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14% chance of M9 EQ hitting Seattle in next 50 years – multiple simulations of Cascadia event 

• https://www.yahoo.com/news/earthquake-experts-lay-latest-outlook-030810234.html  
• Tsunami simulation:  https://www.geekwire.com/2019/watch-tsunami-waves-9-0-earthquake-

new-simulation-videos-washington-scientists/ 
 
Ice volcanoes erupt on Lake Michigan beach 

• https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/rare-ice-volcanoes-captured-erupting-on-
lake-michigan-beach-but-may-not-stick-around/ar-BB105oA7 

• https://www.popularmechanics.com/science/environment/a31019508/lake-michigan-ice-
volcanoes/  

 
Foehn winds cause localized high temperature conditions in Antarctica 

• https://www.deseret.com/2020/2/11/21132049/record-high-temperature-recorded-in-
antarctica-esperanza-global-warming-foehn 

 
Heavy rains & swollen rivers trigger landslide in Hardin County, Tennessee 

• https://abcstlouis.com/news/nation-world/watch-tennessee-house-collapses-in-landslide-02-
17-2020 

 
Avalanche in Eagle County, Colorado, claims two lives – triggered by 3 mono-track riders 

• https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/2-men-killed-in-large-avalanche-in-colorado/ar-
BB103UrS 

 
Fluid pressure changes facilitate slow aseismic EQ in Cascadia Subduction Zone 

• https://eos.org/articles/fluid-pressure-changes-grease-cascadias-slow-aseismic-earthquakes 
 



Glacial EQs triggered by icebergs capsizing & ramming into Thwaites Glacier 
• https://eos.org/articles/glacial-earthquakes-spotted-for-the-first-time-on-thwaites 

 
The story of sleuthing out the cause of ball lightning in the 1960s 

• https://eos.org/agu-news/edmond-dewan-citizen-science-and-the-mystery-of-ball-lightning  
 
Quantifying the efficacy of climate forcings in PDRMIP models 

• https://eos.org/editor-highlights/how-does-climate-respond-to-different-forcings  
• Paper:  https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1029/2019JD030581  

 
Honoring the significant contributions of June Bacon-Bercey (1930-2020) – pioneering 
meteorologist 

• https://eos.org/features/june-bacon-bercey-pioneering-meteorologist-and-passionate-
supporter-of-science 

• https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/obituaries/june-bacon-bercey-pathbreaking-tv-
meteorologist-dies-at-90/2020/01/07/6e5fc7ce-30a7-11ea-9313-6cba89b1b9fb_story.html  
 

Is this “sailing rock” track evidence of freezing during Early Jurassic time? 
• https://eos.org/articles/does-this-fossil-reveal-a-jurassic-tropical-freeze 

 
Autonomous kayaks measured water properties near terminus of LeConte Glacier – data reflect 
complex ice-ocean interactions 

• https://eos.org/editor-highlights/first-field-observations-of-ocean-melting-a-tidewater-glacier  
 
Non-perennial streams are now a major part of the global river network – impacts of dams & 
diversion 

• https://eos.org/opinions/science-gets-up-to-speed-on-dry-rivers 
 
Birch Aquarium at Scripps Institution of Oceanography breeds rare weedy sea dragons 

• https://www.huffpost.com/entry/san-diego-aquarium-weedy-sea-
dragon_n_5e46ba4bc5b64ba2974e7f61 

 
Turbulence helps prevent moving sand dunes from colliding  

• https://arstechnica.com/science/2020/02/racing-dunes-show-how-turbulence-balances-
speed-between-sand-dunes/  

 
Clumped isotope paleo-thermometry suggests 3 major dinosaur groups were warm-blooded 

• www.sci-news.com/paleontology/warm-blooded-dinosaurs-08135.html 
 
Stependemys geographicus – new fossils of Miocene freshwater side-necked turtle 

• http://www.sci-news.com/paleontology/stupendemys-geographicus-shells-08131.html 
 
Tralkasaurus cuyi – medium-sized Cretaceous abeliisaurid dinosaur unearthed in Argentina 

