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Western States Water Council

• Advisory body to 18 western 
Governors on water issues 

• Provides states collective voice

• Fosters state/state and 
federal/state collaboration 

• Works with the Western 
Governors’ Association (WGA)

• Western Federal Agency 
Support Team (WestFAST)



To ensure that the 
West has an 
adequate, secure and 
sustainable supply of 
water of suitable 
quality to meet its 
diverse economic and 
environmental needs 
now and in the 
future.



Water in the West is an increasingly scarce and 
precious resource.  Western States have and will 
continue to face unique hydrologic, legal and 
infrastructure challenges. A secure water future is 
becoming more costly and increasingly uncertain 
given our unpredictable climate, aging and often 
inadequate infrastructure, data limitations regarding 
water supplies and demands, competing or poorly 
defined water rights, and a constantly evolving 
regulatory landscape. 



Effectively addressing these challenges will require 
stronger collaboration and cooperation that 
transcends political and geographic boundaries 
between states, federal agencies, tribes, and local 
communities.

…and new public/private partnerships.



Nevada Governor Grant Sawyer

“Today we stand on the threshold of an expanding 
economy, greater than could possibly have been 
foreseen as late as 10 years ago….  However, one grave 
danger lies in the path of this expanding economy –
water….  In many areas we are depleting out 
groundwater…  We must now take the next step –
westwide water development…. The time has come to 
conduct yourselves as statesmen and sit down around 
the table to work out the best plans to meet the needs 
of the entire West – “



Decisions about where and how to grow are 
rarely influenced by the availability of water 































Infrastructure Needs/Strategies



Governor Ronald Reagan
“I am impressed with the need for the states of the West to 
look beyond sectional interests and to approach water 
resource development on a regional basis.  Few endeavors 
offer more challenge…and greater potential for lasting 
benefit.  Unless we are successful, lack of water will soon 
limit development throughout much of the West….  I am 
convinced that the best approach to westwide regional 
planning is through cooperative state action.  I see no need, 
certainly at this time, for the states to look to Washington 
to act as a broker in this endeavor.”   



Water is a valuable resource to be used 
carefully and conserved. 

Water stress could put the West at a 
competitive disadvantage

Infrastructure needs/priorities evaluated 
based on risks to: (a) health and human 
safety; (b) economic growth; and (c) the 
environment. 

Investments based on long-term capital 
budgeting/asset management principles

Need for increasing and stable funding

Advantages of public private partnerships 



Infrastructure Challenges

• Water Availability/Scarcity in General 

• Lack of Data on Water Supplies & Demands

• State/Tribal/Federal Water Rights Uncertainty

• Regulatory Uncertainty

• Legal Uncertainty

• Climate & Hydrologic Uncertainty



The Value of Water

• Production and conveyance costs

• Historic value of leased and sold rights

• Cost of alternative supply/backstop 
technology

• Opportunity costs

• Ecological services

• Aesthetic value

• When the well runs dry



Many effective programs are underway to 
measure aspects of our water resources. 
However, simply stated, quantitative 
knowledge of U.S. water supply is currently 
inadequate.

A Strategy for Federal Science and Technology to Support

Water Availability and Quality in the United States

September 2007



Priority State & Federal Actions

• Increase support/funding for data

• Identify and close data gaps 

• Gather/disseminate real-time data

• Foster remote sensing

capabilities

• Reduce costs through

innovation











The Western Governors’ Association

Western Governors believe states should 

identify and promote innovative ways to 

allow water transfers from 

agricultural to other uses (including 

urban, energy and environmental) 

while avoiding or mitigating 

damages to agricultural economies 

and communities.

Policy 11-7



Recently, huge federal deficits have been a 
primary force behind a re-evaluation of the 
present federal role in water resources 
development and some suggest that the Sates 
and other non-federal interests, particularly 
project beneficiaries, should bear a greater 
portion of federal project costs.

1984 Update – State/Federal Financing and 
Western Water Resources Development



“A reduction in the federal share of the costs 

of water resource projects should not be 

regarded necessarily as a desirable end in 

itself. Rather, requirements should be 

established to serve more specific objectives 

as achieving optimum resource development 

and use and promoting desired incidence, 

distribution and stabilization policies.”  



Legitimate federal funding objectives
(1) direct or indirect beneficiary

(2) best position to finance and recover costs associate with direct 
private/public benefits

(3) best position to finance and recover, or bear, costs with indirect 
benefits

(4) water development meets national economic, environmental and 
social goals such as economic stabilization, income or wealth 
redistribution, environmental protection, preservation & justice

(5) Statutory rights to good or service, such as safe and clean drinking 
water

(6) Obligations and promises – tribal water rights settlements



Successful Public Private Partnerships
(1) an appropriate balance between public and private resources;

(2) established political leadership; 

(3) a supportive statutory and political environment; 

(4) an organized structure;

(5) detailed business plans; 

(6) a guaranteed revenue stream; 

(7) stakeholder support; 

(8) the careful selection of partners; and 

(9) an understanding of each partner’s motivations. 



• Encourage conservation and efficient use

• Identify and quantify water infrastructure needs

• Promote asset management and capital budgeting

• Summary of state financing and funding authorities

• Promote more public and private investment

• Support appropriate federal investments

• Provide jobs and economic security

• Facilitate timely construction of projects

• Environmentally responsible development

• Streamline regulatory requirements



Future Directions

• Even greater State leadership in addressing water problems

• Support for innovative project & non-project solutions

• Intergrated Water Resources Management

• Green infrastructure & stormwater use

• More State involvement in federal decisionmaking

• Forecast Informed Reservoir Operations

• Innovative project financing and cost sharing

• Regulatory reform with reasonable flexibility

• Improved understanding of weather/climate variability

• Increasing number of water transfers
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