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Assessing the damage from the M7.0 EQ in Anchorage, Alaska – human-filled soils a problem 

• https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/2018/12/13/in-the-southcentral-alaska-earthquake-
damage-originated-in-the-ground-engineers-say/  

 
Acid-mine drainage will impact construction of portion of Southern Beltway in Pennsylvania 

• https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2018/12/12/Acid-mine-drainage-a-
problem-along-Southern-Beltway/stories/201812120189  

 
Mudslide season in California 

• https://www.reuters.com/article/us-california-wildfires-weather/mudslide-risk-in-southern-
california-wildfire-zones-prompts-evacuation-of-thousands-idUSKBN1O603U  

 
EQs & tsunamis occur in the Caribbean – can be deadly & devastating – complacency not an option 

• https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-46356998 
 
Calling melting of ice on Greenland a “new hockey stick” – remember that Greenland was once 
green 

• https://arstechnica.com/science/2018/12/no-equal-to-recent-greenland-melt-in-centuries-
long-ice-core/  

 
M4.4 EQ in eastern Tennessee & Georgia 



• https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2018/12/12/earthquake-magnitude-4-4-hits-
tennessee-georgia/2286910002/  

• https://www.kentucky.com/news/state/kentucky/article222987780.html  
• https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/12/us/tennessee-earthquake-atlanta.html  

 
Dinosaurs had bird lungs 

• https://www.manchester.ac.uk/discover/news/bird-like-lungs-may-have-helped-dinosaurs-
thrive-in-prehistoric-atmosphere/   

 
End-Permian marine mass extinction 

• http://www.sci-news.com/paleontology/end-permian-marine-mass-extinction-increased-
temperatures-oxygen-loss-06712.html  

 
Early Jurassic Stenopterygius ichthyosaur was warm-blooded, had blubber & camouflage 

• http://www.sci-news.com/paleontology/early-jurassic-ichthyosaur-warm-blooded-blubber-
camouflage-06703.html  

 
Weewarrasaurus pobeni – Cretaceous ornithopod dinosaur discovered in Australia 

• http://www.sci-news.com/paleontology/weewarrasaurus-pobeni-06691.html  
 
Did supernovae cause early Pliocene-Pleistocene marine mega-faunal extinction? 

• http://www.spacedaily.com/reports/Did_supernovae_kill_off_large_ocean_animals_at_dawn_
of_Pleistocene_999.html  

 
Nitrogen fixation by cyanobacteria documented in Arctic waters 

• http://www.spacedaily.com/reports/Ocean_fertilization_by_unusual_microbes_extends_to_fri
gid_waters_of_Arctic_Ocean_999.html  

 
Seismic data from M7.1 in 2016 and M7.0 in 2018 near Anchorage could improve EQ hazard 
assessments  

• http://www.spacedaily.com/reports/Alaska_earthquakes_offer_new_insight_into_improving_h
azard_assessment_999.html  

 
ICESat-2 measuring height of sea ice & ice sheets 

• http://www.spacedaily.com/reports/ICESat_2_reveals_profile_of_ice_sheets_sea_ice_forests
_999.html  

 
NOAA releases annual update to Arctic Report Card 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/12/181211121107.htm  
 
Data from historical reports used to identify sources of some of most destructive Indonesian 
earthquakes & assess seismic hazard predictions 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/12/181211133317.htm  
 
Gas-filled volcanic bubbles rising in waters off cliffs of Ischia, Italy, provide model for acidification 

• https://phys.org/news/2018-12-glimpse-future-oceans.html  
 
Stratospheric warming linked to polynya in Arctic ice pack 



• https://phys.org/news/2018-12-sudden-stratospheric-linked-polar-ice.html  
 
How big was the largest reported snowflake? 

• https://phys.org/news/2018-12-big-snowflakes.html  
 
Voyager 2 has become second spacecraft to cross the heliopause and enter interstellar space 

• https://www.earthmagazine.org/article/voyager-2-pierces-heliopause-enters-interstellar-space  
 
Kilauea 3-month long eruption in 2018 

• https://www.sciencenews.org/article/what-was-surprising-about-kilauea-volcano-eruption-
hawaii  

• https://www.newsweek.com/kilauea-volcano-hawaii-eruption-2018-biggest-dangerous-study-
scientists-1255180  

 
Soil on Skye and Mull islands in Scotland is similar to Mars 

• https://www.ctvnews.ca/sci-tech/two-scottish-islands-have-soil-similar-to-mars-geologists-
1.4214918  

