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Did you mark the Autumnal Equinox? 

• https://www.treehugger.com/natural-sciences/12-facts-about-autumnal-equinox.html  
 
US Forest Service seeking public comment on management of mineral, oil & gas resources 

• https://www.fs.fed.us/news/releases/usda-forest-service-seeks-public-comment-improving-
management-mineral-oil-and-gas  

 
71 countries in negotiation for new international legally binding instrument on conservation & 
sustainable use of marine biological diversity areas  

• https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/09/19/the-world-has-begun-
negotiating-a-marine-biodiversity-treaty-heres-what-you-need-to-
know/?utm_term=.bccd77316274 

 
Seabins continue to collect trash and remove garbage (plastics) from the ocean 

• https://www.treehugger.com/plastic/how-seabins-use-marinas-collect-trash-and-clean-
ocean.html  

 
“The Great Dying” extinction event occurred in the geologic blink of an eye 

• https://www.newsweek.com/mass-extinction-earth-life-wiped-out-30000-years-1128724 
• https://phys.org/news/2018-09-end-permian-extinction-earth-species-instantaneous.html  
• http://news.mit.edu/2018/permian-period-extinction-0919  

 



“Deep creep” occurring on San Andreas Fault 
• https://www.newsweek.com/san-andreas-fault-unexpected-underground-deep-creep-could-

explain-mystery-1127780  
• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2018-09/uoma-gfu091818.php  

 
Technical glitch interrupts GRACE-FO satellite mission to map gravity on Earth 

• https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-06744-z  
 
Working to identify trigger mechanism for tsunamis that hit Shetland Islands over past 10,000 years 

• https://phys.org/news/2018-09-scientists-source-shetland-tsunamis.html  
 
Planetary geology:  Ice volcanoes likely erupting for billions of years on Ceres 

• https://arstechnica.com/science/2018/09/ice-volcanoes-have-likely-been-erupting-for-billions-
of-years-on-ceres/  

 
Care must be taken when interpreting the fossil record 

• https://www.floridamuseum.ufl.edu/science/fossils-can-distort-patterns-of-mass-extinctions/  
• http://www.spacedaily.com/reports/The_walking_dead_Fossils_on_the_move_can_distort_p

atterns_of_mass_extinctions_999.html  
 
USGS collecting data on flooding before, during & after Hurricane Florence 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/usgs-keeps-vital-information-flowing-carolina-flood-catastrophe  
 
Infographic:  Visual comparison of the Big Thompson Floods of 1976 & 2013 

• https://www.usgs.gov/media/images/big-thompson-floods-1976-and-2013-a-visual-
comparison-floods  

 
Planetary geology:  reason Pluto lost its status as a planet is not valid 

• http://www.sci-news.com/astronomy/pluto-planet-status-06390.html  
 
Using eDNA to detect great white sharks – populations in Atlantic & Pacific are increasing 

• http://www.terradaily.com/reports/Researchers_use_eDNA_to_detect_great_white_sharks_9
99.html  

 
Model suggests that more ships & more clouds will mean cooling in the Arctic 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/09/180917153652.htm  
 
Micronizing ocean plastics threaten sea turtle populations & ocean life cycle 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/09/180917135930.htm  
• https://www.technology.org/2018/09/19/where-have-all-the-turtles-gone-and-why-does-it-

matter/  
 
Ediacaran biota formed complex communities long before the Cambrian Explosion 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/09/180917111540.htm  
 
Mesosaurs probably spent part of their time on land 

• https://phys.org/news/2018-09-oldest-known-aquatic-reptiles-spent.html  
 



Coral skeletons reveal that Sahara & Arabian deserts did not cool as much as most of Northern 
Hemisphere during the Little Ice Age 

• https://phys.org/news/2018-09-coral-skeletons-archive-conditions-ice.html  
 
Flow of Vavilov Ice Cap in Russian High Arctic accelerated – up to 82 ft/day in 2015 

• https://phys.org/news/2018-09-unprecedented-ice-loss-russian-cap.html  
 
Slick water & black shale interact to release radioactivity into fracking wastewater 

• https://phys.org/news/2018-09-slick-black-shale-fracking-combine.html  
 
NASA Image of the Day:  “Snow Swamp” on Lowell Glacier in Canada 

• https://scitechdaily.com/nasa-image-of-the-day-snow-swamp-on-canadas-lowell-glacier/  
 
September 16 was “National Collect Rocks Day” – did you participate? 

