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Here we go again:  Another prediction of “ice-free Arctic” 

• https://phys.org/news/2019-02-ice-free-arctic-summers-earlier-side.html 
• http://notrickszone.com/2018/07/21/charlatans-of-the-arctic-laughing-stock-ice-free-arctic-

predictions-fake-science-at-its-best/  
• https://stevengoddard.wordpress.com/ice-free-arctic-forecasts/  
• https://www.wnd.com/2018/12/decade-since-al-gore-predicted-ice-free-arctic-in-5-7-years/  
• https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/aug/21/arctic-will-be-ice-free-in-summer-

next-year 
 
NSF logistics hub at McMurdo Station on Antarctica will get infrastructure modernization 

• https://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=297843&org=GEO&from=news  
 
M7.5 EQ struck near Palora, Ecuador, on 22 Feb 2019 

• https://www.usgs.gov/news/magnitude-75-earthquake-palora-ecuador 
 
Moros intrepidus – new species of Cretaceous Tyrannosaur that lived in deltaic environments 

• http://www.sci-news.com/paleontology/moros-intrepidus-tyrannosaur-06931.html  
 
SNoOPI mission to measure soil moisture and snow 

• http://www.spacedaily.com/reports/SNoOPI_A_flying_ace_for_soil_moisture_and_snow_mea
surements_999.html  

 
Copernicus Sentinel-1 InSAR data show uplift prior to Mount Agung 2017 eruption 



• http://www.terradaily.com/reports/Copernicus_Sentinel_1_reveals_shared_plumbing_led_to_
Agung_awakening_999.html  

 
New insight into when and where O2 build up began on early Earth 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/02/190225112311.htm 
 
Western snowpack is a function of natural variability & despite the “global warming hype” has been 
fairly stable in recent decades 

• Paper:  https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1029/2018GL081080  
 
Ancient wetlands may provide better understanding of the global carbon cycle 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/02/190226091610.htm 
 
What happens to carbonate minerals when transported to the mantle via subduction? 

• https://phys.org/news/2019-02-earth-interior-scientists-unravel-secrets.html  
 
Some subduction zones recycle more water than previously thought 

• https://www.earthmagazine.org/article/thirsty-mantle-subduction-zones-swallow-more-water-
thought  

 
Mineral of the Month:  Garnet 

• https://www.earthmagazine.org/article/mineral-resource-month-garnet-0  
 
Geophysical processes, volcanoes and the secrets of Roman concrete 

• https://news.stanford.edu/2019/02/26/students-explore-interplay-volcanoes-ancient-
materials-technology-italy/  

 
Crater Lake at Whakaari (White Island) full of bubbling sulfurous waters  

• https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/new-zealand/2019/02/amazing-drone-footage-captures-
white-island-crater-lake-activity.html  

• video:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXUDbeUK-mQ  
 
High winds pushed ice through Niagara River and created “ice shove” along shores of Lake Erie 

• https://www.yahoo.com/huffpost/watch-lake-erie-sends-massive-082050503.html  
• https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/apos-ice-tsunami-apos-hits-092927636.html  

 
Incredibly diverse community of micro-organisms lives in sapphire blue hot spring in Yellowstone 

• https://phys.org/news/2019-02-team-incredibly-diverse-microbial-high.html  
• Paper:  https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-019-08499-1  

 
California should anticipate the Big One – a volcanic eruption 

• https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2019/02/25/californias-big-one-volcanic-eruption/  
• https://www.vcstar.com/story/news/nation/2019/02/26/volcano-hazards-california-subject-

new-geological-survey-report/2992864002/  
• https://www.livescience.com/64872-california-volcanic-eruption-threat.html  
• USGS Report:  https://pubs.usgs.gov/sir/2018/5159/sir20185159.pdf  

 
Sediment cores reveal long, slow death of Angkor due to neglect over a century 



• https://arstechnica.com/science/2019/02/the-city-of-angkor-died-a-slow-death/  
• Paper:  https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2019/02/15/1821460116  

 
Assemblage of Eocene sharks and rays from near-shore environments of Madagascar 

• https://phys.org/news/2019-02-rare-assemblage-sharks-rays-nearshore.html    
• Paper:  https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0211789  

 
Planetary (well, almost) geology:  Map of geology & history of Charon – moon of Pluto 

