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A Flow Path for the Future of Oregon’s Water Resources  
 

Statewide Water Roundtables 
Fall 2008 

 
OSU Institute for Water and Watersheds, Oregon Sea Grant Extension, OUS Institute for Natural 

Resources, and the Oregon House Committee on Energy and the Environment 
 

Mission 
 
Oregon is one of only two western states that lacks a long-term water supply plan.  As we prepare to 
celebrate the 100-year anniversary of Oregon’s water code in 2009, many different parties, including the 
Governor’s Office, the Oregon Legislature, the Oregon Water Resources Commission, Oregon businesses, 
local governments, environmental organizations, agricultural interests, and the Oregon University System 
are involved in developing a vision for Oregon’s water resources.  To achieve that vision will require, 
among other things, policy, regulatory, infrastructure investment, community empowerment, and funding 
mechanisms.   
 
The mission of the Statewide Water Roundtables is to receive input and advice from Oregonians and 
develop information that will inform efforts to identify and communicate a vision describing where Oregon 
is, where Oregon is going, and where Oregonians want to be with respect to adaptive, integrated, equitable, 
and sustainable water management. 
 
Roundtable Objectives, Locations, and Dates 
 
Public forums will be held during Fall 2008 to identify vision elements, priority issues, possible solutions, 
and goals for near-term (5 years), mid-term (10-15 years) and long-term (>30 years) water management. 
Locations are: 
 

• Central Oregon – Bend/Redmond – 25 September  
• Coastal Oregon – Newport – 30 September 
• Eastern Oregon – Ontario – 7 October 
• Southern Oregon – Medford – 14 October 
• Western Oregon/Willamette Valley – Salem  - 21 October 

 
Roundtable Agenda 
 
The public forums will include brief overviews of Oregon’s current water situation, both statewide and 
within the specific regions where the forums will be held, followed by facilitated discussions. Local water 
leaders will be recruited to assist in developing participant lists and key issues. Experts from the Oregon 
University System, State agencies, watershed councils, and other organizations will be recruited to provide 
short presentations on issues identified as vital to the specific forum. Issue identification will be done in 
advance with regional water leaders and watershed councils. Issues would include topics, such as the 
following:  
 

• Climate change impacts on water resources, water demands and management 
• Water storage, both surface water and groundwater, as well as opportunities for enhancing natural 

storage (restoration of wetlands and floodplains) 
• Market-based mechanisms for meeting future needs (e.g. voluntary transfers, reallocation)  
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• Environmental and instream flows 
• Water reuse and conservation 
• Protection and restoration of water quality and aquatic/riparian ecosystems 
• Exempt groundwater wells 
• How Federal agencies impact water management in Oregon 

 
Participants will communicate what issues they view as most important, and proffer solutions to problems.  
Examples of local water issues include, but are not limited to, the following:   

 
• Meeting water quality requirements 
• Restoration of environmental flows and instream water rights 
• Water and energy linkages 
• Collection, conveyance, and distribution infrastructure 
• Economics of water management 
• Aquifer depletion/limited groundwater supplies 
• Future water needs (agricultural, municipal, domestic, industrial, tribal, environmental, etc) 

 
Facilitated discussion will focus on these and other issues with participants being asked to address what 
they think needs to be done to address the issues and next steps to be taken. Each Roundtable will conclude 
with a summary of what has been accomplished.  
  
Anticipated Outcomes 
 

• An informal network of citizens engaged in realizing a sustainable water vision for Oregon. 
 

• A white paper synthesizing the results of the roundtable discussions that would be of assistance to 
the Oregon Water Resources Commission in its development of a strategic water plan for Oregon. 

 
• Presentations to the Oregon Water Resources Commission and subsequently to the Oregon 

Legislature in 2009 and to other interested parties regarding what was learned through the 
roundtables relative to adaptive, integrative and sustainable water management. 

 
Information 
 
For more information, visit the Roundtables WWW site (water.oregonstate.edu/roundtables/). Agendas for 
each of the five Roundtables will be posted, along with venues and other information, on the site. An e-
mail list is also available for subscription. Those who are unable to attend Roundtables in person will be 
able to provide input via the aforementioned WWW site (this feature will be added at a later date). 
 
Contributions 
 
Attendance at the Roundtables is free of charge. Funds are being solicited from a variety of organizations 
and sponsors. If you wish to make a tax-deductible donation, please contact Michael E. Campana 
(aquadoc@oregonstate.edu; or call 541-737-2413). 
 
 

 


