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Who Owns Water 

 

 I found this film taking a very interesting perspective on the issue of water. It followed 

two brothers from Atlanta, Michael and David Hanson, as they floated down the Chattahoochee 

and Flint Rivers. They decided to make this film because they felt that they grew up playing and 

drinking from the Chattahoochee River, but had never taken the chance to really get to know it. In 

this film they showed their interactions with many different types of people, who interacted with 

the river in different ways. There were the fishers getting a majority of their meals from the river, 

to retired parents living directly on the river, river adventurers, and oyster farmers.  

 This movie did not seem to have an agenda for what it was trying to accomplish. It simply 

followed these two young men down their childhood river, meeting different people who felt very 

connected to the river. There was no corporation or industry being blamed in this movie; it was a 

simple, fun journey of two brothers getting to know the river and some of the views of the local 

people. It is interesting because there were so many people in this movie that had something to 

say about the decrease in water in the area, but had no control over what will happen to the river 

in the future. 
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 The author of this movie is a writer and his brother is a photographer, and they sometimes 

do stories together. I believe this author was credible, since he is not blaming anyone in this 

movie for sucking the river dry or trying to point fingers in any way; he is just simply asking the 

people along the river what they think about the current issues.  

 At the end of the movie they wound up at the Gulf of Mexico, where the oyster industry is 

having a problem. Since there is less and less fresh water being brought down from the river to 

the Gulf of Mexico it is creating an environment that is no longer sustainable for oyster habitat. 

The problem is that there are many people in this area who depend solely on the oyster industry 

for their livelihood. I found it interesting that one of the locals was thinking about becoming a 

lawyer so that he can help save the oyster industry, which his family has been involved with for 

centuries. 

In conclusion, I found this documentary to be an overall great movie that helped show the 

many views of the Chattahoochee and Flint Rivers. It develops the question of where the water 

comes from and the issue of who really owns water. It reacts to the issue of people not knowing 

where their water comes from and just knowing that when they turn on the tap it comes out. It 

makes me wonder if people were more connected to the water in their communities if they would 

treat the water differently. It is strange to think that the people along these rivers see them and 

interact with them on a daily basis, but don’t have much say or control as to what will happen to 

the rivers in the future as growing consumption of water continues. I think this journey and the 

experience that they shared can be applied to water and rivers everywhere. Overall, I found this to 

be a well done and thought provoking movie. It was a simple journey that inspired a lot of 

questions.  