• https://phys.org/news/2019-02-reveals-geology-history-pluto-moon.html  
 
GEOPHYS 90: “Earthquakes and Volcanoes”  - explores natural disasters & consequences 

• https://www.stanforddaily.com/2019/02/27/geophys-90-explores-natural-disasters-and-their-
consequences/  

 
Geologic evolution of the Grand Canyon 

• https://www.knowablemagazine.org/article/physical-world/2019/deeper-understanding-grand-
canyon  

 
M7.0 deep (258 km) earthquake struck southern Peru – no confirmed deaths or damages 

• https://www.firstpost.com/world/earthquake-of-magnitude-7-0-strikes-southeastern-peru-
says-us-geological-survey-6179701.html  

• https://www.plenglish.com/index.php?o=rn&id=39335&SEO=strong-earthquake-without-
deaths-or-damages-confirmed-in-peru  

 
British Geological Survey planning to create meld massive databases in “Geological Google” 

• https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2019/02/earth-scientists-plan-meld-massive-databases-
geological-google?r3f_986=http://c.newsnow.co.uk/A/975599675?-17009:3779  

 
Many species of plants escaped the end-Permian mass extinction 

• https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00744-3  
 
Student perspective:  The age of the core of the Earth & the magnetic field 

• https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/earths-core-hardened-just-time-save-
magnetic-field  

 
Geologic features of Iceland provide scenic background for filming “Game of Thrones” 

• https://inews.co.uk/inews-lifestyle/travel/game-of-thrones-filming-locations-iceland-season-8-
where-filmed-thingvellir-grjotagja-cave/  

 
Basic law of tree plant growth applied to dendrochronology to interpret climate history 

• https://phys.org/news/2019-03-clearer-view-climate-tree.html  
 
Age of uplift of the Tibetan plateau 

• https://phys.org/news/2019-03-tibetan-plateau-rose-thought.html  
 
500 myo worm “superhighway” on the ocean floor revealed by middle Cambrian Burgess shale 

• https://phys.org/news/2019-02-million-year-old-worm-superhighway-canada.html 
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100-year history of Grand Canyon National Park in pictures – Teddy Roosevelt called it one of the 
great sights that every American should see 

• http://fortune.com/2019/02/26/grand-canyon-100-years-old/   
 
EU Commission for Health & Food Safety report says antimicrobial resistance is increasing – some 
drugs no longer effective 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/02/190226133221.htm  
• Report:  https://ecdc.europa.eu/sites/portal/files/documents/EU-summary-report-

antimicrobial-resistance-zoonotic-bacteria-humans-animals-2017-web.pdf 
 
Worried about potential future water shortages then worry about population increases and 
increasing demands 

• https://phys.org/news/2019-02-population-climate-future-shortages.html 
• Paper:  https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1029/2018EF001091  

  
In remembrance: Bill Jenkins (1946-2019) exposed and ended the Tuskegee Syphilis Study 

• https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/health-news/bill-jenkins-who-helped-end-the-infamous-
tuskegee-syphilis-study-has-died-at-age-73/ar-BBUaf01 

 
Humans dumping more endocrine disrupting chemical waste into the environment than be tested for 
its impact – But the impacts on the environment and all life (including humans) will continue to occur 

1. https://phys.org/news/2019-02-humans-chemical.html  
2. Paper:  https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/rspb.2018.2416  



 
California politics, PG&E and environmental responsibility 

• https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/the-political-playbook-of-a-bankrupt-california-utility/ar-
BBTYYxW  

 
Food supply under treat due to global loss in biodiversity 

• https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/food-supply-under-threat-due-to-biodiversity-loss-
across-globe-un-report/ar-BBTVCDN  

• http://www.fao.org/state-of-biodiversity-for-food-agriculture/en  
• FAO Report:  http://www.fao.org/3/CA3129EN/CA3129EN.pdf  

 
How to provide appropriate security along the southern US Border 

• https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/pentagon-chief-getting-firsthand-look-at-us-mexico-
border/ar-BBTZ1NS  

 
Warren Buffet predicts mega-catastrophe will happen in the future 

• https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/warren-buffett-warns-of-natural-or-human-made-
megacatastrophe-and-says-our-losses-will-be-huge/ar-BBTYXkb 

 
Lingering impacts of 2008 coal ash spill clean-up in Tennessee:  cancers, death & law suit 

• https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2019/02/coal-other-dark-side-toxic-ash/  
 
How to assess health risks from low-level exposures to toxic chemicals – linear no-threshold 
model? 