• https://www.earthmagazine.org/article/geologic-column-collect-rocks-day-offers-opportunity-
inspiration  

 
Radiated Energy Enhancement Factor (REEF) provides another measuring system for earthquakes 

• https://www.earthmagazine.org/article/new-measurement-shakes-earthquake-estimates  
 
Melting Arctic permafrost releases acid than can enhance chemical weathering  

• https://www.livescience.com/63612-arctic-acid-permafrost.html  
 
The Enterprise also explored the geology of strange new worlds 

• https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidbressan/2018/09/08/strange-new-worlds-the-geology-of-
star-treks-planets/#67d3029c4ca7 

 
Field camp is an absolute must for developing professional skills 

• https://www.gosanangelo.com/story/news/local/scene/2018/09/18/angelo-state-geology-
students-get-experience-lifetime/1339355002/  

• https://thesunflower.com/28958/lifestyle/go-beyond-a-set-of-textbooks-geology-camp-gives-
students-the-chance-to-apply-what-they-learn-in-the-classroom/  

 
Book Review:  “Shaping the Sonoma – Mendocino Coast”  

• https://www.ukiahdailyjournal.com/2017/06/01/geology-guide-shaping-the-sonoma-
mendocino-coast-decodes-its-puzzles/  

 
For a limited time – Lake Vermilion-Soudan Underground Mine State Park is offering walking tours 

• http://www.startribune.com/new-soudan-mine-tours-go-deep-into-geology-that-is/493384621/   
 
North American Nickel provides update on 2018 exploration & drilling program 

• https://www.geologyforinvestors.com/north-american-nickel-provides-exploration-update/ 
 
Paleontologist loses £1-million grant after breaching anti-harassment policy at University of Bath  

• https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-06764-9  
 
*************************************************  
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Predicting late season of bright, bold colors for 2018 Fall Foliage Forecast for New England 

• https://newengland.com/today/seasons/fall/2018-new-england-fall-foliage-forecast/  
 
Are grizzly bears beginning to fight back? 

• https://start.att.net/news/read/article/the_associated_press-
grizzlys_rare_aggressive_attack_kills_1_puzzles_of-ap/category/news  

 
ASCE report says most dams in Hawaii have “high hazard potential” 

• http://www.staradvertiser.com/2018/09/14/breaking-news/most-dams-in-hawaii-have-high-
hazard-potential-says-report/  

 
National Biodefense Strategy under HHS and USDA aimed at resilience & effective biodefense from 
naturally occurring, deliberate & accidental biological threats 

• https://www.thefencepost.com/news/trump-puts-hhs-in-charge-of-biodefense-but-usda-has-a-
role/   

• https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-06762-x  
 
Schedule for Bayou Bridge pipeline amended – legal battles continue 

• https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/environment/article_9147dfd4-b78f-11e8-
b5c4-ef816cc5ee6e.html  

 
Northeast Water Purification Plant expansion will allow extraction of 400M gallons of water per day 
from Lake Houston – that is being called “sustainable” 

• https://www.chron.com/neighborhood/atascocita/news/article/Water-officials-designing-multi-
billion-water-13230427.php  

 
FERC now allowing construction of Atlantic Coast pipeline to resume 



• https://www.apnews.com/68a81543271447b0b73e4f81b8d27f74/Feds-allow-Atlantic-Coast-
pipeline-construction-to-resume  

 
Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating Station in New Jersey now offline after almost 50 years of 
operation 

• https://www.sacbee.com/latest-news/article218524220.html 
 
India “recycling” plastic by using it to replace some sand (10%) in structural concrete without too 
much compromise in concrete strength 

• https://www.theconstructionindex.co.uk/news/view/india-set-to-adopt-bath-uni-idea-for-
putting-waste-plastic-into-concrete  

 
Tuberculosis is top infectious killer disease – disease burden is falling – concern for drug resistance 

• https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/tuberculosis-worlds-top-infectious-killer-world-health-
organization_us_5ba10679e4b04d32ebfd0940  

• https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2018-09/lsot-lat091918.php  
• WHO report:  http://www.who.int/tb/publications/global_report/en/  
•  https://www.scimex.org/newsfeed/the-global-burden-of-tuberculosis-is-falling  

 
Floodwaters from Hurricane/Tropical Storm Florence overtake toxic pits and hog lagoons 

• https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/more-headaches-as-florences-waters-
overtake-toxic-pits-and-hog-lagoons/2018/09/18/04a257de-baa1-11e8-bdc0-
90f81cc58c5d_story.html   

 
Should the human population be controlled in the same manner as the bison? 

