
Doctoral position starting September 2015 
Department of Environment and Resource Studies 

University of Waterloo (Ontario, Canada) 
Non-rational drivers in interdisciplinary water education and decision-making 

 
I am recruiting a self-motivated student to complete their doctoral studies in the Department of 
Environment and Resource Studies at the University of Waterloo (Canada).  This position begins in 
September 2015. 
 
The Position: 
 
The fully-funded position1 is to investigate the nature and implications of interdisciplinary water 
education. Education is broadly defined and inclusive of interventions applicable to Canadian 
elementary, secondary and post-secondary students, municipal practitioners, government policy 
makers and the general public. In particular, I am interested in the influence of non-rational drivers 
such as memory, emotion, identity and community.  
 
Potential graduate students should have a diverse academic background in fields such as 
environmental or social psychology, sociology, education and human dimensions of geography. The 
student must enter the program with a strong and demonstrable understanding of Canadian and/or 
international water issues. 
 
Potential applicants should be proficient and jargon-free writers with excellent oral communication 
skills. To successfully complete the Ph.D., students must have resilient organizational and self-
management skills. Students who are able to use multiple data collection methods and mixed 
qualitative (e.g., interviews) and quantitative (e.g., stats) analysis would be at an advantage.  
 
 
The Application:  
 
Please send the items listed below to Dr. Sarah Wolfe (sewolfe@uwaterloo.ca) before February 1st, 
2015.  
 

• One page statement of your research interests 
• Curriculum vita 
• ½ page statement of your career objectives 
• ½ page statement of applicable academic skills both mastered and under-development 
• ½ page statement of life interests (i.e., beyond academic/university/research) 
• Contact information for two academic referees 
• An academic publication or single-authored writing sample from previous graduate studies 

                                                
1 As part of the Faculty of Environment’s ‘Dean’s Doctoral Initiative 2015’, the student is guaranteed 
an annual minimum of $22,000, $22,300, $22,700 and $23,000, respectively, for a total of $90,000 
over four years.  This will include a variety of sources and roles including, potentially, teaching 
assistantships, research assistantships and sessional teaching opportunities (senior students). I actively 
assist my students in pursuing additional scholarship funds from OGS, SSHRC etc.  