• https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/how-scientists-disputed-views-about-pollution-are-
shaping-epa/ar-BBTPrAf  

 
Washington State to provide $100,000 to remove cows that died in Yakima Valley blizzard in early 
February 

• https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/state-provides-100000-to-remove-cows-killed-in-
yakima-valley-blizzard/ 

 
Salmonella evolved from poultry to causing severe disease in calves and people 

• https://www.bovinevetonline.com/article/how-did-poultry-germ-change-cause-disease-calves-
and-people 

 
New delay on replacement of three bridges over Brays Bayou in Harris County Flood Control 
District 

• https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Possible-delay-on-
Project-Brays-bridges-irks-13644179.php  

 
Los Angeles wants to recycle all city sewage water into potable aquifer – cost $8B 

• https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-water-recycling-los-angeles-20190222-story.html  
 
Butterfly Highway established in North Carolina to aid Monarchs & other pollinators 

• https://www.coastalreview.org/2019/02/butterfly-highway-connects-safe-habitats/    
 
National Parks as seen from outer space 



• https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/lists/parks/national-parks-from-outer-space-aerial-
photos/  

 
Rate of tornado-related fatalities now declining despite increased population in Tornado Alley 

• http://www.terradaily.com/reports/Tornado_fatalities_continue_to_fall_despite_population_gr
owth_in_Tornado_Alley_999.html  

 
Pharmaceutical residues in freshwater resources pose increasing environmental risk – 10 to 20X 
higher 

• http://www.terradaily.com/reports/Pharmaceutical_residues_in_fresh_water_pose_a_growing
_environmental_risk_999.html 

 
Volume rather than areal extent of “Dead Zone” in Gulf of Mexico may be more important for fish 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/02/190226125011.htm  
 
No surprise here:  people have short memories when it comes to what they consider “normal” 
weather 

• https://phys.org/news/2019-02-tweets-scientists-quickly-unusual-weather.html  
 
Dominion Energy anticipating completion of natural gas pipeline from West Virginia to North 
Carolina despite denial of hearing on permit to cross Appalachian Trail 

• https://www.reuters.com/article/dominion-atlantic-coast-natgas/update-1-dominion-confident-
it-will-complete-w-va-n-c-atlantic-coast-natgas-pipe-idUSL3N20L4OH  

 
COLD weather causing water mains to break in Madison, Wisconsin 

• https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/water-mains-breaking-at-a-rate-of-more-than-
per/article_d668e290-5ae7-524e-b34f-e7a7f8908d65.html  

 
Newly recognized spider species is electric-blue tarantula – a case of bio-piracy in Malaysia 

• https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2019/02/amazing-blue-tarantula-new-spider-species-did-
researchers-break-law-when-they-studied  

 
Slide show of the driest places on Earth 

• https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/driest-places-on-earth/ss-BBTXODZ  
 
Haiti continues to suffer rubble & rage as pace of disaster recovery from 2010 EQ is very slow & 
corrupt 

• https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/haiti-earthquake-8-year-anniversary-1.5034685 
 
Fecal stanols in sediment cores track population changes at Cahokia on Mississippi River AD 600-
1400 

• https://www.archaeology.org/news/7434-190226-cahokia-population-climate  
 
Virulent Newcastle Disease Quarantine area expanded in Southern California 

• https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/Animal_Health/Newcastle_Disease_Info.html  
 
New bacterial disease killing ducks and geese across Denver, Colorado, metro area 



• https://kdvr.com/2019/02/27/theres-a-new-disease-that-is-killing-ducks-and-geese-across-
the-denver-metro/  

 
“Trophy hunting” causes controversy in Colorado as hunter kills mountain lion 

• https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/hunter-shamed-posting-photos-trophy-kill-behavior-
mentality-deplorable-213257059.html  

 
A smart way to rebuild after a flood:  strategic mitigation & buyouts of flood prone houses 

• https://www.fastcompany.com/90312897/heres-the-smartest-way-for-cities-to-rebuild-after-a-
flood 

