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ellow GSA members and friends, it was with mixed 
emotions that I submitted my resignation to President 
Hap McSween on 1 July 2014. My last day will be Friday,  
2 Jan. 2015. It is time for change, for me and the Society.  

I have served as your Executive Director for 13 exciting and some-
times challenging years. As I looked back over the years, the 
Society has accomplished a lot by all of us working together. We 
righted the ship financially, opened a Geoscience Policy office in 
Washington, D.C., increased our global engagement, enhanced 
our education and outreach activities, grew the number of 
presented abstracts at our Annual Meetings, strengthened our 
commitment to inclusion and diversity in our profession, 
launched two new journals, jumped into social media with both 
feet, made GSA and GSA Foundation a fully functioning team, 
and started down the path to changing the Society’s publishing 
model to Gold Open Access. 

Taking on the GSA Executive Director position after 27 years 
with the Desert Research Institute in Nevada was a life changing 
experience. I leave the GSA Executive Director position after 13 
years of learning the association world, more fully engaging in 
public policy, and spending countless hours of travel domestically 
and internationally to raise the visibility of GSA and its wonderful 
programs, and to build strong relationships around the globe. It 
has been an experience that I would not trade for anything.

The Society has grown in many ways during my time as 
Executive Director. Membership has increased 55% to 26,400, the 
number of Divisions has grown from 13 to 18, Interdisciplinary 
Interest Groups have been created, and the number of Associated 
Societies has increased from 27 to 70, with several more pending. 
We have done this while slowly growing the GSA budget and staff 
in a way that has enabled GSA to weather the economic downturn 
and slow recovery over the past six years.

As I write this letter, a search is under way for my replacement. 
The hope is to have someone named by the end of December and 
on board shortly after the first of the year.

I am planning to build upon my commitment to GSA by soon 
occupying a different chair. On 26 Jan. 2015, after a three-week 
vacation, I will begin serving as the GSA Foundation President 
(part-time). Thus, I will continue to engage in GSA leadership, 
meetings, and other programs, plus continue to interact with all 
of you in a different role of working to increase the funds that the 
Foundation provides to the Society for its many varied programs.

I wish all of you and GSA the very best in the future. GSA and 
the GSA Foundation are embarking on an exciting experiment 
with a change in GSA’s publishing paradigm. We will all look back 
at this time in GSA’s history as a significant turning point for the 
Society.

Thank you for all that you have done and will do to support the 
Society and the Foundation.

Jack Hess, GSA Executive Director, December 2014

John (Jack) W. Hess  
GSA Executive Director

Thank You  
for Allowing Me to be 
Your Executive Director 
for the Past 13 Years


