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relevant disclaimer
• These are my opinions, experiences, and values. 

They may not align with yours. You may not agree. 
That’s ok. 

• Please talk with any appropriate advisor or 
supervisor before public engagement  

• My position allows for, and encourages public and 
policy engagement 





be honest about what you bring 
• First and foremost: I am a publicly-funded expert and practitioner in 

climate science and communication, working in the boundary space 
between science and policy in the western US. 

• I have given hundreds of talks and media interviews, and have a modest 
following on Twitter  

• I am a feminist, and outspoken about women in science issues 

• I am an old millennial, value humor, and surprisingly (to those who don’t 
know me) introverted  

• socially liberal, but I grew up in, and understand rural America 

• I was taught to leave it better than I found it 

• I lose sleep over knowing that we’re running out of time to act



how did I get here?



how did I get here?



how did I get here?



science-advocacy continuum

• Figure from Donner (2014) see also: Schmidt 
(2014, 2017)



engagement is different than 
advocacy



1. choose the place that is right for you

consider experience, expertise, and weigh the personal and 
professional risks



2. consider whom you represent

your personal and public identities will become entangled, 
and your expertise will be questioned - need a strong 

foundation 



3. analyze your strengths and motivations

We are all citizens. Understand your personal biases, your 
communication limits, and your ability to cope with criticism 



additional thoughts by 
Kathie

• Find your support network if you are choosing to be public, and use them 

• Figure out your “brand,” and your strengths  

• Follow people you admire and watch how they act and respond. Practice 
extended shine theory 

• Facts aren’t enough anymore but they have to be present and solid, 
regardless 

• Befriend journalists  

• Don’t be afraid of making mistakes, or being human, or vulnerable  

• If you choose not to engage, support your colleagues who do in the name 
of science



words of wisdom
• I learned none of this in grad school. You have an opportunity 

now to dip your toe in the waters 

• work through the framework, don’t bite off more than you can 
chew 

• both communication and policy are actual sciences and skills - 
become well-versed in the literature and governance structures 

• Your personal and professional identities will become 
entangled. Keep some things for yourself.  

• The space is changing rapidly, the vitriol is increasing, there’s a 
surge in anti-science, anti-intellectual thinking. Stay strong.