 
Fossils of the 21st century 

• https://earther.gizmodo.com/the-fossils-of-the-21st-century-1830693850  
 
Power Engineers will provide design review for 10-MW Caribbean geothermal project 

• https://renewablesnow.com/news/us-firm-to-provide-design-review-for-10-mw-caribbean-
geothermal-project-636453/  

  
First-ever seismic records of meteor impact on ice sheet in Greenland 

• https://www.livescience.com/64291-greenland-fireball-seismic-recordings.html  
 
Explaining 2018 Maple Creek Swarm of 2,500 tremors at Yellowstone  

• https://www.newsweek.com/yellowstone-supervolcano-earthquake-swarm-volcano-
yellowstone-volcano-1255302 

• https://www.iflscience.com/environment/we-finally-know-what-caused-those-three-months-of-
earthquake-swarms-in-yellowstone/  

 
Potential impacts on global climate when Phlegrean Fields reawakens and erupts 

• https://www.accuweather.com/en/weather-news/large-scale-eruption-of-italys-supervolcano-
could-impact-global-climate/70006854 

 
Photo essay:  2018 volcanic activity 

• https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2018/12/photos-2018-the-year-in-volcanic-activity/578086/  
 
National Earthquake Hazards Reduction Program re-authorized – early EQ warning in Pacific NW 

• https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/trump-signs-bill-that-likely-keeps-early-
earthquake-warning-system-on-track-in-northwest/ 

 
Earliest set of non-marine trackways in Ordovician strata from Lake District in England 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/12/181213131251.htm 
 



Cryoseisms: Ice quakes led to ground shifting in Alberta Beach 
• https://globalnews.ca/news/4759122/alberta-beach-ice-quakes-january/  

 
Regional variations in rainfall patterns across the world 

• https://phys.org/news/2018-12-record-wet-record-dry-months-regions-worldwide.html  
 
Global analysis of rainfall and rivers suggests paradox:  water supplies shrinking as more intense 
precipitation events occur 

• https://phys.org/news/2018-12-global.html 
 
Building a new climate model with intent to provide more precise & actionable predictions 

• https://phys.org/news/2018-12-climate-built-ground.html 
 
Indian Ocean may play more significant role in tropical climate 

• https://phys.org/news/2018-12-indian-ocean-disruptive-tropical-climate.html 
 
Geology and grapes – a winning pair on Pelee Island 

• https://phys.org/news/2018-12-geology-grapes-pair.html 
 
In Memoriam:  Sidney Horenstein (1936-2018) – exuberant geologist & author 

• https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/10/obituaries/sidney-horenstein-dead.html  
 
San Benito Geology:  All Your Faults (Part 3 of series) 

• Part 3:  https://benitolink.com/features/san-benito-geology-all-your-faults  
• Part 2:  https://benitolink.com/features/san-benito-geology-living-edge  
• Part 1:  https://benitolink.com/features/san-benito-geology-great-san-benito-shakeout  

 
Dr. Stewart Redwood will provide review & recommendations on New Pueblo Grande project in 
Dominican Republic 

• https://www.geologyforinvestors.com/precipitate-engages-geological-consultant-dr-stewart-
redwood-for-review-and-recommendations-on-new-pueblo-grande-project-dominican-
republic/ 
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2nd deadliest Ebola outbreak in history reaches city of Butembo – containment uncertainty 

• https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/public-global-health/420330-congos-ebola-epidemic-
spreads-to-larger-city  

• https://www.vox.com/2018/12/1/18118569/ebola-outbreak-2018-drc  
 
Hypocrisy or irony?  Delegates to COP24 discussing “climate crisis” are feasting on meat 

• https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/un-climate-crisis-menu-
meat_us_5c0e2ecfe4b0a606a9aa5a3a  

 
WOTUS being revised – draft open to public comment – clarity welcomed by industry 

• https://www.enr.com/articles/46034-trump-administration-issues-proposed-waters-of-the-us-
rule 

• Draft WOTUS:  https://www.enr.com/articles/46034-trump-administration-issues-proposed-
waters-of-the-us-rule  

• Full text:  https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-12/documents/wotus_2040-
af75_nprm_frn_2018-12-11_prepublication2_1.pdf   

 
Investigation into cause of “Camp Fire” focuses on power grid and strong winds – costs escalating 

• https://www.chicoer.com/2018/12/07/it-was-originally-built-in-1919-what-failed-on-pge-tower-
at-heart-of-camp-fire-probe/  

 
Massive amount of microbial biomass discovered beneath the surface of Earth 

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2018-12/tca-lid120318.php 
• https://www.thechronicleherald.ca/news/canada/eat-sulphur-breathe-rust-scientists-find-life-

deep-underground-266981/ 
 



US Interior Department proposing changes to guidelines - conservation versus economic 
opportunities 