• https://www.postregister.com/news/local/yellowstone-bison-numbers-slightly-down-this-
year/article_0535cd9d-f52a-50b2-9bd9-43c9028d04aa.html  

 
Perspective:  Hurricanes are multi-hazard events – need new method of communicating risk 

• https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/opinion-montano-hurricane-category-
florence_us_5ba15844e4b046313fc02bc0  

 
Research explains the transfer of radium during hydraulic fracking – slick water & black shale 
combine to produce radioactive waste 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/09/180918154831.htm  
• https://www.desmogblog.com/2018/09/18/fracking-industry-waste-water-nightmare  

 
Recovery from M7.1 EQ in Mexico in September 2017 is slow to non-existent 

• https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-mexico-quake-anniversary/a-year-after-deadly-mexico-
quake-some-still-wait-to-return-home-idUKKCN1LZ064  

 
Not an aesthetically pleasing view – proposed $30M wind turbine project offshore of Martha’s 
Vineyard 

• https://www.ctpost.com/business/article/Wind-energy-project-proposed-for-Bridgeport-harbor-
13235052.php  

 
Perspective:  Does it have to be the economy or the environment? 

• https://www.ehn.org/labor-and-environmental-movements-merge-2605763191.html 



 
Landslide caused eruption of natural gas pipeline west of Pittsburgh – more incidents imminent 

• https://www.ehn.org/here-are-the-25-zones-along-the-proposed-shell-falcon-pipeline-at-risk-
of-explosions-due-to-landslides-2604629860.html 

 
Link between BPA exposure “at safe levels” and risk of type 2 diabetes 

• https://www.ehn.org/bpa-linked-to-diabetes-2604258226.html  
 
Perspective:  Is wind power coming to New York City a good thing? 

• https://www.newsday.com/opinion/editorial/wind-power-long-island-1.21075478  
 
Bayer (Monsanto) asks California court to throw out $289M jury verdict in glyphosate cancer case – 
motions hearing on 10 October 

• https://in.reuters.com/article/us-bayer-glyphosate-lawsuits/bayers-monsanto-asks-us-court-
to-toss-289-million-glyphosate-verdict-idINKCN1LZ0H7  

 
Perspective:  Fungi play important role in regulating climate 

• http://www.wbur.org/news/2018/09/18/mushrooms-fungi-climate  
 
Invasive snakeheads found in tributary of Susquehanna River 

• https://www.bayjournal.com/article/invasive_snakeheads_found_in_susquehanna_tributary  
 
Nuclear power subsidy program gets favorable ruling from Court & bills get introduced into 
Congress 

• https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2018/09/us-congress-passes-bill-to-help-advanced-
nuclear-power/   

 
$30M awarded for new research on links among oceans, lakes & human health 

• https://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=296579&org=GEO&from=news  
 
4.7B birds migrate from the US to the tropics for the winter 

• http://www.terradaily.com/reports/47_billion_birds_leave_US_to_winter_in_the_tropics_each
_fall_999.html  

 
Death & decomposition are vital – the necrobiome 

• http://www.terradaily.com/reports/The_world_needs_death_and_decomposition_999.html  
 
CFCs were banned in 1980 – but extensive illegal production & use still threatens the ozone layer 

• http://www.spacedaily.com/reports/Protection_for_the_ozone_layer_sugar_molecules_bind_
harmful_CFCs_999.html  

 
Al Gore & the global warming alarmists have more optimism than despair at climate summit 

• http://www.terradaily.com/reports/Optimism_trumps_despair_at_climate_summit_999.html  
• https://phys.org/news/2018-09-paris-climate-exceeded-sooner.html  

 
Flood frequency & droughts increased over the last 100 years on the Amazon 

• https://phys.org/news/2018-09-frequency-world-largest-river-fivefold.html  
 



Hurricanes can affect mental health – suggested strategies for coping 
• https://www.technology.org/2018/09/19/hurricanes-can-affect-mental-health-strategies-for-

coping/  
 
$100M & 5 years – cleanup of massive 2013 oil spill in North Dakota cleanup completed 