 
Andrew Wheeler is confirmed by the US Senate as the new head of US EPA 

• https://www.apnews.com/83a03cf65439434da94d15088056f8a2  
 
In Memoriam:  Russell Dynes (1924-2019) – disaster research & human perceptions 

• https://hazards.colorado.edu/article/russell-dynes-an-incredible-legacy 
 
Clarification:  Mountain lion strangled to death by trail runner in Colorado was only a few months old 

• https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/mountain-lion-killed-by-colorado-trail-runner-was-a-
kitten-necropsy-report-says/ar-BBUdASX  

 
Linking 2015-1026 El Niño to outbreaks of disease across the world 

• https://phys.org/news/2019-02-el-nino-triggered-disease.html  
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Future expansion of Savannah River Port may include oxygen injectors to prevent hypoxia  
• https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/georgia/articles/2019-02-24/future-of-georgia-

port-expansion-hinges-on-oxygen-injectors  
 
Wondering why great white sharks come to coastal waters off South Carolina 

• http://www.live5news.com/2019/02/26/group-working-find-out-why-massive-sharks-visit-sc-
coastal-waters/  

 
Controversial “Complete Streets” project includes netting of coastal trees & possible tree removals 

• http://www.gazettes.com/news/environment/coastal-commission-staff-says-no-to-appeal-of-
marina-drive/article_9ab24eee-3938-11e9-8a6b-7f2f9379296d.html  

 
Possible change in Sand Rule interpretation within federally restricted coastal areas under CBRA 

• https://www.coastalreview.org/2019/02/push-on-to-change-sand-rule-interpretation/  
 
Spartina cordgrass no longer exists along coastal South Carolina – now called sporobolus 

• https://www.postandcourier.com/news/the-ubiquitous-sc-coastal-marsh-grass-is-no-longer-
called/article_51f439b4-3916-11e9-a607-abf6634164d3.html  

 
Coastal waters have high levels of nitrogen fixation & may play larger role in CO2 uptake 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/02/190221110503.htm  
 
An unusual job:  Maritime Funeral Provider at New England Burials at Sea 

• https://www.hakaimagazine.com/article-short/coastal-job-maritime-funeral-provider/  
 
Expensive luxury developments along southeast Queensland coast 

• https://www.domain.com.au/news/new-waterfront-developments-up-the-ante-in-luxurious-
coastal-locations-803071/ 

 
Mapping height of mangroves may help identify carbon-rich coastal forests 

• https://www.insidescience.org/news/map-mangrove-height-reveals-carbon-rich-coastal-
forests 

 
Looking for students for internships in Coastal & Resources Management in Micronesia 

• https://www.insidescience.org/news/map-mangrove-height-reveals-carbon-rich-coastal-
forests  

 
Proposed settlement by offshore wind developer to offset impacts to fishing industry in Rhode Island 

• https://www.providencejournal.com/news/20190223/ri-fishermen-vineyard-wind-reach-deal-
on-compensation  

• https://www.capecodtimes.com/news/20190225/fishing-group-accepts-vineyard-wind-deal  
• https://www.apnews.com/762963edfaa34265a3f9d69c288e0653 

 
Legal challenge to private dock filed in Fulton County, Georgia, Superior Court 

• https://www.savannahnow.com/news/20190220/private-dock-on-cumberland-challenged-by-
center-for-sustainable-coast  

 
Preliminary model findings to be released on shoreline study of Chatham Coast 



• https://www.capecod.com/newscenter/preliminary-findings-of-chatham-coastal-study-to-be-
released/  

 
Fishermen express concerns regarding Ghana government policies  

• https://www.newsghana.com.gh/ghanas-fishing-net-could-be-mended-through-transparency/  
 
DMCR reported 35 leatherback turtles hatched on Tha Sai beach, Phang Nga in Thailand 

• https://www.pattayamail.com/thailandnews/35-leatherback-turtles-hatch-on-tha-sai-beach-
phang-nga-247489  

 
Intense coastal storms could cause bluff erosion & landslide activity along coast of Oregon 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/02/190226165440.htm  
 
Anchorage, Alaska, port plan gets critical review 

• http://www.alaskajournal.com/2019-02-27/assembly-begins-critical-look-anchorage-port-
plan#.XHlsVHdFyUk  

 
Why the tsunami warning system does not work in Indonesia (video) 

• https://www.nbcnews.com/video/why-doesn-t-indonesia-s-tsunami-warning-system-work-
1450461763903 