• http://www.sci-news.com/paleontology/tralkasaurus-cuyi-08129.html 
 
NASA detects methane release sites across the Arctic – age of methane may be important 

• https://scitechdaily.com/millions-of-arctic-methane-hotspots-detected-by-nasa-global-climate-
change-impact/ 



• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2020-02/aaft-oms021820.php  
 
100 myo primitive bee with pollen – mid-Cretaceous fossil from Myanmar 

• https://www.spacedaily.com/reports/Fossilized_insect_from_100_million_years_ago_is_oldes
t_record_of_primitive_bee_with_pollen_999.html  

 
Hurricane Harvey ranked as most extreme US weather event of last decade 

• https://www.spacedaily.com/reports/Hurricane_Harvey_most_extreme_US_weather_event_o
f_last_decade_999.html 

 
Ichthyosaurs experienced boom & bust cycle between 250 myo and 200 myo 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/02/200213135752.htm 
• Paper:  https://www.nature.com/articles/s42003-020-0779-6  

 
Tungurahua volcano “The Black Giant” in Ecuador exhibiting flank instability that could lead to 
potential collapse 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/02/200218124413.htm  
• https://phys.org/news/2020-02-south-american-volcano-early-potential.html  
• Paper:  https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0012821X20300479?via%3Dihub  

 
Glacial cycles were enhanced by Antarctic sea ice 

• https://phys.org/news/2020-02-earth-glacial-antarctic-sea-ice.html  
 
Massive amounts of melting sea ice in the Arctic disrupted climate-steering currents after last Ice 
Age 

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2020-02/uoma-hso022020.php 
 
Warming in the Arctic has not led to “wavier” jet stream in the mid-latitudes 

• https://phys.org/news/2020-02-jet-stream-wavier-arctic.html  
• Paper:  https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/6/8/eaay2880  

 
New geochemical & paleontological data on end-Permian mass extinction from Karoo Basin  

• https://theconversation.com/new-analysis-sheds-important-light-on-an-ancient-mass-
extinction-event-132105  

 
Proto-Earth may have formed over a 5-million-year time span 

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2020-02/uoct-tef022020.php 
• Paper:  https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/6/7/eaay7604  

 
The future of the Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC) – the “conveyor belt” 

• https://www.whoi.edu/news-insights/content/the-future-of-the-oceans-conveyor-belt/  
 
Snapping shrimp are creating more pervasive background noise in the ocean 

• https://www.whoi.edu/press-room/news-release/warming-oceans-are-getting-louder/ 
 
Mineral treasure trove found in Bundelkhand & Vindhyan regions of Uttar Pradesh, India 

• https://www.hindustantimes.com/lucknow/geologists-stumble-upon-mineral-treasure-trove-in-
bundelkhand-vindhyan-regions-of-up/story-kFcxhQG7JQzeDswB3u1UqK.html 
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14,000 killed and at least 26M infected in the US during current 2019-2020 flu season 

• https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/health-news/a-deadly-virus-is-spreading-from-state-to-
state-and-has-infected-26-million-americans-so-far-its-the-flu/ar-BBZtNSE 

 
Men have lower resistance to coronavirus than women – mortality in men 2.8% vs 1.7% in women 

• https://www.yahoo.com/news/coronavirus-seems-hit-men-harder-132519694.html  
 
First genetic evidence of resistance in some bats to White-Nose Syndrome 

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2020-02/uom-fge021820.php 
 
Vandalism – Plymouth Rock and other monuments marked with graffiti 

• https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/iconic-plymouth-rock-vandalized-covered-in-graffiti-
why-why-would-someone-do-this/ar-BB105TbX  

 
Efforts to save iconic species in Australia threatened by habitat destruction, invasive species, 
hunting 

• https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/technology/the-race-to-save-australias-iconic-species-
from-extinction/ar-BB107tL0 

 
Quietest natural location on Earth is a bogland in Kielder Mires, Northumberland, Great Britain 

