
 

 

 

A Message from the Outgoing Officers 
Dear Hydro-community, 
 
With 42 members from more than 10 different departments across Oregon State University, it's certainly an exciting time 
to be a Hydrophile! Over the past year we've built on the foundations of our 15 year old group, exploring new ways to get 
more students involved and spread our love for water around campus and the community.   
 
Since we were starting with all new officers this year, we asked for perspectives about Hydrophiles from you, the water 
community.  Through online surveys, email, and personal communication, you told us that you wanted more events which 
involved recreation/education, socializing, peer support, and professional development. We took your ideas to heart and 
tried to create events which met these criteria and somehow fit into people’s busy lives. Bi-monthly brownbag discussions 
about contemporary water issues have been a great way to bring members together on a regular basis. 
Recreational/educational trips, which included a rafting trip on the Willamette River and a snow survey in the Cascades, 
were a great excuse to leave the classroom and learn about water in the field. We also made time for social events, which 
included the fall and spring barbecues, a winter chili cook-off, and the occasional Hydro-Happy Hour. As for peer support, 
we continued the Water Resources Mentoring program established by previous Hydrophiles officers, in which mentors 
provided advice and guidance to first-year Water Resources students. Finally, we planned two professional development 
events, the Hydro-Career Panel and the Water Research Symposium. Over 40 people attended the career panel, which 
featured six professionals from various fields and over 40 students will present at the Water Research Symposium, which 
will be held on May 18

th
 in the Memorial Union at Oregon State.     

 
Everything that happened this year wouldn’t have been possible without the help of an awesome membership. So we’d 
like to thank all our members and those who have supported us over the course of the year. We feel that Hydrophiles has 
been reinvigorated and we’re excited to see which direction the new officers will take the group!  
 

Best, 
You 2011-2012Hydrophiles Officers 
Kim Ogren, Pat Burns, Luke Pangle, Scott Allen      

Hydrophiles Happenings 
2011-2012 – A Year In Review 

New Hydrophiles Website 
 
Hydrophiles launched a new website this year!  Check it out at: http://groups.oregonstate.edu/hydro/.  
 

Features include: 

 Upcoming events  

 Feature stories 

 Member directory &profiles   

 How to get involved 

  

Features coming soon: 

 Alumni directory 

 Professional development info 
 

Hydrophiles - Student Sponsored Organization, Oregon State University 

OSU Student Chapter of American Water Resources Association & American Institute for Hydrology 

Contact: 

hydro_officers@lists.oregonstate.edu 

http://groups.oregonstate.edu/hydro/ 

http://groups.oregonstate.edu/hydro/
http://groups.oregonstate.edu/hydro/


  Fall Float Trip 
 
This year was the second annual fall float trip down the Willamette 

River.  Hydrophiles gathered to reconnect with friends after the 
summer and meet incoming students during a relaxing trip down 

the river. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

BBQs and the 1
st

 Annual Chili Cook-Off 
 

As usual, Hydrophiles kicked off the year with one of its famous BBQs where students could relax and 
reconnect after the summer.  The Spring BBQ is coming up on May 4th at the Thompson Shelter in Avery 
Park at 6pm.  Come vote for next year’s officers and vote on a couple of amendments to the Constitution 

proposed by members. 
 

In addition to the traditional fall and spring BBQs this year we hosted a winter potluck equivalent.  In January 
we hosted the first annual Chili Cook-Off with great success.  Eight vegetarian and meat chilis were submitted 

and Julie Ryden emerged at the first Chili Cook-Off Champion! 

Rachel LovellFord, Michael Vardaro, and Jennifer Veilleux sample 

some of the many fine chilis entered into the cookoff. 

Mariya Pak and Scott Allen look up ahead at the 
Corvallis drinking water intake.  During the float 

trip we identified leverage points for water 
management. 

Vera Pfieffer, Luke Pangle, Mousa (& Aseel) Diabat, Kara 
DiFrancesco, and Kate Moran enjoy the sunny day and each 

other’s company. 

Get Connected:  

Join our LinkedIn Group:  

Oregon State University Hydrophiles 

(http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=423203

8&mostPopular=&trk=tyah) 
 

Follow us on Twitter: @OSUHydrophiles 

 

‘Like’ us on Facebook (OSU Hydrophiles) or 

join our Facebook group (Hydrophiles)! 

http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=4232038&mostPopular=&trk=tyah
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=4232038&mostPopular=&trk=tyah


Snow Hydrology Trip 
 
In February Hydrophiles took a trip to the Cascade Mountains for 
some winter recreation and a day of experiential learning.  On 
Saturday, February 4th, a group of Hydrophiles members left 
campus bright and early for a day of recreation at Hoodoo Ski 
Resort and at Ray Benson Snow Park.  Some members of the 
group spent the day downhill skiing and snowboarding on 
Hoodoo Butte, while others put on snowshoes for a three-mile 
trek into Big Lake.  The weather was incredible!  Surprisingly the 
slopes were not too crowded, so everyone finished several runs 
and enjoyed tremendous views of the surrounding snow-covered 
landscape from the top of Hoodoo Butte.  Big Lake was 
completely frozen, and from its center there were outstanding 
views of the surrounding buttes, Mt. Washington, and Three 
Fingered Jack.  Saturday night the group stayed in rustic cabins 
at Clear Lake Count Park near the headwaters of the McKenzie 
River. 
 
