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It When I See It
Michael E. Campana
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feature the topic of hydrophilanthropy. I have edited 

all three of these issues—in 2010, 2016, and 2022—and 

this will likely be my last. The cover of the 2010 issue 

introduced me to the concept of “poverty porn,” as 

some call it. (Notice that the current issue's cover avoids 

that type of imagery.) So the title of this article is my 

WRQJXH�LQ�FKHHN�GHȴQLWLRQ�RI�K\GURSKLODQWKURS\�WDNHQ�
from former Supreme Court Justice Potter Stewart. In 

the early 1960s, the Supreme Court was dealing with 

cases related to pornography and protected speech. 

6WHZDUW�ZURWH�WKDW�HYHQ�LI�KH�FRXOGQȇW�GHȴQH�KDUG�FRUH�

pornography, “I know it when I see it.” 

'HVSLWH�WKH�WLWOH��KHUH�DUH�P\�GHȴQLWLRQV�RI�
hydrophilanthopy. You may have your own. 

1. Altruistic concern for the water, sanitation, and 

related needs of humankind, as manifested by 

donations of work, money, or resources. 

2. Use of water to express kindness or benevolence, 

such as the healing of psychological, spiritual, and 

other wounds. 

It was not until 2005 that I heard the term 

“hydrophilanthropy” in a phone conversation with 

Dave Kreamer, who has written articles for all three 

hydrophilanthropy issues of Water Resources IMPACT. He 

GLG�QRW�GHȴQH�LW�DW�WKH�WLPH��%XW�P\�RZQ�H[SHULHQFH�ZLWK�
hydrophilanthropy started long before that. 

�$!��+1.*!5��!#%*/�
My hydrophilanthropy odyssey began about 30 years 

go, when I was an academic at the University of New 

Mexico. I thoroughly enjoyed my work, but something 

was missing. I started thinking about those who did not 

have access to clean water and sanitation. 

When the time came for a sabbatical, I wanted to 

go to a developing country that might use my skills. I 

received a Fulbright teaching fellowship to go to Belize, 

an Anglophone country (formerly British Honduras) on 

the Caribbean side of Central America. I was supposed 

to teach two courses during the spring term, but the 

University College of Belize forgot to schedule my second 

FRXUVH��VR�QR�RQH�UHJLVWHUHG�DQG�LW�ZDV�FDQFHOHG��0\�ȴUVW�
faculty meeting consisted of a discussion about where 

WKH�IDFXOW\�VWD�SDUW\�ZRXOG�EH�KHOG��7KDW�ZDV�WKH�VKDSH�
of things to come.

I had time on my hands—I was teaching just one 

course in watershed hydrology with six students—so I 

made contact with local government workers and got 

the Belize environmental agency’s consent to submit 

a proposal that I would write to the Inter-American 

Development Bank. The project would assess the 

groundwater resources for the northern 40% of Belize, 

which was an extension of the carbonate hydrogeology 

of the Yucatan Peninsula. The work would also identify 

potable water supplies for underserved communities—

that was the hydrophilanthropic connection. I had a 

handshake agreement that, if funding materialized, I 

would supervise the work, which was scheduled to begin 

after I returned to the United States. All the agency had 

WR�GR�ZDV�Dɝ[�D�VLJQHG�FRYHU�SDJH�WR�WKH�SURSRVDO�DQG�
submit it to the bank.

The upshot: I never heard from the agency. A friend 

informed me that the agency had never submitted the 

proposal. It was not a complete bust; I met some folks 

from Honduras and Nicaragua who were intrigued with 

my skills and interests and thought they could use them 

at some point. But that seemed to be a common refrain: 

people told me what they thought I wanted to hear so as 

QRW�WR�RHQG�PH��
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After returning from 

Belize, I began searching for 

D�QRQSURȴW�WKDW�FRXOG�XVH�
a volunteer hydrogeologist 

interested in WaSH (water, 

sanitation, and hygiene) 

work in the developing 

world. I must have 

contacted 15 organizations 

(CARE, Save the Children, 

and the International 

Rescue Committee among 

them). Virtually each contact unfolded the same way: 

initial enthusiasm on their part, maybe a phone call, then 

nothing. Why? A British hydrogeologist at a conference 

H[SODLQHG�WR�PH�WKDQ�1*2V�KDG�WKHLU�RZQ�SDLG�VWDV�
and did not like to use volunteers because they don't 

follow “the way we do things.”

He also enlightened me in another way. With his 

beautiful accent, he pretended be the narrator for a 

commercial featuring a Latin American girl. After a few 

seconds of the commercial came “the voice”: “This is Rosa, 

who lives in the village of Santa Cruz in Costa Pobre. She is 

smiling because last year we drilled 50 water wells in her 

village to provide clean, healthy drinking water. No longer 

will the water make her sick.”

