
 

March 2, 2022 

 

Senator Martin Heinrich 

303 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

 

Senator James Risch 

483 Russell Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510

 

Senators Heinrich and Risch,  

 

The American Water Works Association (AWWA) would first like to thank you for introducing 

the Good Samaritan Remediation of Abandoned Hardrock Mines Act. This legislation is an 

important first step in the effort to maximize the number of orphaned mine sites that receive 

remediation, while ensuring positive environmental benefits and the protection of source waters. 

 

As you know, there are more than 500,000 abandoned hard rock mines throughout the American 

west, and EPA estimates that 40 percent of watersheds in the region may be contaminated by 

pollution from these mines. There are also tens of thousands of abandoned coal mines in the 

American east, primarily located in and around Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Kentucky.  

 

Under current Clean Water Act and Superfund laws, Good Samaritans who volunteer to 

remediate abandoned mine sites are responsible for pollution from the mines as soon as they 

begin work. This additional liability is a major roadblock for organizations that would otherwise 

recover these sites and restore the land. With the total cost to remediate these sites now estimated 

to exceed $50 billion, it’s more important than ever that we clear the way for Good Samaritans to 

pitch in and help.  

 

AWWA believes that any effort to waive liability for Good Samaritans should include strict 

safeguards to ensure that permit holders are acting responsibly and that remediation efforts 

provide a net environmental benefit to relevant waters. We are heartened to see that this 

legislation includes provisions to that effect.  

 

However, we believe that the notification requirements in the bill could be improved. While it is 

important that local governments be notified of remediation activity that may impact downstream 

utilities under their jurisdiction, not every utility is a city department or directly overseen by a 
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local government. We recommend adding a requirement that utilities be notified directly when a 

remediation project may impact their operations to reduce the risk of any unintended 

consequences that could impact drinking water.   

 

AWWA appreciates your work on this important legislation and would be happy to discuss 

further as the process moves forward. Please feel free to reach out to me or Nate Norris if you 

have questions or need further information.  

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
G. Tracy Mehan III 

Executive Director, Government Affairs 

American Water Works Association 