• https://www.sciencefocus.com/science/what-is-the-quietest-natural-location-on-the-surface-
of-the-planet/ 

 
New bill in Minnesota would give cities the option to ban pesticides that kill bees & butterflies 

• https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/bee-killing-pesticides-could-be-banned-in-this-state-
under-new-bill/ar-BB107XGd 

 



Reshaping stream infrastructure to create habitats 
• https://dailyevergreen.com/73494/news/reshaping-stream-structure-to-improve-habitats/ 

 
GAO report on potential resiliency in preparation for potential climate change impacts on water 

• https://www.hstoday.us/subject-matter-areas/infrastructure-security/gao-resilience-planning-
could-help-utilities-prepare-for-potential-climate-change-impacts/ 

• GAO Report:  https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-20-24  
 
Mining threatens Lake Fundudzi & Thathe Vondo Forest – long regarded as sacred lands 

• https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/opinion/rise-of-the-snake-illegal-mining-threatens-vendas-
sacred-mountain/ar-BB103YPi 

 
New tick-borne protozoa causing disease in cattle in Virginia – mortality typically 1-5% or as high as 
50% 

• https://www.starexponent.com/news/new-tick-borne-disease-challenges-virginia-
cattlemen/article_c9d5040c-b4ae-5930-8f13-b036090f45ef.html 

 
Elk shot along Rocky Mountain Front was smuggled from a herd more than 600 miles away 

• https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/montana/articles/2020-02-15/smuggled-elk-
poses-a-mystery-for-montana-wildlife-officials 

 
Ahhhh …. the futility of building yet more structural controls on the Mississippi River 

• https://www.enr.com/articles/48718-mississippi-flooding-prompts-new-look-at-controversial-
dam-project 

• https://www.wlbt.com/2020/02/18/one-lake-project-wouldve-saved-homes-affected-by-
floodwaters-supervisor-says/  

 
Questioning conventional wisdom about plastic packaging 

• https://www.treehugger.com/plastic/plastic-waste-problem-wasting-what-plastic-wrapping-
many-times-worse.html 

 
Fetal exposure to certain phthalate chemicals linked to autistic traits in boys 

• https://www.ehn.org/autism-and-phthalates-exposure-in-womb-linked-to-autistic-traits-in-
boys-2645182384.html 

• Paper:  https://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/doi/full/10.1289/EHP5621  
 
Model simulation tests whether birds still migrated during the ice ages 

• https://arstechnica.com/science/2020/02/did-birds-still-migrate-during-ice-ages/ 
 
The future well-being of humans is related to the future well-being of insects 

• https://www.terradaily.com/reports/Scientists_warn_humanity_about_worldwide_insect_decli
ne_999.html 

• Warning Paper:  
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0006320719317823?via%3Dihub  

• Solutions Paper:  
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0006320719317793?via%3Dihub  

 
 



Enzymes with flavin cofactor can break down environmental pollutants – N5-peroxide 
• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/02/200218124348.htm  

 
Emissions of methane by human activity have been vastly underestimated – 25-40% higher 

• https://phys.org/news/2020-02-methane-emitted-humans-vastly-underestimated.html 
 
$4.6B Coastal GasLink pipeline is still the focus of protests 

• https://www.surreynowleader.com/news/coastal-gaslink-pipeline-investor-committed-to-
closing-deal-despite-protests/  

• https://ca.news.yahoo.com/stop-coastal-gaslink-allow-meaningful-231355899.html 
 
Air pollution can travel 100s or 1,000s of miles across state lines and impact your health 

• https://theconversation.com/the-secondhand-smoke-youre-breathing-may-have-come-from-
another-state-128202 

 
Federal judge rules US Army COE not liable for flood damages west of downtown Houston 

• https://apnews.com/434feec9b75ea67026d5f05836953266 
 
Mississippi River rising – construction banned –spillway & floodway will not be opened 

• https://www.nola.com/news/environment/article_3877ca10-5363-11ea-bca4-
57c0de823605.html 