• https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-energy-sagegrouse/u-s-proposes-looser-protections-
for-a-bird-to-boost-drilling-mining-idUSKBN1O51XK  

 
E. coli investigation continues - CDC warns against Romaine lettuce from central & northern 
California 

• https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-romaine/cdc-says-nine-more-people-added-to-e-
coli-infection-investigation-idUSKBN1O52KT  

 
Bacteria anti-viral armaments include chemical warfare  

• https://arstechnica.com/science/2018/12/bacteria-engage-in-chemical-warfare-against-
viruses/   

 
A clearer picture of how the Black Death spread across Eurasia in Medieval time 

• https://arstechnica.com/science/2018/12/ancient-plague-genomes-may-tell-of-medieval-
trade-routes/  

 
Time to invoke the Precautionary Principle?  Mounting evidence:  plastic wrapped food is a health 
hazard 

• https://www.vox.com/science-and-health/2018/9/11/17614540/plastic-food-containers-
contamination-health-risks 

 
If you thought “global warming” was a problem – think about chemicals in our environment 

• https://www.ehn.org/the-consequences-of-status-quo-chemical-policy-are-becoming-
increasingly-clear-2622271479.html  

 
Consider the “Green New Deal” that is being contemplated – think about significant collateral 
damages 

• https://theintercept.com/2018/12/05/green-new-deal-proposal-impacts/  
 
“Permafrost insurance” would encourage more economic development in the fragile Arctic 

• https://www.arctictoday.com/permafrost-insurance-revolutionize-arctic-
development/?wallit_nosession=1 

  
Damages caused by Camp Fire in California have put one insurance company out of business – 
43% of new homes in areas increasingly prone to wildfires – insurance costs escalating  

• https://thinkprogress.org/cost-of-california-wildfire-has-caused-an-insurance-company-to-go-
out-of-business-47af82955e80/  

• https://www.apnews.com/545518057723477f831b0c1b4b71e938  
  
EU wants reassessment of the carcinogenicity of herbicide glyphosate 

• https://www.politico.eu/pro/glyphosate-roundup-pesticide-committee-calls-re-evaluated/  
 
Technological hazard:  assessing the impact of planetary electromagnetic pollution 

• https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(18)30221-3/fulltext  
 
4th Phase of safety rehabilitation of Bluestone Dam in West Virginia completed (video) 



• https://www.register-herald.com/news/officials-celebrate-the-end-of-phase-four-construction-
at-bluestone/article_800e322c-2bac-51b8-8d84-5c11079b7d27.html  

 
Arizona not quite ready for upcoming meeting on sharing the waters of the Colorado River - crucial 
share-the-pain contingency plan 

• https://www.apnews.com/c23e15b5a22b4b73920ff5bd8fc65821 
 
Consider the resources necessary to build this city in Dubai – is this really “sustainable” or not? 

• https://newatlas.com/beyond-oil-dubai-sustainable-city/57441/  
 
Perspective:  EQ resilience a point of pride in Anchorage, Alaska 

• https://news.asce.org/earthquake-resilience-a-point-of-pride-for-asce-members-in-
anchorage/  

 
A vaccine for bees to help them pass on immunity to “American foulbrood” 

• https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2018/12/07/674587061/worlds-first-insect-vaccine-could-
help-bees-fight-off-deadly-disease  

 
Lack of research on effects of plastic on human health 

• https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/plastics-and-human-
health_us_5c097d7de4b0b6cdaf5d3263  

 
For 3rd consecutive year, life expectancy in the US has decreased 

• https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/opinion-life-expectancy-
americans_us_5c0982b0e4b0b6cdaf5d37c8  

 
ØsterGro – famous urban rooftop farm in Copenhagen – may have to close since it lacks parking 

• https://www.treehugger.com/sustainable-agriculture/copenhagens-famous-rooftop-farm-may-
have-close-because-it-has-no-parking.html  

 
Perspective:  In a world with exponential population growth, barrier to effective male birth control is 
men 

• https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/opinion-male-birth-
control_us_5c06f570e4b0fc236110db93 

 
Living near O&G operations is linked to increase in cardiovascular disease 

• https://www.ehn.org/fracking-and-heart-disease-2623179471.html  
  
EPA identifies another source of toxic manganese air pollution on southeast side of Chicago 

• https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/ct-met-manganese-southeast-side-
watco-epa-20181211-story.html  

 
Is the EPA fuel economy standard analysis flawed? 