Then he added: “Before you give money to this 

organization, you need to perform due diligence and 

ask: How many of the wells are still working? Is the water 

potable? Who maintains the wells and water system? Is 

source water protection practiced? Do the villagers pay 

for the water, or is it free? Who manages the system and 

makes decisions?”

He sure caught my attention. I was rapidly becoming 

discouraged.

Then someone told me about an organization called 

Lifewater International, based in San Luis Obispo, 

California, which trained volunteers to do what needed 

to be done in developing countries and underserved 

U.S. areas. Lifewater got projects from inquiries to its 

website or by fax. The catch was that Lifewater was for 

evangelical Christians, and the organization was reluctant 

to take on volunteers from outside the fold. I was not of 

that belief system. 

	!00%*#��!00! ��5��%"!3�0!.��*0!.*�0%+*�(
Still, some friends of mine encouraged me to pursue 

the Lifewater connection. They sang the praises of 

Bill Ashe, Lifewater’s founder. I got calls from several 

colleagues, one of whom was in the leadership circle. 

He and the others agreed to sponsor me, despite my 

religious shortcomings.

Then I got a call from one of the directors, who 

introduced himself 

and explained that my 

membership would be 

considered at the next 

board meeting. Nothing 

happened for a few weeks, 

and I got nervous. Friends 

told me not to worry.

One day I got a call 

from Bill Ashe. I had heard 

so much about him. Bill 

and his wife, Lorraine, lived 

in Southern California, 

where they ran a business that catered to people in the 

water industry. Their story was inspirational. Beginning 

in the 1960s, the Ashe family took outings into Baja, 

Mexico, to help orphanages, camps, and churches 

install new water systems. The family’s water business 

was prospering, and Bill and Lorraine wanted to teach 

their children that such a blessing brought with it an 

opportunity to give. Soon his friends joined the Ashe 

family on their trips. Then some of them encouraged Bill 

to formalize their work. 

The Lifewater International name was established 

in 1977, and a board of directors was elected in 1979. 

/LIHZDWHU�EHFDPH�D�&DOLIRUQLD�QRQSURȴW�FRUSRUDWLRQ�RQ�
April 26, 1984, and was granted tax-exempt status as a 

501(c)(3) corporation in February 1986.

Bill and I talked for perhaps an hour. We had a 

conversation, not a Q&A session. He was curious about 

my reasons for wanting to join Lifewater and what I 

wanted to accomplish. At the end, Bill thanked me for my 

time and said: "Our annual meeting is in Pasadena this 

coming fall. I hope you’ll come to meet our volunteers 

and directors. Would it be possible for you to talk about 

the work you do and how it relates to our mission? I will 

be happy to show you around."

I went to the meeting and was thrilled to meet so 

many motivated people. A former student of mine, 

John Nadolski, was in a leadership position. I ran into a 

number of people whom I knew and worked with, but 

I hadn’t known of their interest in hydrophilanthropy. 

Never was there a word about my religion. 

I had found a hydrophilanthropy home!

�5��%"!3�0!.��*0!.*�0%+*�(��!�./�
I was active in Lifewater International for about 10 

years, from 1996 to 2005. Lifewater did development, 

QRW�UHOLHI��ZRUN��7KH�WZR�DUH�TXLWH�GLHUHQW��6RPH�SHRSOH�
think that if you can do one, you can do the other. Not 

so. During Hurricane Katrina a number of us were asked 

(not by Lifewater International) whether we wanted to 

join a relief team. I declined, but a few of my Lifewater 

friends went to New Orleans. They had a miserable 

I once asked my supportive and 
perceptive wife, Mary Frances, "Where 

have all these hydrophilanthropy 
people been?" Her reply: "They've 
been there all the time. You just 

weren't looking for them."
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experience and returned after a few days.

I attended two workshops conducted by Living Water 

International (LWI), a Houston-based NGO that often 

worked with Lifewater. One was the “care and feeding” 

of 10 common hand pumps. I learned how to tear them 

down and make repairs. I also took a workshop on 

drilling with the LS-100 portable drilling rig. The chief 

instructor was Harry Westmoreland, inventor of the LS-

100 and owner of Lone Star Bits. He soon asked me to 

be an instructor, and I gladly accepted. These workshops 

were conducted at the Living Water International site on 

a lake near Cleveland, Texas. It was a beautiful facility, 

owned by Rosemary and Larry Laird, our hosts, and even 

in the sweltering Texas summers the hospitality and 

camaraderie were palpable. 

I headed a project that Lifewater International 

approved for a water system in the southern Darien 

Province in Panama. Loring Green (geologist turned 

ȴQDQFLDO�DGYLVHU���5REHUW�-DUUHWW��HQJLQHHU���&UDLJ�
Woodring (engineer), and I went to the Embera Indian 

reservation in a remote section of Panama. There were 

QR�URDGV�OHDGLQJ�WR�WKH�DUHD��:H�FRXOG�ȵ\�WKHUH��WKUHH�
ȵLJKWV�D�ZHHN�YLD�WKH�3DQDPD�&LW\�PXQLFLSDO�DLUSRUW��RU�
take a freighter from Panama City (not recommended 

for passengers). I made some recon visits hosted by Bob 

Runyon, an ex-Air Force man who lived in Punta Gorda, 

Florida, worked with the Embera, and had earned their 

trust. I visited some suppliers in Panama City to see what 

they had (not much). 