 Sunday morning Mary Santelmann (WRGP director and Hydrophiles advisor) joined the group for an 
early breakfast and coffee at the cabin, then everyone traveled with Travis Roth (Water Resources Engineering 
alum and current OSU Research Associate working with Anne Nolin) to a research site that was located within 
the area affected by the B&B wildfire.  We strapped on snowshoes and followed Travis to one of several new 
climate monitoring stations he has established in the last year.  Travis explained the measurement devices that 
were employed to monitor the micro-climate over the snowpack, including incident solar radiation, radiation 
reflected from the snow surface, temperature, wind direction and velocity, and measurements of snow depth 
taken with a sonic device.  Under Travis’s tutelage, the group then dug their own snow pit and practiced taking 
measurements of snow density and temperature along the vertical profile.  After that the real work began!  
Travis explained the technique of measuring snow water equivalent (SWE) and snow depth using calibrated 

sampling devices, and the group spent the next 
few hours taking these measurements along a 
one-kilometer transect—snow depth 
measurements every five meters, and a SWE 
measurement every 100 meters.  That was just 
about enough to wear us all out.  It just so 
happened that we parked near sledding hill, and 
a few members of the group ditched the 
snowshoes and finished the last 50 meters of 
our walk coasting over the snow surface—no 
sled needed. 
 
 The trip was made possible by generous 
monetary support from the Institute for Water 
and Watersheds at OSU, for which we were all 
grateful.  For more photos, and to learn more 
about future Hydrophiles activities, find the 
Hydrophiles on Facebook, and keep an eye out 
for the new Hydrophiles website that will be 
launched in the next two weeks!    
 

From left to right: Scott Allen, Kelly Foley, and 
Pat Burns pose at the summit of Hoodoo Butte, 
with Mt. Washington on the horizon. 

The Hydrophiles celebrate a successful day of field work.  From 
front to back, left to right, participants included Scott Allen, Mary 
Santelmann, Luke Pangle, Kelly Foley, Pablo Tostado Delgado, 
Travis Roth, and Pat Burns.  Not pictured: Julia Rask.   

Have an idea for a future trip?  Talk to the officers about where you would like to go. They can get you what 
you need to plan the event and perhaps even find some funding to help cover the trip.  



Hydro-Careers Panel 

 
On April 11, 2012 Hydrophiles hosted a career panel with 6 
panelists represented a variety of water related fields.  The 
panelists shared their career journey and provided advice to 
future water professionals.   
 

Panelists 
 
Dave Livesay – Mr. Livesay is a registered geologist in the state 
of Oregon, principal hydrogeologist, and president of GSI Water 
Solutions Inc., located here in Corvallis.  He works on a variety 
of project types involving groundwater supply and 
contamination.   
 
Dr. Brenda Bateman – Dr. Bateman is the senior policy 
coordinator for the Oregon Water Resources Department, and 
has recently worked on the development of Oregon's Integrated 
Water Resources Strategy (IWRS).   
 
Karl Morgenstern – Mr. Morgenstern is the first Drinking Water 
Source Protection Coordinator for the Eugene Water and 
Electric Board (EWEB).  His work involves monitoring water 
quality in the McKenzie River, understanding potential risks to 
water quality, and developing monitoring and management 
strategies involving multiple stakeholders to ensure the 
McKenzie River continues to provide quality drinking water for 
the city of Eugene.   
 
Sarah Reich – Ms. Reich is a policy analyst for the 
ECONorthwest Consulting Company, at their corporate office in 
Eugene, OR.  Ms. Reich has performed policy and economic 
analysis regarding important issues such as watershed 
management, ecosystem services, and low-impact 
development, and she has worked extensively on these topics 
throughout the United States.   
 
Dr. George Ice – Dr. Ice works for the National Council for Air 
and Stream Improvement, Inc., and is the coordinator and 
financial administrator for the Alsea Watershed Study.   
 
Dr. Jim Wigington –Dr. Wigington is a research hydrologist with 
the US Environmental Protection Agency at the Western 
Ecology Division in Corvallis, OR.  He has worked on projects 
examining the classification of and connectivity within river 
networks, and how these features influence their ecology and 
biogeochemical processes.

 

  

Panelist Advice 
 

Skills: 
 

Learn not only the technical 
information for your desired 

career but also ‘soft’ and 
transferrable skills 

 
Be able to effectively 

communicate verbally and in 
writing 

 
Listen with the intent to 

understand 
 

Leadership skills 
 

Networking: 
 

Maintain your network – keep in 
touch 

 
Thank you notes go along way! 

