
 

1 | P a g e  
 

 

 
 

United  Nations  Children’s  Fund  (UNICEF) 
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Vacancy Announcement 2014/079 
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UNICEF East Asia and Pacific Regional Office is seeking an individual consultant to conduct a multi-country scoping 
study of mainstreaming Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) and Climate Change Adaptation (CCA), and strengthening 
risk-informed programming in WASH in East Asia and the Pacific. The study will be based on both desk review 
and in-country research that should include the areas of opportunities for the WASH sector to contribute to the 
national overall DRR/CCA programming/planning and initiate further multi-sectoral approaches to building 
resilience.  
 
The study will inform and guide Country offices (COs) on developing risk-informed WASH programming at 
national and sub-national levels, especially at key stages of programming such as the annual work planning, new 
country programme development or mid-term review. The findings will also help provide relevant technical 
support to counterparts and other partners, as well as facilitate more effective technical support from the East 
Asia and the Pacific Regional Office (EAPRO) to COs for ensuring safe, equitable and sustainable access to WASH 
services in communities, particularly for children and women in the normal time as well as at the time of 
emergencies.  
 
Background: 
More frequent and intense climate extreme events are expected, combined with changing patterns of exposure 
and   vulnerability,   which   negatively   impacts   children’s   and   women’s   rights,   disproportionately   affects   poor  
communities and hampers progress in achieving MDGs. With a mandate that combines development work and 
humanitarian action, the UNICEF Strategic Plan 2014-2017 acknowledges the importance of systematic risk 
analysis and risk mitigation, and of mainstreaming sensitivity to climate change and environmental degradation 
in  order  to  promote  resilience.  UNICEF  sees  resilience  as  “the  ability  of  children,  households,  communities,  and  
systems to anticipate, prevent, adapt to, withstand, and overcome stresses and shocks in ways which advance 
the rights of every  child,  with  special  attention  to  the  most  vulnerable  and  disadvantaged  children”.   
 
In particular, water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services are critical to communities and save lives in both 
routine and emergency situations. Natural hazards can compromise WASH services, resulting in increased 
disaster and climate risk. It is essential that new vulnerabilities are not introduced or reinforced through WASH 
services. DRR and CCA measures are thus necessary to protect WASH investments and should be integrated into 
the sectoral programme.   
 
Since Asia and the Pacific is the world’s  most  disaster-prone region, the importance of building resilience of the 
nations and people is increasingly recognised amongst governments, development agencies and civil society. 
Within UNICEF WASH, several country offices are currently undertaking DRR/CCA activities with two main  
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approaches: structural design and standards and risk-informed planning and programming. However, common 
challenges noted by COs include lack of DRR/CCA policy or framework in the WASH sector, limited capacity and 
resources, limited concrete examples and guidance on translating strategy, plan or framework into actions and 
cross-sectoral coordination. COs thus request RO and HQ support for technical guidelines, capacity development 
(training, tools and guidance on how to implement), resource mobilisation, implementation support and sharing 
more good practices. 
 
Based on the above identified overall needs of COs, UNICEF EAPRO WASH team has developed a concept note 
on the WASH risk-informed and climate-sensitive programming in East Asia and the Pacific. It aims at setting 
the overall objectives of the region in order to advance risk-informed programming thereby ensuring safe, 
equitable and sustainable access to WASH services in communities, particularly for children and women in the 
peace time as well as at the time of crises. It also provides overall approaches and roadmap for that purpose 
within five areas: Case study & best practice documentation and dissemination; technical assistance; resource 
mobilization; technical tools/guidance development; and coordination and partnerships.  
 
As  part  of  the  area  of  “technical  assistance”  in  the  concept  note,  this scoping study is an in-depth review and 
planning exercise with the aim of supporting COs to address the stated challenges, mainstream the risk-
informed programming and operationalize DRR and CCA concepts in UNICEF WASH for the next 3 years (2015-
2017). The vision is to ensure that UNICEF WASH interventions in 80% of countries in the region are risk-informed 
by the end of 2017.   
 
The outputs of this study will inform and guide the involved COs on developing risk-informed WASH programming 
at national and sub-national levels, especially at key stages of programming such as the annual work planning, 
new country programme development or mid-term review. The finding will also help provide relevant technical 
support to counterparts and other partners, as well as facilitate more effective technical support from EAPRO to 
COs.  
 