• https://www.cnbc.com/2018/09/19/the-associated-press-massive-2013-oil-spill-in-north-
dakota-finally-cleaned-up.html  

 
Perspective:  Filthy air is a global disgrace 

• https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-06731-4  
 
**************************************************  
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In the aftermath of Hurricane Florence – recovery process begins & flooding continues 

• https://www.enr.com/articles/45180-flood-fighters-and-recovery-crews-roll-in-the-carolinas  
• http://time.com/5397640/wilmington-north-carolina-flooding-roads/  
• https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/16/us/hurricane-florence-path.html  
• http://www.newspressnow.com/news/national/the-latest-at-least-dead-as-a-result-of-

florence/article_2a29cb6f-e335-5e8d-8cb3-7990fd936820.html  
• https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-storm-florence/carolinas-deluged-by-floods-as-florence-

moves-on-idUKKCN1LY12B  
• https://www.npr.org/2018/09/18/649174398/floodwaters-rise-in-carolinas-taking-lives-and-

prompting-environmental-concerns  



• https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2018/09/18/649132289/florence-engulfs-hog-farms-and-
chicken-houses-thrashing-north-carolina-agricultu  

• http://www.latimes.com/science/sciencenow/la-sci-sn-cdc-hurricane-florence-20180914-
story.html  

• https://golfweek.com/2018/09/16/coastal-resorts-rebound-quickly-from-hurricane-florence/  
 
Hurricane Florence & Typhoon Mangkhut provide opportunity to study coastal impacts 

• http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2018/09/florence-mangkhut-bring-data-and-destruction-
coastal-scientists  

 
Estimate $75M price tag for “near miss” from Hurricane Florence along coastal Virginia 

• https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/pricetag-of-coastal-virginias-near-
miss-from-hurricane-florence-could-be-75-million/2018/09/17/d67fca0a-ba9e-11e8-9812-
a389be6690af_story.html  

• https://www.wwaytv3.com/2018/09/18/fayetteville-va-inland-sites-open-coastal-sites-closed/  
 
Despite warnings, states in path of Florence continued coastal development – will they ever learn? 

• https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2018/09/14/despite-
warnings-states-in-florences-path-continued-coastal-development  

• https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/sep/12/north-carolina-didnt-like-science-on-sea-
levels-so-passed-a-law-against-it  

 
Most coastal Caroline homeowners do not have flood insurance to help rebuild  

• http://theweek.com/speedreads/796524/most-coastal-carolina-homeowners-dont-have-flood-
insurance-help-rebuild-after-florence  

 
Not an aesthetically pleasing view – proposed $30M wind turbine project offshore of Martha’s 
Vineyard 

• https://www.ctpost.com/business/article/Wind-energy-project-proposed-for-Bridgeport-harbor-
13235052.php  

 
Coastal ecosystem threatened by green crabs from Nova Scotia – more aggressive than local 
species 

• http://bangordailynews.com/2018/09/19/news/state/canadian-crabs-with-bad-attitude-
threaten-coastal-ecosystem/  

 
Report on impacts of desalination plant on offshore ecosystems in Sydney, Australia 

• https://www.smh.com.au/environment/conservation/go-with-the-flow-desalination-plant-study-
finds-amazing-ocean-impact-20180919-p504ox.html  

 
Large-scale shift of the Gulf Stream & Labrador Currents associated with warming & rapid de-
oxygenation in Gulf of the St Lawrence 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/09/180917111600.htm  
 
Living along the coast of Puerto Rico poses risks 

• https://www.pri.org/stories/2018-09-19/puerto-rico-s-eroding-beaches-spell-trouble-coastal-
dwellers  

 



11th Coastal Altimetry Workshop was held in Frascati, Italy, in June 2018 
• https://eos.org/meeting-reports/new-achievements-in-coastal-altimetry  

 
Estimating value of lost recreation days from Deepwater Horizon oil spill 

• https://phys.org/news/2018-09-lost-recreation-days-deepwater-horizon.html  
  
Bill to update Great Lakes Environmental Sensitivity Index Maps passes the US Senate 

• https://www.upmatters.com/news/local-news/bill-to-update-great-lakes-environmental-
sensitivity-index-maps-passes-senate/1431908800  

 
Simulations suggest tidal wetlands are not as vulnerable to sea-level rise as previously thought  

• https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-06190-x  
 
 