 
General: 

 
You never know where your 

career path may take you – be 
open to new opportunities and 
something different than you 

expected 
 

Take advantage of all the 
opportunities that come your way 

40 students from 7 different 
programs/departments came out to learn how to 

be competitive in the job market. 

Mr. Livesay and Dr. Bateman share about their 
careers as water professionals. 



Brown Bag Seminars 
 
This year Hydrophiles tried something new: regular meetings every other week 
where Hydrophiles would gather over lunch to hear a presentation about water 
related research or programs or to talk about water issues.  During each seminar 
we enjoy lunch together, while also having informal discussion over a specified water-
related topic, news event, reading, or film.  The lunch sessions have also been used to 
allow for an informal and low stress way for graduate students to present their work and 
obtain feedback from peers.  
 

2011-2012 Seminar Titles and Topics 
 

Condit Dam Removal – Rachel LovellFord 
 

GSA Presentation Practice and How to Make the Most of Conferences – Luke Pangle 
 

Private Sector Participation (PSP) in the Water Sector – Kara DiFrancesco and Mark Ingman 
 

BPA-ODFW Mitigation Agreement – Laura Tesler (ODFW) 
 

Meaning and Effectiveness Salmon Safe – Harmony Paulsen 
 

Connections between Streams and Aquifers, Aquifer recharge, and the Benefits and Drawbacks to Managing 
the Hydrologic Cycle – Phil Neumann 

 
World Water Forum Panel Discussion – Michael Campana, Lynette DeSilva, John Matthews (Conservation 

International), and Kim Ogren 
 

A Conversation with Environmental Lawyer Richard Roos-Collins (co-sponsored with Mediators Beyond 
Borders) 

 
Water in the News-Two Texas Towns Struggle for Water – Kelly Foley 

 
Magnetism to Discriminate Sources of Heavy Metal Contamination in Fluvial Systems – Tullia Upton 

 
Changes to Oregon's Mountain-Derived Water Supplies – Pat Burns and Kelly Gleason 

 
Preparing for the Water Research Symposium Networking Reception – OSU Career Center 

 
Dam Operations and Climate Change – Allison Danner 

 

Mentoring 
 
This year we continued our partnership with the Water Resources Graduate 
Program (WRGP) and provided mentors to their first year students.  Mentors 
met with first year students from the three WRGP degree programs (Science, 
Engineering, Policy & Management) periodically throughout the fall and winter 
terms to provide advice on classes, research, program of study, and 
transitioning into graduate school as well as answer questions.  This year we 
are also reaching out to help incoming students prepare for their move to 
Corvallis.  If you would like to be a mentor next year please talk to an officer.  
Also, traditionally we work with the WRGP, but we have members from many 
other programs and departments.  If you would like to be a mentor for a 
different program, talk to an officer and we can help you get something 
started.    



 

Hydrophiles Swag… 
 

Talk to an officer about the Hydrophiles gear and 
helping us raise some funds for future events! 

 
Water Bottles: $7 

T-shirts (mens and womens): $15 
Sweatshirts (unisex): $26 

 
      

THANK YOU! 
 

This year was a huge success due to the overwhelming involvement and leadership by our 
members.  Thank you to everyone who helped plan our events and activities this year. 

 
Advisors:  

Michael Campana 
Mary Santelmann 

 
Website Development Team: 

Allison Danner 
Kelly Foley 

 
Career Panel Committee: 
Pablo Alvarez Tostado  

Amzie Davis 
Lauren Dennis 

Kara DiFrancesco 
Mark Ingman 

Kristen Larson 
Racquel Rancier 

 
WRE Mentors: 
Allison Danner 
Ryan Stewart 

Kara DiFrancesco 
 

 

Brownbag Coordinator: 
Rachel LovellFord 

 
Brownbag Contributors: 

Harmony Burright 
Allison Danner 

Kara DiFrancesco 
Kelly Gleason 
Mark Ingman 
Phil Neumann 
Tullia Upton 

 
Social Committee: 

Alison Doniger 
Julie Elkins Watson 

 
WRPM Mentors: 

Mark Ingman 
Racquel Rancier 

Julie Watson 

Water Research Symposium: 
Jordan Beamer 

Noa Bruhis 
Hilary Fishler 
Kelly Foley 

Brendan Galipeau 
Greer Harewood 

Becca Loisell 
Rachel LovellFord 

Ali Marshall 
Hazel Owens 

Racquel Rancier 
Larry Ruiz  

Cally Whitman 
 

BBQ Brewmaster: 
Mark Ingman 

 
WRS Mentors: 
Mousa Diabat 

Rachel LovellFord 
 

 Mousa Diabat, Scott Allen, Justin Moore, and 
Mark Ingman brew for the Spring BBQ 

Michael Campana and Kim Ogren attend the 6
th

 
World Water Forum in Marseilles, France 