This study is in line with the UNICEF WASH global initiatives on developing a climate resilience framework and 
technical guidance in WASH. It also fits in the overall plan of the EAPRO cross cutting working group on Resilience.  
 
 
Work Assignment: 
This study will include the following four main tasks: 

x Review of existing national policies and strategies on DRR and CCA, its linkages with national WASH 
programmes including UNICEF WASH in selected countries; 

x Stakeholder mapping and institutional analysis on current initiatives on DRR and CCA in WASH sector in 
these countries (not only resilient facility designs but also integration of DRR/CCA concept into the 
behaviour change approaches) 

x Mapping of current and potential donors and partners in the region with particular support to DRR and 
CCA areas of interventions, with requirements and formats  

x Development of the essential/critical inputs to a regional strategy on risk-informed and climate-sensitive 
programming in WASH 
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The expected outputs are: 

- Country review report (max 30 pages), short briefing papers (max. 5 pages) and PowerPoint 
presentations (max. 30 slides) for each selected country, based on the outcomes of policy/strategy 
review, stakeholder mapping, institutional analyses and donor mapping  

- Inventory of existing and potential partners and donors with their funding application procedures and 
requirements, and PowerPoint presentation (max. 30 slides) 

- Inputs to the Regional WASH strategy with risk-informed and climate-sensitive programming lens 

All research outputs should follow the UNICEF style guide and include visually interesting infographics and 
diagrams. The final submission should include all relevant documents and data.  
 
Work Schedule and Expected deliverables: 
 

Main Tasks Task Details Deliverables Due date 
Inception and 
Desk Review 

- Undertake consultation with 
selected countries 

- Review existing literature 
and tools for DRR/CCA and 
WASH 

- Identify focus areas and 
develop draft methodology 

- Prepare the donor (-partner) 
inventory  

Draft Inception report 
including review, research 
methodology, and detailed 
work plan 
 
Draft donor (-partner) 
inventory 

2 weeks  

 Incorporate received 
comments 

Final Inception report and 
donor(-partner) inventory and 
presentation 

1 week  

Country Visits 
and 
Consultations  

- Review relevant country 
documents 

- Undertake in-country or 
remote consultation with 
relevant stakeholders 

Country Visit / Mission reports Approx. 1.5 week 
for document 
review, country 
visit/remote 
consultation per 
country (to be 
agreed with COs) 

Analysis and 
Reporting 

Analyse and consolidate 
findings from desk/document 
review and country visits 

Draft country reports, donor-
partner inventory and regional 
strategy 

To be agreed in 
work plan – several 
rounds of comments 
and revision 
foreseen 
2-3 weeks  

 Incorporate all the comments 
into one Final outputs 

1. Country reports, briefing 
papers & presentations 

2. Donor inventory & 
presentation  

3. Regional WASH strategy 

1 week  
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Estimated Duration of Contract:  10-11 weeks over the period from November 2014 - March 2015  
 
Official Travel: Travel to/from case countries (Country list to be determined) 
 
 
Qualifications or Specialized Knowledge/Experience Required:  
 
x Advanced university degree in WASH, social sciences or disciplines relevant to climate change adaptation 

and disaster risk reduction; 
x Minimum 5 years of work experience in the areas of climate change adaptation, disaster risk reduction and 

WASH sector; 
x Experience of conducting multi-country research projects; 
x Experience of writing proposals for and implementing projects of climate funds is an asset; 
x Prior experience of working with UNICEF/in East Asia and the Pacific (and/or case countries) is an asset; 
x Strong analytical capacity and ability to apply complex concepts into operational settings; 
x Excellent oral and written communication skills in English; and 
x Ability to work independently and also with UNICEF staff, partners and government counterparts. 
 
Application process: Interested applicants are requested to submit Application Package and Expression of 
Interest by 23 November 2014 to email: hrbangkok@unicef.org detailing: 
 
x Qualification and technical capacity (CV/P-11) 
x Relevant work experience for undertaking this assignment 
x Proposed methodology 
x Initial review of literature and available country documentation  
x A detailed work plan  
x Financial proposal :  Daily professional fee in USD  
 
 

----------------- Only short listed candidates will be notified. ----------------- 
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