 
Perspective:  UN Convention on Biological Diversity must get new goals right 

• https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-00450-5 
 
Mass grave uncovered in Lincolnshire, England – remains of 48 who died of “Black Death” 

• https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/medieval-black-death-mass-grave-uncovered-in-the-
english-countryside/ar-BB107bD9 

 
Early-mid Holocene humans feasted on fish in the Acacus Mountains of the Sahara Desert 

• https://eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2020-02/p-fit021120.php  
• Paper:  https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0228588  

 
Greenpeace USA comprehensive survey of “recyclable” plastic products – many are not compliant 

• https://yubanet.com/enviro/u-s-companies-use-misleading-recyclable-labels-on-hundreds-of-
plastic-products/ 

• Report:  https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Greenpeace-Report-
Circular-Claims-Fall-Flat.pdf  

 
SCOTUS to consider whether Appalachian Trail blocks proposed natural gas line 

• https://www.scotusblog.com/2020/02/argument-preview-justices-to-consider-whether-the-
appalachian-trail-blocks-proposed-natural-gas-pipeline/ 

 
Urban planning can impact health – urban environment promotes sedentary lifestyle & obesity 

• https://theconversation.com/is-your-city-making-you-fat-how-urban-planning-can-address-
the-obesity-epidemic-130858  

 
 



Perspective:  Wild animals could roam parts of the prairies in North America 
• https://theconversation.com/animals-large-and-small-once-covered-north-americas-prairies-

and-in-some-places-they-could-again-126989  
 
Iceland did not hunt whales in 2019 – public appetite for whale meat is fading 

• https://theconversation.com/iceland-didnt-hunt-any-whales-in-2019-and-public-appetite-for-
whale-meat-is-fading-127504 

 
EIA expects production & exports of natural gas to continue to increase  

• https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=42875 
 
People exposed to social media content are more likely to be mis-informed about vaccines 

• http://outbreaknewstoday.com/vaccines-people-exposed-to-content-on-social-media-more-
likely-to-be-misinformed-52947/ 

 
Podcast:  Are travel bans effective in response to disease outbreaks? 

• http://outbreaknewstoday.com/travel-bans-and-disease-outbreaks-are-they-effective-25236/  
• Paper:  https://www.wmpllc.org/ojs/index.php/jem/article/view/2688/pdf  

 
Intense storms douse bushfires but cause flooding in Australia 

• https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/146284/extreme-rain-douses-fires-causes-floods-
in-australia 

 
Proposed drilling near Arches National Park could degrade water quality & environment 

• https://www.ksl.com/article/46719138/proposed-drilling-near-arches-national-park-the-wrong-
move-groups-say 

 
Judge rules that “Happy” is not a person – “Happy” is an elephant and the Bronx Zoo is her home 

• https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/siding-with-bronx-zoo-judge-rules-happy-the-elephant-
is-not-a-person/ar-BB10cCbk 

 
Hundreds of dams across the Southeastern US lack emergency management plan 

• https://apnews.com/95d95736c88be7544324b2bb6177d0c4 
 
US EPA announces it will regulate PFAS “forever chemicals” in drinking water 

• https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/483972-epa-will-regulate-forever-chemicals-in-
drinking-water 

 
Red-eared slider turtles are a problematic invasive (introduced) species in New York City 

• https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/new-york-city-has-a-turtle-problem/ar-BB10eJgG 
 
Cleanup at 6 Superfund sites completed in budget year 2019 – backlog continues 

• https://apnews.com/c1d827364ac630d53848ac3ec489788d  
 
France begins shutting down oldest nuclear power plant that operated for 43 years 

• https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/france-begins-shutting-down-oldest-nuclear-plant/ar-
BB10gwVi  
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Rube Goldberg suggestion:  NEED - build 395-mile long dams to enclose the North Sea 

• https://www.dezeen.com/2020/02/14/nothern-european-enclosure-dam-climate-change/  
• Paper:  https://journals.ametsoc.org/doi/pdf/10.1175/BAMS-D-19-0145.1  

 
Pondering the construction of an underwater tunnel between Ewa and downtown Honolulu, Hawaii 

• https://www.civilbeat.org/beat/should-hawaii-build-an-underwater-tunnel-between-ewa-and-
downtown/  

 
Can stromatolite exemplars save the global warming alarmists from rapidly rising sea levels? 