The Peace Corps was present in Panama but had 

withdrawn from the Darien Province, which bordered 

Colombia. At this point the Pan-American Highway had 

about a 70-mile gap (the “Darien Gap”), its only break 

in about 19,000 miles. The gap is a dangerous area, 

not only for the natural environmental hazards but 

also human ones. When we were there, Colombian 

guerrillas—the Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de 

Colombia, or FARC—posed an even greater threat than 

the usual banditos. They supposedly had several training 

areas and supply caches there.

With Bob's help we were ready to begin working in 

spring 1999. The Embera drilling team members were 

quick studies and installed two wells and pumps. The Peace 

Corps returned around 2008. A Peace Corps volunteer 

contacted me to tell me that the Embera were still drilling 

wells. I have since tried to return there to no avail.

�(+/%*#�0$!��%.�(!
My Lifewater International years were some of the 

best years I remember. I found out what camaraderie 

was. My colleagues were humble and driven to make the 

world a better place. Virtually all of them were motivated 

by religious reasons; that was not true in my case, but I 

enjoyed being in their company.

One night a group of us sat around a table talking 

shop. One man's wife, a medical doctor, listened intently. 

During a lull in the conversation, she spoke: "I really 

envy you guys. You have the power to keep people from 
Loring Green (white shirt) instructs the Embera Indian drilling team 

on drilling with the LS-100 rig. Source: Michael E. Campana.

7KH�(PEHUD�ΖQGLDQ�GULOOLQJ�WHDP�VWDQG�DW�WKH�ȴQLVKHG�ZHOO�ZLWK�
Michael Campana. Source: Loring Green.
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getting sick. By the 

time I'm called in, it's 

usually too late." 

Lifewater 

International has 

changed. The 

volunteer model 

has been replaced 

by a reliance on 

professionals. But 

they still do great 

work, and I support 

WKHP�ȴQDQFLDOO\��
One interesting phenomenon: being in Lifewater 

International serendipitously exposed me to other 

hydrophilanthropy folks and events. I found a lot of 

academics doing hydrophilanthropy on their own, 

working with students and colleagues, with no LI or LWI 

DV�D�VXSSRUW�JURXS��ΖW�GLG�QRW�WDNH�ORQJ�WR�ȴQG�RU�FUHDWH�
professional meetings with hydrophilanthropy sessions. 

Quite a network was there! 

And my work with Lifewater helped set me on a 

continuing path of hydrophilanthropy. In what began 

as a potential Lifewater trip for a Honduran project that 

proved to be not viable, my host, Rolando López, and I 

conceived a plan to begin taking my University of New 

0H[LFR�VWXGHQWV�WR�+RQGXUDV�IRU�D�VXPPHU�ȴHOG�FODVV�

from 2001 through 

2005. Twenty years 

ago I founded 

my own 501(c)(3) 

hydrophilanthropy, 

The Ann Campana 

Judge Foundation, 

to honor my 

younger sister, 

PXUGHUHG�E\�ȴYH�
Saudi Arabian 

terrorists who 

crashed her plane 

into the Pentagon. 

I once asked my supportive and perceptive wife, Mary 

Frances, "Where have all these hydrophilanthropy people 

been?" Her reply: "They've been there all the time. You 

just weren't looking for them."

Now I know where the hydrophilanthropy folks are: 

everywhere!  !

Michael E. Campana (aguadoc@live.com) is professor 

of hydrogeology and water resources management at 

Oregon State University in Corvallis, OR. He is an inveterate 

hydrophilanthropist and editor-in-chief of Water Resources 
IMPACT. 

One night a group of us sat around a table 
talking shop. One man's spouse, a medical 
doctor, listened intently. During a lull in the 

conversation, she spoke: "I really envy you guys. 
You have the power to keep people from getting 
sick. By the time I called in, it's usually too late." 

Three keynote speakers,
Tuesday night event at the Seattle Aquarium,
Workshops,
Technical Committee informational meetings,
Over 50 concurrent sessions, and more!

The Preliminary Program is Now Available!
�

The 2022 conference will feature:

Learn more: 

ANNUAL WATER RESOURCES CONFERENCE
NOVEMBER 7-9, 2022 | RENTON, WA 

https://bit.ly/3RTErjW

https://lifewater.org/
https://lifewater.org/
http://www.acjfoundation.org/
http://www.acjfoundation.org/
mailto:aguadoc@live.com?subject=
https://www.awra.org/Members/Events_and_Education/Events/2022_Annual_Conference/2022_AC.aspx

