feel-good approach



The Power To Do Good?
"The next time you see an ad for a charitable 

organization featuring a shy, cute, brown-
skinned child and a sincere, silver-throated 

narrator who announces, 'Last year, the Tonto
Foundation constructed 100 wells in the 

impoverished country of Santo Gato so that 
Rosa and her people could have clean drinking 

water,' you must ask yourself , 'How many of 
those wells are still working?' " -- my variation 

on what a cranky old British hydrogeologist
told me, c. 1996



Reasons for Optimism 
• Universities WaSH Initiative

http://csis.org/program/wash-u
• More focus on sustainability, M&E
• Ned Breslin (Water for People CEO – ‘Rethinking 

Hydrophilanthropy’ article in JCWRE)
• Programs that seek to build capacity, work with 

locals (Steve Silliman at UND – JCWRE article)
• Students – altruistic, motivated!
• Professional societies (NGWA, et al.)
• Private industry support
• No more simply throwing money at the problem
• WASRAG – Water And Sanitation Rotarian Action 

Group (www.wasrag.org)



Final Thought
“I really envy you guys. You 

have the power to keep people 
from getting sick. By the time 
I’m called, it’s really too late.”
-- A medical doctor, talking 

to some volunteer water 
professionals



Interesting Reading
Aid Watch blog:

http://aidwatchers.com/

Recent Post:
http://aidwatchers.com/2011/04/has-ngo-

advertising-gone-too-far/

EWB-Canada Blog/WWW site:
http://www.admittingfailure.com/

“The road to help is paved with good intentions” – Tracy 
Baker



Honduras & HP Readings
1) September 2010

Water Resources IMPACT
(http://bit.ly/9ColgZ)

2) August 2010 J. of Contemporary         
Water Research and Education 

(http://bit.ly/gxwh5h)

3) ‘Hydrophilanthropy’ category at:
aquadoc.typepad.com/waterwired



Thank You!

WaterWired blog:
http://aquadoc.typepad.com/waterwired

WaterWired Twitter:
http://twitter.com/waterwired

AWRA: http://www.awra.org

"We make a living by what we get, we make a life by what 
we give.” – Winston Churchill