• https://www.livescience.com/climate-change-primordial-cities-art-project.html  
 
“Sufficient merit” moves waterfront project called Quayside in Toronto, Canada, to next phase 

• https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2020/02/18/sidewalk-labs-project-has-sufficient-merit-to-
move-to-the-next-phase-evaluation-committee-says.html 

 
Nutrients & sediment washed up during major hurricanes benefits mangroves in Florida Everglades 

• https://www.terradaily.com/reports/Hurricanes_benefit_mangroves_in_Floridas_Everglades_
study_finds_999.html 

 
Satellite data reveals rapid decline of inter-tidal wetlands in China – 37.6% decline 1970-2015 

• https://www.terradaily.com/reports/Satellite_image_data_reveals_rapid_decline_of_Chinas_i
ntertidal_wetlands_999.html 

 
Comparison of storm surges on US East and Gulf Coasts 

• https://www.spacedaily.com/reports/Storm_induced_sea_level_spikes_differ_in_origin_on_U
S_east_gulf_coasts_999.html 

 
 



Coastal Commission to order removal of unpermitted beach encroachments in Newport, California 
• https://www.latimes.com/socal/daily-pilot/news/story/2020-02-19/coastal-commission-

prepares-to-order-removal-of-unpermitted-beach-encroachments-in-newport 
 
NASA Delta-S airborne investigation to assess changes in land mass in Mississippi Delta 

• https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/news/news.php?feature=7601 
 
Coastal history of the State of Maine anchored in codfish 

• https://www.pressherald.com/2020/02/19/coastal-history-cod-integral-to-maine-triangle-trade-
route/ 

 
Coastal risks and land use policy on Oregon Coast 

• https://newportnewstimes.com/article/coastal-risks-and-land-use-policy-create-tradeoffs-for-
armoring-oregon-coast 

 
Case study examines shoreline migration on Hawaii Island – tool kit for policy makers 

• https://www.hawaii.edu/news/2020/02/18/uh-hilo-coastal-erosion-research/  
• https://toolkit.climate.gov/case-studies/reality-check-collaborative-research-contributes-real-

life-policy-decisions  
 
Storm damaged coastal defenses will be removed at West Beach – not cost effective to replace 

• https://www.dredgingtoday.com/2020/02/19/removing-damaged-coastal-defenses-at-west-
beach/ 

 
How to become an official “Storm Spotter” for Coastal Bend, Texas 

• https://www.kztv10.com/news/community/vista-semanal/local/how-to-become-an-official-
storm-spotter-for-the-coastal-bend 

 
Lawsuits filed calling for annulment of approval of $1.45B East Side Coastal Resiliency (ESCR) 
Project 

• https://www.amny.com/news/the-villager/lower-east-siders-worry-about-loss-of-trees-park-
space-at-meeting-on-east-side-coastal-resiliency-project/ 

 
Maryland to hold new hearings on offshore wind turbine height proposed for two projects 

• http://www.coastalpoint.com/47887/feature/maryland-hold-new-hearings-offshore-wind-
turbine-height 

 
$740M suspension bridge to connect mainland Chile with Chiloe Archipelago – re-negotiation 

• https://www.reuters.com/article/chile-bridge-hyundai-ec/hyundai-says-740-million-chilean-
bridge-project-on-track-after-cost-dispute-idUSL1N2AH0DA 

 
MARAD awarded $280+M to improve infrastructure of US ports 

• https://maritime-executive.com/article/u-s-dot-awards-280-million-in-port-infrastructure-
funding  

 
Mola tecta – “hoodwinker” washed up on California beach 

• https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/technology/how-a-bizarre-monster-fish-hoodwinked-
researchers-and-reeled-in-a-wave-of-citizen-scientists/ar-BB10gRR9 


