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Sustainable Water Management

tool Needed to Assess Water Supply 
Vulnerabilities
Sustainable water management means water is managed in a 
way that meets current economic, ecological, and quality of life 
water needs without compromising the future ability to meet those 
needs. Today, California’s water managers face many challenges to 
achieving a sustainable water supply, including population growth, 
climate change, aging infrastructure, and declining ecosystems. 
Additionally, the reliability and sustainability of water supplies are 
often impacted by factors outside water agencies’ jurisdictional 
boundaries, making them difficult to assess and address without 
regional coordination.  

Existing sustainability assessment tools focus on generic 
indicators instead of region- and California-specific information 
and conditions, and they don’t take into account steps agencies 
are taking to address their water challenges. No tool currently 
exists that distills complicated water information into an easy-
to-understand, yet comprehensive, assessment of the condition 
and stewardship of California’s water management systems at a 
regional scale. 

cWf lAuNcheS Pilot to DeVeloP “SuStAiNAble WAter 
MANAgeMeNt Profile” for WAter MANAgerS

Sustainable Water 
Management (SWM) Profile 
Quick facts

•	 Current	sustainability	evaluation	
tools	don’t	assess	a	water	
management	agency’s	responses	
to	regional	conditions

•	 SWM	Profile’s	standardized	
assessment	tool	will	evaluate		
water	balance,	environment,	
financial	health,	collaboration,	and	
the	steps	agencies	are	taking	to	
be	sustainable

•	 CWF	hopes	its	SWM	Profile	will	
foster	regional	coordination	and	
integrated	solutions	for	greater	
regional	water	sustainability

cWf SuStAi NAb le WAte r MANAg e M e Nt Profi le Scor i Ng
A water agency may be rated as falling within one of three levels: Silver, Gold, or Platinum.  
This figure shows an example graphic of rating icons, and how a points-based system could translate into rating levels.



cWf launches Pilot to Develop 
comprehensive Sustainable Water 
Management Profile 
In 2013, CWF launched a pilot project with the Sonoma 
County Water Agency (SCWA) to develop and test a 
Sustainable Water Management Profile. Working with 
SCWA and a team of experts, CWF is developing a 
standardized assessment tool that analyzes four themes 
to identify the biggest water challenges facing a region, 
evaluate an agency’s response, and develop a composite 
score. The themes include: 
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geographic features, and population factors. The scoring 
is weighted to incentivize agencies to focus their 
management activities on the areas where they have the 
greatest vulnerabilities.

CWF is funding technical experts to develop the tool 
and provide assistance to SCWA, who will gather the 
information needed and complete the assessment. CWF’s 
team of experts will review and verify the results, enhancing 
the credibility of the tool. 

importance of Sustainable Water 
Management Profile Pilot
By making information more accessible and by providing 
a standardized rating system that is easy to comprehend, 
water agencies will be able to communicate how well they 
are responding to the water supply vulnerabilities within 
their region. Users of this information are anticipated to 
include public utilities, residential and business customers, 
land use planning agencies, financial analysts, insurance 
companies, and others. Each of these audiences has 
a role to play in helping to advance sustainable water 
management. CWF’s goal is to incentivize water agencies 
and other regional entities and stakeholders to work 
together to manage the waters of a region sustainably.

Water balance: Assesses water 
supply and demand and other 
factors that impact water supplies.

environment: Assesses the 
environmental and land use factors 
that influence water quality and 
quantity. 

financial health: Assesses 
financial conditions that impact the 
ability to manage water resources, 
such as asset depreciation or 
replacement.

collaboration and integration: 
Assesses stakeholder outreach, 
pursuit of multi-objective projects, 
and partnering between water 
agencies and other entities. 

The themes are evaluated using a scoring system that 
considers: 1) conditions that interact with a region’s water 
supply; 2) management responses currently underway and 
those that could be taken; and 3) contextual information, 
such as the attributes of a region’s water supply sources, 
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