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The Water Technologies for Emerging 
Regions (WaTER) Center at the University of 
Oklahoma will host the Inaugural OU 
International WaTER Conference and 
International Water Prize Award 
Ceremony on October 26-27, 2009 in 
Norman, Oklahoma. The conference will 
bring together participants from multiple 
groups responding to the UN Millenium 
Development Goals focused on bringing 
water and sanitation to remote villages in 
developing countries. Water and sanitation 
experts from academia, industry, NGOs, 
government, and foundations are invited to 
participate. Participants from developing 
countries are especially encouraged to 
attend; a limited number of travel assistance 
scholarships will be available for 
international participants. 

The two-day conference will include poster 
and paper sessions devoted to all technical 
and non-technical topics and sectors 
(technical, anthropological, sociological, 
cultural or legal aspect) relevant to water 
and sanitation in remote regions of 
developing countries. 

 
The highlight of the conference will be a 
plenary lecture by and presentation of the 
first OU International Water Prize to Dr. 
Steve Luby.  In addition, keynote lectures 
will be given by: 
 

• Dr. Jamie Bartram, WHO-Geneva 
• Dr. George Greene, Water Missions Intl. 
• Dr. Rob Quick, CDC 
• Dr. Steve Silliman, Notre Dame 

Dr. Stephen P. Luby 
2009 OU International Water 

Prize Winner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Luby has worked for the International 
Centre for Diarrheal Disease Research, 
Bangladesh since 2004. He is head of the 
Program on Infectious Diseases and Vaccine 
Sciences and also functions as the head of 
Agency for the Centers for Disease Control 
in Bangladesh. He earned a bachelor of arts 
in philosophy from Creighton University in 
1981 and a medical degree from the 
University of Texas Southwestern Medical 
School at Dallas in 1986. He completed his 
internship and residency in internal medicine 
at the University of Rochester-Strong 
Memorial Hospital. Dr. Luby studied 
epidemiology and public health in the 
Epidemic Intelligence Service and the 
Preventive Medicine Residency of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
Dr. Luby has authored over 120 scientific 
articles, the majority concerning 
communicable disease epidemiology in low-
income countries. 
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University of Oklahoma 
International WaTER 

Conference  

Call for Abstracts 

The OU WaTER Center is soliciting abstracts 
for papers and oral presentations for the 
University of Oklahoma International WaTER 
Conference to be held in Norman, Oklahoma 
on October 26-27, 2009. Papers dealing with 
any technical, anthropological, sociological, 
cultural or legal aspect of water and 
sanitation in developing countries are 
invited. 
 
Conference registration is $190, which 
includes entrance to all poster and paper 
sessions, plenary lectures, two continental 
breakfasts, four breaks, two lunches, a 
social, and one dinner banquet that are part 
of the conference agenda.  Participants from 
developing countries are especially 
encouraged to attend; a limited number of 
travel assistance scholarships will be 
available for international participants. 
 
Interested participants should submit an 
abstract of no more than 500-words to the 
Conference Selection Committee by May 1, 
2009. The abstract should include a succinct 
but descriptive title of the proposed paper or 
poster, and name, affiliation, and contact 
information (including email) of the authors. 
The abstract should identify the topic of the 
proposed paper or poster and should include 
a brief description of the actual project or 
innovation. The abstract should also discuss 
the significant results of the efforts and 
conclusions or recommendations drawn from 
the study.  Abstracts submittal and 
registration information may be found at 
http://water.ou.edu. 
 
The Conference Selection Committee will 
review the abstracts and make decisions 
regarding acceptance by July 15, 2009. 
Authors will be informed of the acceptance 
by August 1, 2009. Suggested topical areas 
include the following:  

 

 

APPROPRIATE WATER/ SANITATION 
TECHNOLOGIES  

• Water supply technologies 

• Sustainable water/sanitation 
technologies 

• Implementation projects and case 
studies 

• Household water treatment 

• Assessment/outcomes procedures 

• Failures – what doesn’t work an why 

SOCIAL SCIENCES AND BUSINESS 

• Sustainable change 

• Micro-financing and social 
entrepreneurship 

• In-country capacity building 

• Small-scale programming by 
decentralized organizations 

• Case studies 

HEALTH SCIENCES 

• Community health assessment 

• Disease prevention 

• Case studies 

EDUCATIONAL INNOVATIONS 

• Service learning and EWB projects 

• Interdisciplinary courses/programs 

• K-20 Outreach  

• Field methods  
 
 


