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I-am-not-too-bad in Islamabad  Week One, 11 November 2011! 

 

 
Sign in the Gents Restroom, Marriott Hotel, Islamabad 

 
Yes, I know you are thinking it odd to snap a picture in a Gents Restroom. Hmm. I couldn t resist this. 
Plus, I was jet-lagged after 37 continuous hours of travel from Tucson, Los Angeles, Washington-DC, 
Doha-Qatar and finally Islamabad-Pakistan by coach economy class. You know, even a Type A 
personality sleeps very soundly after such an itinerary! This was especially testing of me as my 
arthritis has gotten serious, serious enough for physical therapy, chiropractic treatment, orthopedic 
surgery consult, and a shoe lift to sort-of-balance out my stance. I am walking somewhat like the 
hunchback of Notre Dame without the hunch. At home, I usually sleep like a baby: wake up every few 
hours crying ;) Ugh. Say 11-11-11, it s my eldest grand  birthday, 14 going on 25! 
 
Say, Tucson International is lovely, and LAX exciting. The new Dulles International is the winner of an 
U G L Y contest, like someone waived an ugly stick at it. Here s an artist rendition of the place: 
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Artist s rendition of the new Dulles International Airport U G L Y 
 
The Islamabad Airport is a cattle car going in several directions at once! Many travelers are coming 
from thousands of miles without benefit of soap and water  me too. What a site and smell. Imagine 
that, whot! My sparse luggage arrived without incident. I am on the 3-3-3 plan: three shirts, three pairs 
of socks, three shorts! I think Herman Cain is sooooo cool. I love the slogan: Cain is Able! 
 
Okay, I had a charming six-hour meeting at a five-star hotel on Thursday for security and project 
orientation where a plethora of patronizing and gratuitous exchanges occurred. The Pakis are 
convinced that Osama bin Laden was NOT IN ISLAMABAD but was flown in by the Navy SEALS 
from Northwest Pakistan to the Islamabad neighborhood to embarrass the Pakistani government and 
military. These are the same Paki lads who believe the terrorist attacks in India are not caused by 
Pakis but by disgruntled Hindus within India. Go figure that, bubba! Personal factoid of my 
undergraduate past: I dated a Pakistani dancer from my NYU Introduction to Ethics class  she was 
in Broadway s West Side Story as a Puerto Rican. Whadyaknow! 
 
Bad joke section 
 

1. A mushroom walks into a bar and buys everyone a drink. Why? He s a fun-guy! 
2. Two Palestinian grandmothers are watching their grandchildren in the playground. One says to 

the other, They blow up so fast!  
 
For security reasons, I may not be able to take the field pictures I would like, but will see what I can 
do to capture some of this country through hotels and meeting halls where I have picture access. In 
fact, I may have limited face-to-face access to talk to the individuals I should otherwise talk to in order 
to complete my assignment in the best possible way. Pakistan is rather dangerous now for Americans 

 kidnappings, assassinations, suicide bombings, targeted shootings, protests, demonstrations and 
riots  even more so than the Occupy Wall Street theatrics. Here are some charming wall paintings 
from the Marriott Islamabad, where I had a delightful dinner of shrimp semi-curry, rice and green tea. 
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In the memorable words of Ross Perot, Why am I here? Or was that his Vice Presidential running 
mate, retired Admiral or General somebody? Oh, oh, I am here as the Water Sector Team Leader/ 
Water Resources Specialist to conduct the 30-day Pakistan Higher Education Assessment along with 
an Agriculture, Energy, and Education Team Leaders with the view of recommending potential 
Centers of Excellence in ag, energy and water. Surely there must be more productive ways to spend 
American taxes and borrowed debt accounts, no? 
 
Meanwhile, I am pursuing project leads in Hebron, the Philippines, Peoples Republic of China, 
Tajikistan and Turkey. I might be able to use a volunteer intern on some of this  if my clients agree. 
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