• https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2018/12/science-trump-admin-report-justifying-fuel-
economy-rollback-is-flawed/  

 
Impacts of Hurricane Maria on watersheds and forests of Puerto Rico 

• https://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=297288&org=GEO&from=news  



 
Hypoxic dead zones found in nutrient-laden urban streams 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/12/181211144644.htm  
 
Your drinking water alters the nitrogen cycle 

• https://www.technology.org/2018/12/12/drink-up-how-your-drinking-water-alters-the-nitrogen-
cycle/  

 
Homeowners in wildfire-prone regions may face “wildfire deductible” or cancellation of insurance 

• https://www.cbsnews.com/news/wildfires-may-soon-be-uninsurable-risks-for-homeowners/  
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Using drones to monitor coastal erosion in Ghana 

• http://theconversation.com/how-we-used-drones-to-monitor-coastal-erosion-in-ghana-107442  
 
In Maine, concerns increase regarding impacts of aquaculture on natural fisheries 

• https://www.pressherald.com/2018/12/09/why-coastal-communities-are-up-in-arms-about-
aquaculture/   

 
Schemes to preserve “Washaway Beach” in North Cove, Washington 

• https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/washaway-beach-fastest-eroding-place-west-
coast-cobbles-together-solution-n930646  

 
Changing sea ice changes village life in the Arctic - adaptation 

• https://www.npr.org/2018/12/09/672100740/how-a-shorter-sea-ice-season-is-changing-life-in-
the-arctic  



 
Environmental groups sue Federal Government to stop offshore seismic testing for O&G 

• https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/420813-greens-sue-trump-admin-to-stop-
offshore-oil-testing  

• https://www.wbtw.com/news/grand-strand/seismic-testing-at-center-of-atlantic-offshore-
drilling-debate/1654319528  

 
Indigenous fishermen in Torres Strait potentially discriminated against  

• https://www.canberratimes.com.au/environment/sustainability/torres-strait-fishers-raise-
racial-discrimination-in-dispute-with-regulator-20181207-p50kux.html  

 
Moving toward offshore wind power development in US Territories 

• https://www.owjonline.com/news/view,us-territories-take-another-step-towards-offshore-
wind_56178.htm 

 
Perspective:  Offshore companies exploit our resources 

• http://amandala.com.bz/news/offshore-companies-exploit-resources/  
 
Marine cable array to be lain for 12MW Coastal Virginia Offshore Wind (CVOW) projects 

• https://www.oedigital.com/news/460662-seaway-offshore-cables-wins-first-cabling-job-in-us-
offshore  

 
Coastal shark numbers continue a 50-year decline along Queensland, Australia 

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2018-12/uoq-fyo121118.php  
 
Another massive sewage spill in Mexico into Tijuana River and coastal waters 

• https://www.foxnews.com/us/spill-in-mexico-sending-millions-of-gallons-of-sewage-into-
coastal-waters-off-california  

 
Bolivar Peninsula residents in Texas concerned about US Army COE “green line” for 78 miles of 
coastal barrier from Bolivar Island to San Luis Pass 

• https://www.beaumontenterprise.com/news/article/Coastal-proposal-prompts-concerns-
13461217.php  

 
US Army COE & Texas General Land Office seeking public input on Texas Coastal Spine Study 

• https://www.houstonpublicmedia.org/articles/news/energy-
environment/2018/12/12/315083/the-public-is-asked-for-input-on-texas-coastal-spine-study/  

• https://www.texastribune.org/2018/12/12/galveston-weighs-hurricane-levee-proposal-texas-
coast-army-corps/  

 
75 saplings - clones of 5 coastal Redwoods - to be planted in Presidio in San Francisco, California 

• https://www.sfgate.com/news/bayarea/article/Clones-Of-75-Coastal-Redwoods-To-Be-
Planted-In-13463191.php  

 
Coastal Commission reviewing permit for project to swap 154 acres of Los Cerritos Wetlands into 
public ownership & restore those wetlands 

• http://www.gazettes.com/news/environment/state-coastal-commission-set-to-rule-on-los-
cerritos-wetlands/article_811259cc-fd6d-11e8-90c4-73291bdbe135.html  



 
Coastal Riverine Squadron 8 conducts maritime security operations to thwart pirates 

• http://www.hoa.africom.mil/story/22306/coastal-riverine-squadron-8-shipmate-camaraderie-
best-weapon-in-deterrence  

 
Will coastal Carolina ever recover from impacts of series of hurricanes? 

• https://www.pbs.org/newshour/science/why-coastal-carolina-may-never-recover-from-its-
intensifying-hurricanes  


