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Dear Stakeholder: 

I am writing to gain your input to plans that the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) is developing 
for the Water for America Initiative. As you know, the mission of the USGS is to provide 
scientific information to support decision-making on issues of resources, environmental quality, 
and natural hazards. The U.S. Geological Survey's 2007-2017 Strategic Plan and a recent 
National Science and Technology Council Strategic Plan call for conducting a national water 
census to assess water availability and use. This would be the first comprehensive national water 
availability and use assessment to be conducted in 30 years. The President's proposed budget for 
the USGS for fiscal year 2009 includes the Water for America Initiative to fulfill this effort. 

The USGS is currently scoping the effort to carry out this water census and would like to hear 
from representatives of the many stakeholder organizations with water resources interests on 
their recommendations for the design and implementation of a water census. We see this 
mission as analogous to the task of other Federal statistical programs that produce and regularly 
update a suite of indicator variables that describe economic, demographic, or health conditions of 
the ation. The indicators we seek to define are not intended to drive site-specific planning or 
regulatory decisions, but rather to shed light on changing conditions of scarcity, use, and 
competition for water, with the goal of informing discussions about potential changes in policy, 
laws, and investment plans related to water. 

The USGS has developed a website for the Water for America Initiative at: 
http://water.usgs.govIwsil 

This website provides a detailed description of our current plans. 

In the process of developing a plan for this program, the USGS is requesting input from you and 
a number of other groups and individual experts on several questions. 

1.	 What criteria should be used to decide where to start our first regional studies? (Regional 
studies will be accomplished for all major river basins across the Nation. The USGS has 
divided the Nation into 21 water resource regions, utilizing the Hue 2-digit boundaries 
and each of the 21 regions will be the subject of a regional study. The delineations of the 
21 water resource regions can be viewed on the website referenced above.) 

2.	 What criteria should be used to identify candidate areas for focused area studies? 
3.	 What are the appropriate spatial and temporal scales for work within the study units (both 

Regional and focus area studies)? For instance, if we are constructing a water budget for 
each watershed within a water resource region, how big should each watershed be? How 
can we best design the study to provide information useful at the national, regional, and 
State scales? 



2 

4.	 What considerations should be taken in making the greatest use of existing water 
availability and use studies and information, which have been conducted at a regional or 
finer scale, to further the Water for America objectives? Are there ongoing water 
availability and use efforts that the USGS should collaborate with in conducting this 
Initiative? 

5.	 States and regional organizations collect and maintain significant amounts of hydrologic 
data, particularly for ground water and water use. How should this information be 
incorporated into the regional and focused area assessments? 

6.	 What specific variables or indicators would be most useful to inform national and
 
regional water availability and use decisions?
 

7.	 At what scale of watershed does your organization assess the cumulative affects of 
various water supply stresses? 

8.	 What products and information will be most useful to you from these assessments? 
Detailed models used for regional planning purposes, such as ground-water or watershed 
models, often require hydrologic input datasets that maintain continuity across a 
hydrologic landscape. What kinds of information can be produced from these regional 
and focus area assessments that would be useful for this purpose? 

To complete our task on time we need your input by the end of July 2008. We would like to 
work with you to find the most useful approach to obtaining your input. Options for this include: 
providing your input via our website at: http://water.usgs.gov/wsi/, mail, e-mail, a telephone or 
face-to-face meeting with one or more members of the USGS staff who are working on this 
initiative. We are very willing to attend the meetings of our stakeholders that may want to 
devote time to this topic. If you have a meeting coming up and would like to be briefed on this 
Initiative and provide direct feedback, please let us know. To respond to this request or indicate 
an interest in having USGS participate in your meeting, please send an e-mail to 
eevenson@usgs.gov or call Eric Evenson of the USGS at 609-771-3904. 

We hope that this discussion will continue beyond July 2008. After July, we will utilize the 
input that you have provided to draft a procedure for selection of Regional Study Area Starts and 
Focus Area starts and a collaboration model for our Regional and Focus Area Study Teams to 
utilize during the efforts on the Initiative. Once finalized, the selection procedure will be turned 
over to our USGS Regional leadership to propose study starts for their Region. Our intent is to 
define a highly collaborative water assessment process involving the USGS along with Federal 
and State agencies, academics, and non-governmental interests in the process and the final 
products. 

We look forward to your help in shaping this initiative and establishing a process that will help 
inform the difficult decisions that our Nation must make regarding its water resources. 

Sincerely, 

1A1~{.~ 
Matthew C. Larsen 
Acting Associate Director for Water 


